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PREFACE. 



npHE great spirit which in the present 
age prevails for agricultural improve- 
ments ; for ornamenting cities and towns ; 
the growing prosperity and increasing 
wealth and population of this country ; its • 
extended commerce and flourishing manu- 
fadhires ; are circumstances (among others) 
which have rendered applications to Par- 
liament for Private Bi/lsy so frequently ne- 
cessary, that it is. rather singular, the prac- 
tical forms and method of proceedings to 
be obsierved in order to obtain private A6ls 
of Parliament, have not been coUefted and 
published for the use of the Gentlemen of 
the Law ; and more particularly so, as the 
praftical proceedings of almost all the 
Courts of Law and Equity, have for a se- 
ries of years constantly occupied the atten- 

33 tions 



VI PRfiFAGE. 

tions and engaged the pens of various Gen- 
tlemen, whose united and successive la- 
bours have met with an uniformly favour- 
able reception from the Profession* What 
has occasioned this deficiency, it is not the 
intention or obje6t of the Compiler to in- 
vestigate ; but he is induced to hope that 
his endeavours to supply it, will not be 
considered altogether as an useless attempt. 

For the better regulating, and for the 
sake of uniformity in, the proceedings upon 
Private Bills, each House of Parliament 
has made certain Standing Orders, which 
are expe6ted to be stri6lly adhered to on 
all occasions, unless a good and sufficient 
reason can be given why the observance of 
them should be dispensed with. The wis- 
dom and justice of Parliament, in adopting 
these rules, and in requiring this stri6b ad- 
herence, will be readily admitted, when it 
is considered what serious inconveniences 
were felt by individuals, before public no- 
tices 
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tices were required to be given in the country, 
of intended applications to Parliament for 
Bills to inclose and drain lands, and to 
make canals, &c. At that time of day it 
too often happened, that persons residing 
at a distance from their estates, were put to 
great expence for an inclosure, or had their 
lands cut through by a canal, almost with- 
out any notice at all, or at least with too 
little to afford them an opportunity of con- 
sidering the proposition maturely, and of 
laying their observations upon such Bills 
before Parliament with effedt : But now, a 
previous notice being required to be given, 
persons interested, may at their leisure exa- 
mine into the propriety of, and the advan- 
tages to be derived from such Bills, and 
prepare themselves to offer obje£tions or 
amendments, as occasions may require*. 

* See the Report made on the 15th November i775> from 
the Committee appointed to take into consideration the Stand- 
ing Orders of the House of Commons relating to Private Bills, 
35 vol. Com. Joum, 443. ^ 

a4 'It 



Viii PREFACE. 

It is the design of the Compiler to collect 
these Standing Orders, and to point out 
the forms to be observed previous to the 
introdu6lion of, and during the pendency 
of, certain Private Bills in either House, in 
order to obtain a' private A6t of Parlia- 
ment. 

The plan adopted in the execution of 
this design, is to divide the whole into 
Chapters, one of which is assigned to each 
Bill ; and every Chapter, where it is ne- 
cessary, is subdivided into distindt heads ; 
and the Standing Orders of either House, 
that have been made from time to time, 
to the close of the year 1801, are metho- 
dically placed in that Chapter, under the 
different heads to which they are immedi- 
ately applicable ; and a coUedbion of Pre- 
cedents in general use, are systematically 
arranged in an Appendix. In colle£ting 
gnd ar:;:anging his subjedb matter, utility 
has been the principal aim of the Compiler, 

know- 
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knowing that by attending to that point, he 
should best answer the purposes of Profes- 
sional Gentlemen, for whose use the Work 
is chiefly designed. With this view, he 
has occasionally referred to A6ts of Parlia* 
ment, cases decided in the Courts of Law, 
on questions that have arisen out of Private 
Bills, and to books from which further in- 
formation on each particular subje6t may 
be obtained. Besides the Standing Orders 
peculiar to particular Private Bills (to each 
of which a particular Chapter is assigned), 
there are General Standing Orders aflfedt- 
ing all Private Bills, as well those that 
have peculiar orders, as those that have not. 
To avoid the frequent repetition of the 
same matter, these General Standing Or- 
ders are enumerated in an Introdu6tory 
Chapter, to which the Reader is requested 
to refer, on perusing the subsequent Chap- 
ters, The enumeration of these General 
Orders will be attended with practical re- 
marks, by the help of which, the knowledge 

of 



of the proceedings upon every Private Bill 
will be much facilitated- 

The references to the Journals might, in 
most .instances, have been considerably .mul- 
tiplied, had the Compiler thought it ne- 
cessary : But should the cited Precedents 
not be satisfactory, theReader will be pleased 
to refer to the Indexes of the Journals of 
the House of Commons, where numerous 
Precedents under each particular title are 
collected. 

A Collection of the Rules and Forms to 
be observed in applying for, and passing 
Bills of Inclosure, &c. published by the 
present Compiler, having been favourably 
received by the Profession, and it having 
been intimated that a larger publication of 
the same kind, extended to other Private 
Bills, might be very useful, he has therefore 
been induced to enlarge his researches ; and 
if it may be supposed that a second edition 

of 
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of this Book will ever be called for, the 
Compiler begs leave to add, that any hints 
or communications would be thankfully re- 
ceived, from those whose knowledge and 
experience may enable them to corre6b the 
inaccuracies, and supply the omissions, 
which may be found in this ; at the same 
time he feels persuaded, that the Profession 
will view the Performance, such as it is, 
with their wonted candour and liberality. 



timer Temple, 3\st Becemler, 1801. 
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PARLIAMENT being that high court to 
which recourse is to be had for the making 
of all laws, private as well as public, it may not 
be improper briefly to recite from Sir Edward 
Coke, the- power and jurisdiction it has in that 
respedt. 

It h^tli sovereign and uncontrolable authority, 
in the making, confirming, enlarging, restraining, 
abrogating, repealing, reviving, and expound- 
ing, all laws concerning matters of all possible 
denominations ; this being the place where that 
absolute despotic power, which must in all go- 
vernments reside somewhere, is intrusted by the 
constitution of these kingdoms : And that Par* 
liament will exercise this transcendent power, as 
far as is consistent with the municipal regulations 

B of 



2 INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 

of a well -governed and civilized people, for the 
private and sole benefit of individuals, as well as 
for the public good and convenience, is fully 
proved by the Journals of both Houses ; by which 
it will appear that no bill, supported by reason, 
justice, and sound policy, was ever preferred to 
Parliament, that did not finally take efFed'. 

The private bills^'htxt intended to be consi- 
dered, are, according to the general- received ac- 
ceptation of that expression, of three descrip- 
tions. 

ij/, Bills in which no clause is inserted, declar- 
ing them to be public ads, and of which no judge 
or jury is bound to take notice, unless the same be 
specially set forth and pleaded : these are called 
private. 

idlyy Such bills as contain a public clause, but 
only affeft one or more individuals ; called per-- 
sonal. 

^dl)\ Bills containing a public clause, the ope- 
ration of which is not confined to persons, but to 
certain parts and districts of the country; called 
local. 

When it has become necessary to apply to Par- 
liament for a bill within any of the above descrip- 

' 4 Inst. 32, and auth. cited. Sec also 5th Com. Dig. 
title "Parliament ;" i Blac. Com. 160. 

^ I call them private bills, because fees must be paid for 
them by the party for whose benefit they are passed. No 
fees are paid for passing public general a^s. 

tions. 



iNTRODirCTORY CHAPTER. 3 

tiohs, the first thing to be considered is, to which 
of the two Houses the primary application is to 
be made. 

This will in a great measure depend upon the 
nature of the bill, the provisions to be made in it, 
and the objefts to be effedted by it. 

All bills that may in their consequences affe6t 
the right of the peerage *" ; bills for the restitution 
of honours '*, or in blood ^ ^ for reversal of outlaw- 
ries^ i and bills of judicature, that is, for giving 

« I Blac. Com. 1684 

* See the Address to the Queen, for the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough's Bill, 18 L. J. 181 ; Marquis of Linsey's Bill, ioL.J; 
86, 2 Hats. 338, 3 Hats. 6i. 

• See 14L. J. 142, Lord Russel's bill ; ibid. 189, Alger- 
noone Sidney's bill ; 18 ibid. 633, Lord Slanies* bill; 2 Hats. 
337, and prec. cited in the next note below. It appears from 
several instances in the Commons* Journals, which are col- 
lefted in the General Index^ from i8th to 34th vol. under 
title, ** Attainder," that bills for removing disabilities and 
incapacities arising from attainder, are not considered as com- 
prehended within the resolution entered into by the Lords, on 
Lord Bophin^s bill. See notes on this head, 2 Hats. 337^ 
3 Hats. 62. 

' See resolution of the Lords on Lord Boptiin's and the Earl 
of Carlingford's bills, 17 L. J. 1 19. See resolutions passed in 
1 1 L. J. 662.674 ; Bagott's bill, 18 L.J. 659; Sir Henry 
Bond's bill, brought from the Commons, 18 ibid. 474, laid 
aside, and a new bill brought in at the Lords, ibid. 480^ 
Hats. 2 V. 337. 

Ba judg- 
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judgment in a legislative way ^ ; must, as appear^ 
by the precedents cited in the margin, begin with 
the Lords. On the other hand, whatever doubts 
may have been formerly entertained upon the sub- 
jed:, it seems now to be the invariable and settled 
pradice, that all bills by which money is autho- 
rized to be raised upon his Majesty's subjefts, for 
any purpose, or in any shape whatever ; either by 
coUefting tolls, rates, or duties, or by inflicting 
pecuniary penalties'" and fines for offences; or 
which may, by construftion, be considered as im- 
posing a burthen on the people, must be begun in 
the House of Commons'. Of this sort, are bills 

8 See proceedings on a bill to reverse a decree of the Court 
of Requests, Edward *v. Edwards ; and another, 3 L. J. 
414, 463 ; Fisher and Wrenham, ibid. 525, 3 Hats. 372, 

z^y 390- 

^ See in the L. J. 17 v. 206, and seq. a report from a com- 
mittec appointed to inspeA the records or precedents where 
bills with penalties have begun in the House of Lords. See 
also a resolution of the Hoase, 15 v. L.J. 637, on this sub* 
jea. 

i 8 C.J. 311, 435, 602; 25 C.J. 178; 26 C.J. 758; 
ij.2C.J. 723 ; 3 Hats. 100, 105, 107, 8, iii, 121, 125,6, 7, 
130, 138. Whenever this point has occasioned a conference 
between the Lords and Commons, jthe latter have universally 
contended for, and seem invariably to have maintained this 
principle, *^ That all bills of aid and supply, or charge upon 
the people, should begin with them ; and that the Lords can- 
not commence any proceedings that impose burthens upon the 
people.** — Sec further, under title '* Amendments,'* post. 

for 
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for inclosing and draining lands, making turnpike- 
roads, navigations, canals, paving and lighting 
streets, building bridges, erefting poor-houses, 
churches, gaols, for uniting parishes, and making 
parishes distind, &c. 

All other bills, of what kind soever, may have 
their commencement indifferently in either House. 
At the same time, it seems but reasonable, that 
bills which have for their objedts the regulations 
of such matters as fall more immediately under 
the cognizance of either House of Parliament, 
should begin in that House, which must, from 
several circumstances, be more competent to 
frame the provisions of the bill in such a manner 
as may be most likely to answer the purposes in- 
tended by it ^ : And accordingly it has been the 
usual custom and practice, to begin divorce bills, 
bills for dissolving marriage, and allowing separate 
maintenance ', in the House of Lords. Also bills 
for enabling persons that have only a limited in- 
terest in an estate, and not the fee-simple, as te- 
nants for life, or in tail, to make leases, to raise 
portions under the trusts of a term, to sell or ex- 
change part of the estate, when it is visibly for the 
benefit of all parties interested, they being willing 
and desirous that it should be done^ to remove 

^ 3 Hats. 65. 

* Countess of Ferrars* bill, 29 L. J. 271, and subsequent 
proceedings thereupon. 

B 3 ^.W<^ 
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^nd obviate difficulties in the management of 
estates, arising from the incapacities of the owners, 
as in cases of infancy and lunacy ; to enable bo- 
dies corporate, and eccle$iastical persons, to alien, 
dispose of, settle, or exchange their land* and pos- 
sessions j; and all bills of a like nature, commonly 
called Estate bills *^; should compience in the Up-? 
per House ; ynless it be necessary to make prgvir 
sions therein, th^t require them to be b^gun at 
the Commons'". Estate bills are always referred 
to two of the judges, wJiq are to examine and re-? 
port the state of. the f^fts alledge^, to see that all 
necessary parties consent, and to settle all pointy 
of technical proprijCty i therefore it is gne of the 
first objedts pf the. parties to o)Dt;ain their appro-? 
bation, for without it the Lords \vill not pass the 
bill* NaturaH;^ation^ ^nd Nap:^e bills ^, have t^eir 
beginning as pften in one House ^s in the other^ 
unless the time Jimited for receiving private peti- 
tions at the Cptnmons be elapsedj Apd tjien they 
are begun in the Lords. 

"" Lords' Jour^nals, passim. , 

«* See z6 C.J, 758, where Lord Ashburnham-s estaie bill, 
and 29 C.J. 274, Duke of Bedford's estate bill, sent 4own 
from the Lords/ were laid aside^ and new bills ordered. Vide 
Mr. HatsePs remarks upon the (:ontents of tjiese Bills, 3 vol, 
126, 7. 

® Lords* and Commons* Journal, passim. 
f Ibid. 
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By attending to the foregoing observations, and 
the reterences given to the Journals, it is presumed 
it may be easily determined in which House it 
will be proper to begin a bill. I shall therefore 
consider that point as settled, and now proceed 
to state the necessary and progressive steps to be 
taken to introduce the bill. 

PETITION. 

LORDS* STANDING ORDERS. 

"Die Jovis, 7Decem*bris 1699 — It is ordered 
by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 
Parliament assembled, that for the future 
no private bill shall be brought into this 
House, until' the House be informed of the 
matters therein contained, by petition to this 
House for leave to bring in such bill : And 
that this order be added to the roll of stand- 
ing orders." 

^« Die Sabbati, 16 Februarii 1705— It is or- 
dered by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
in Parliament assembled, that for the future 
all parties concerned in the consequences of 
any private bill, shall sign the petition that 
desires leave to bring such private bill into, 
this House." 

COMMONS* STANDING ORDERS. 

« On the 26th May 1685— Ordered, that, for 

the future, no private bill be brought intq 

this House, but upon a petition first pre^ 

B 4 sentcd^ 
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sented, truly stating the case ; at the peril of 
the parties preferring the same: And that 
such petition shall be signed by the parties 
who are suitors for such bill^" 

" On 24th November 1699 — Ordered, that 
no private bill be brought into this House, 
but upon a petition, setting forth the sugges- 
tions and reasons for the same. On the 15th 
February 1700, this is declared to be a 
standing order: And is repeated on the. 18th 
January 1708." — (Not extended to Ire- 
land.) 

In compliance with the above standing rules, 
in order to introduce a bill to either House, a 
petition^ truly stating the case, and if to the Lords, 

' '* 1 4th November 1689 — ^Resolved, that albpctitions pre- 
sented to the House ought to be signed by the peti- 
tioners with their own hands, by their names or marks,** 
** zdjune 1774 — Resolved, that it is highly unwarrantable, 
and a breach of the privilege of this House, for any per- 
son to set the name of any other person to any petition 
to be presented to this House." 

See C.J. i2th May 1628; 6th April 1714; 19th O6I0. 
ber 1722; 3d March 1729; 2d April 173^; 15th Fe- 
bruary 1750. See also 31st C.J. 598, a committee is di- 
refted to inquire, whether an erasure in the prayer of a peti- 
tion was made previous or subsequent to the signing thereof. 
See orders of the House, relating to applications for public 
.money, 15th C.J. 211, 367; 17 v. 417; 18 v. 23; 22 V. 
6qi ; 26 V. 384; 34 V. 561, and post. 

signed 
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signed by all parties that are concerned in the 
consequences of the bill s and if to the Com- 
mons, signed by the parties' who are suitors for 
the bill ; must be presented to the House by a 
Peer or a member*, for leave to bring in the 
bill* : And in several cases, which will be noticed 
hereafter, before a petition can be presented to 
the House of Commons with efFed, public notice 
is required to be given to all parties concerned, of 
the intended application to Parliament. 

When a petition relating to crown lands is to 
be offered to the House, it must come recom- 
mended by his Majesty, before it can be received; 
and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, or some 
other member appointed by his Majesty, will 
signify, " that his Majesty having been informed 
of the contents of the petition, gives his consent 
thereto, and recommends it to the consideration 

' No person who signs the petition will be an admissible 
evidence in favour of the bill ; therefore the petition should 
not be signed by any persons whose testimony may be neces- 
sary to support it. 

• See loth C.J. 740, resolutions of the House, as to the form 
in which pe^titions and bills shall be presented by members. - 

* Bills ,for reversing attainders or outlawries, are presented 
to the House with the King's allowance written in the mar- 
gin, without any previous petition for that purpose. See 
Lord RusselPs and Algernoone Sidney's bills, mentioned ante. 
The proceedings peculiar to applications for public money, 
and for navigation bills, will be noticed in the subsequent 

* chapters, post. 

of 
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of the House." Petitions of this sort arc referred 
.to a committee of the whole House". 

Another thing to be attended to, is the time 
within which the petition should be presented. 
At the opeijing of almost every session, a day is 
fixed by the House of Commons, after which it 
will not receive any petition for a private bill ; 
but if, from any particular circumstance^ pr una- 
voidable accident, such petition has not been of- 
fered within the limited time, a petition^ stating 
the particular reasons why it has not been so of- 
fered, and likewise stating the substance of the 
petition intended to be presented, may be pre- 
. ferred to the House, requesting leave still to pre- 
sent it, though beyond the time limited. Peti*^ 
tions to be heard against a bill, may be presented 
in any -stage of the bill, though the time limited 
for receiving petitions to bring in private bills, be 
expired. When founded on fads, that in their 
nature may be disputed, a petition is, at the Lords y 
referred to two of the judges; (unless it concern 
lands or heritable subjeds in Scoilandj and then 
to the Lord President of the Court of Session ia 
Scotland^ the Lord Justice Clerk, and the Chief 
Baron of the Court of ^Exchequer in Scotland^ oi 
two of them ; or unless it concern estates in land, 
situated in that part of the ynited kingdom of 

* See standing order, 15 C.J. 367; 290,]. 758, 535; 
30 V. 668; 31 V. 82; 32 V. 694; 33 V. 43*S^7* 532> 542* 

Great 
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Great Britain and Ireland csMtd Ireland; and then, 
if the parties desire it, to two judges of the Court of 
King*s-Bench, Common Pleas, or Exchequer, in 
Ireland)^ and at the Commons^ when it is .in- 
tended to impose any toll or duty for effeftu- 
ating the purposes i^ientioned in the petition, to a 
committee of members; to examine the matter 
thereof, and report the same to the House: and 
after such report (or otherwise, upon the mere pe^ 
tition) leave may be given to bring in the bill. 

PROCEEDINGS 

IJPOK AN ORPER OF REFERENCE TO THE 
JUDGES, 

^* Die Sabbati, i6 Februarii 1705 — It is or* 
dered by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
in Parliament assembled, that when a peti- 
tion for a private bill shall be offered to this 
House, it shall be referred to two of the 
judges, who are forthwith to summon all 
parties before them who may be concerned 
in the bill ; and after hearing all the parties, 
and perusing the bill, are to report to the 
House the state of the case, and their opi- 
nion thereupon, under their hands, and are 
to sign the said bill. The same method to 
be observed as to private bills, that are 
tropght up from the House of Commons 

before 
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before the second reading of such bills, bjr 
sending a copy of the said bill, signed by the 
clerk, to the judges.** 
"•* Die Mercurii, 18 Decembris 1706. — ^Thc 
House being informed, that upon the refe- 
rence of petitions for private bills to the 
judges, pursuant to the standing orders of 
this House, there arises some difficulty as to 
the examination upon oath of the persons 
who are produced before them to prove the 
fadl as to the merits of such bills : It is or- 
dered by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
in Parliament assembled, that upon the refe- 
rence of any private bill to the judges, as 
aforesaid, the judges to whom the said bill 
shall be referred "", shall send to this House a 
list or lists of such persons* names as are to 
be sworn in relation to such bill, and that 
they shall be thereupon sworn at the bar 
of this House, in order to be examined by 
the judges upon such oath, in relation to the 
bill before them.-r-Entered per ord. 20th 
Decembris 1706." 
« On the 2d July 1801— -Resolved, that the 
following addition be made to the standing 
order of the i8th December 1706, No. 103, 
viz. after the word * referred,' to insert, ' un- 



^ See the next order, 

less 
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kss the same shall be referred to the judges 
of those parts of the united kingdom called 
Scotland or Ireland.' — On the 9th Decem-' 
ber 1801, this is declared to be a standing 
order." 
>^ Die Mercurii, 16 Maii 1792 — Ordered, by 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Par- 
liament assembled, that for the future, when 
a petition for a private bill concerning estates 
in land or heritable subjedls", situated in that 
part of Great Britain called Scotland^ shall be 
offered to this House, it shall be referred to 
the Lord President of the Court of Session in 
ScotlandyXhe Lord Justice Clerk, and the Chief 
Baron of the Court of Exchequer in Scot- 
land, or any two of them, who are forthwith 
to summon all parties before them, who may 
. be concerned in the bill ; and after hearing 
all the parties, and perusing the bill, are to 
report to the House the state of the case, 
and their opinion thereupon, under their 
hands, and are to sign the said bill. The 
same method is to be observed as to private 
bills concerning estates inland, or heritable 
subjedts, situated in that part of Great Bri- 
tain called Scotland^ brought from the House 
of Commons before the second reading of 
such bills, by sending a copy of the said Ipill, 

* Heritable subjefts, signilies the same as real estaces sig- 
nify in Great Britain, 

signed 
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signed by the clerk, to the chief judges 
aforesaid, or any two of them." 

*' Ordered, That for the future, heirs of en- 
tail concerned in the consequences of such 
private bills as aforesaid, and who reside in 
that part of Great Britain called Scotland^ 
may give their consent to the passing of such 
bills before the Lord President of the Court 
of Session in Scotland^ the Lord Justice 
Clerk, and the Chief Baron of the Court of 
Exchequer in Scotland^ or any two of them j 
and the certificate of the said judges, er of 
any two of them, by which it shall appear 
that on a day and at a place to be therein 
expressed, such person or persons did appear 
personally before them, and being aware of 
the interest they may have in such bill, did 
give his, her, or their consent for him or 
themselves, and for those for whom, accord- 
ing to the law of Scotland^ he, she, or they^ 
may be entitled to consent, and did in their 
presence sign a bill, which bill, together with 
the said certificate, must be produced ; shaft 
be held as sufficient evidence of the consent 
of such person or persons, before any com- 
mittee of this House, to whom the eon-' 
sideration of such bill may be referred." 

•' Ordered, That it be a general instruftion fa 
the judges who shall meet to take the con- 
sent of heirs of entail concerned in the con- 
sequences 
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sequences of private bills relating to estates 
in that part of Great Britain called Scotland^ 
that they take no notice of the consent of 
any person to the passing of such bill, unless 
such person appear before them, or that it 
be made manifest to them by an instrument 
under the hand of a notary-public, duly 
executed according to the forms required by 
the law of Scotland^ that he or she is not 
able to attend, and doth consent to the said 
bill." 

Ordered, That the said orders be made 
standing orders, and that they be entered 
on the roll of standing orders, and printed 
and published, to the end that all persons 
concerned may the better take notice of the 



same." 



On the 2d July i8oi — Resolved by the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in the Im- 
perial Parliament assembled. That for the 
future when a petition for a private bill 
concerning estates in land, situated in that 
part of the united kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland called Ireland^ shall be offered 
to this House, it shall be referred, if the 
parties desire it, to two judges of the Court 
of King's Bench, Common Pleas, or Ex- 
chequer in Ireland^ who are forthwith to 
summon all parties before them who may 
be concerned in the bill ; and after hearing 

all 
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all the parties, and perusing the bill, are to 
report to the House the state of the case^ 
and their opinion thereupon, under their 
hands, and are to sign the said bill. The 
same method is to be observed as to private 
bills concerning estates in land, situated in 
that part of the united kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland called Ireland^ brought 
from the House of Commons, befipre the 
second reading of such bills, by sending ^ 
copy of the said bill, signed by the clerk, to 
the chief judges aforesaid, or any two of 
them.*' 

" RESOLVED, 

** That for the future, all persons concerned 
in the consequences of such private bills as 
aforesaid, and who reside in that part of the 
united kingdom of Great Britain and /r^- 
land called Ireland^ may give their consent 
to the passing of such bills before the two 
judges to whom such bills shall be referred; 
and the certificate of the said judges, 'or of 
any two of them, by which it shall appear, 
that on a day and at a place to be therein 
expressed, such person or persons did appear 
personally before them, and being aware of 
the interest they may have in such bill, did 
give his, her, or their consent for him or 
themselves, and for those for whom, accord- 
ing 
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fcig to law, he, she, or they^ may be ihtitled 
to consent, and did acciipt the trust pro- 
posed to be vested iii him or them by the 
said bill, and did in their presence sign & 
bill, (which bill, together with the said cer- 
tificate, must be prdduced)^ shall be held 
ds sufficient evidence of the consent of such 
person or persons, before any conlmittee of 
this House to whom the consideration of 
such bill may be referred/* 

" RESOLVED^ 

*^ That it be a general instruftion to the judges 
who shall meet to take the consent of all 
persons concerned in the consequences of 
private bills relating to estates in that part 
of the united kingdom called Ireland^ that 
they take no notice of the consent of any 
person to the passing of such bill, unless 
such person appear before them, or that it 
be made manifest to them by an instrument 
under the hand of a notary-public, duly 
executed according to the forms required by 
law, that he or she is not able to attend^ 
and doth consent to the said bilL— And on 
the 9th December 1801, these are made 
standing orders/' 

: In this stage of the business, it will be neces- 
fary, if it has not been previously done, to pre* 

c pare 
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pare and settle the bill (which must always cor- 
respond with the petition), and to make a fair 
copy of the bill with marginal ootes, a^d a copy 
of the petition and order of reference, for each 
of the judges ; and it is the usual practice, to 
prepare a draft of the judge's, report, and annej^ 
the same with the petition and order to the 
front of the bill. The proofs that are to be given 
before the judges, must be now considered ; and 
every person whose testimony will be req^uisite to 
support the petition, must attend at the bar of the 
House of Lords to be sworn, to give evidence be- 
fore the judges to whom the petition stands re-^ 
fcrred ^ : For this purpose, the names of the wit- 
nesses must be written on a slip of paper, tlie foK 
lowing title being prefixed, "Witnesses to be sworn 
(if Quakers, to be affirmed), Co give evidence be- 
fore the judges to whom the petition of ^ 

stands referred,** and a certificate thereof must 
be obtained from the clerk of the Parliaments, at 
the Padiament-office, and produced before the 
judges. The signatures to the petition, and the 
allegations therein contained, must be proved 
upon oath, by parole evidence, before the judges. 
All deeds stated in it, must be produced^ and 

7 On 2d July 1801, an A&. of Parliament wai passed, to 
authorize the judges of Scotland or Ireland, to whom peti. 
tions for bills respeAing lands may be referred by tht; House 
of Lords, to examine witnesses on oath. . ; 

theiy 
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khcir execution regularly proved by a subscribing 
witness (unless they be ancient deeds, which may 
be offered in evidence^ without proof of their 
execution); and all births, baptisms, marriages, 
and deaths^ stated, must be proved by extrads 
from the registers, duly examined therewith by 
the Witness 5 and parole testimony must be ad- 
duced to prove the identity of persons men- 
tioned in such registers. 

In order to shew by what means the pro- 
duftion of deeds may be enforced, and the 
lattendance of involuntary witnesses procilred, 
1 shiall here make a supposition, that one of 
the deeds stated in the petition, is in the pos- 
isession of a person who refuses to produce it, 
and that one of the subscribing witnesses to 
it will ixot voluntarily attend to prove the exe* 
ctttion of it*. When this happens to be the 
case, which indeed is very rare, a petition, stat- 
ing that a petition has been presented and re- 
ferred to the judges, and that such a person id 
in possession of a deed (describing the nature of 
it and its date) materially necessary to be pro- 
duced before the judges, or that he is a subscrib- 
ing witncsis to a deed stated in the petition (as 
the Qise may be), and refuses to produce such 
deed before the judges, or to attend them to prove 

» See 31 L. J. 590, and the Proceedings upon the Coxau 
lew of Ferrari' BiU^ 29 L. J. zfi-z^. 

c z tKc 
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the execution of it ; and therefore praying that he 
may be ordered to produce such deed before the 
judges, or to attend to prove the execution rf 
it. The person who signs this petition, should at* 
tend when it is offered to the House ; and he is 
generally called to the bar, and sworn, to prove 
the allegations of it, before the order is granted. 
An order will be granted, as a matter of coarse ; 
a copy of which must be served upon the person 
whose attendance is required. I apprehend, it 
requires personal service, to bring the party into 
contempt in the first instance ; and therefore I 
shall suppose the person to be denied at his u^ual 
place of abode, and a personal service of the 
order impracticable. In such case, it will be re- 
quisite to present another petition, stating the 
attempt to serve the order, and that the party 
was denied at his usual place of abode, and that 
there is reason to suppose he absconds to avoid 
the service, and that a copy of the order was left 
for him ; and therefore praying, that leaving ano- 
ther copy of the order at his usual place of resi- 
dence may be deemed a sufficient service. 

Where there are reasons to suspect the party 
absconds to evade the service of the order, and 
those reasons appear on the fece of the petition^ 
an order is generally made, that leaving a cppj of 
the former order, shall be deemed a good service ; 
and if the party, upon personal service, or on ^ a 
copy of the order* being left as above descnbed at 

bU 
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Hs place of residence, do not attend, the gentle- 
man-usher of the black-rod will be ordered to 
take him into custody, for a breach or contempt 
of privilege. But to return — When the matter 
is ripe for the inquiry of the judges, the solicitor 
should attend at the chambers of the senibr of those 
judges to whom the petition stands referred, and 
he will fix a time to examine the allegations 
therein contained. The parties having been ex- 
amined with the necessary evidence, the judges, 
if they be satisfied of the fads, and approve the 
bill and report, will sign them s though some- 
times tjiey dired alterations to be made in the 
report, or some special matter to be stated. A 
copy of the biU should be made for the signa- 
ture of the judges, and to the front of it, a 
copy of the report signed by the judges, together 
with the original petition and order of reference, 
should be annexed : The title of the bill must 
be indorsed on the back of the outside sheet : 
These must then be presented to the House, with 
a short e^trad of the bill, called a breviate, for 
the Speakers and upon reading the judges* report, 
if it favour and approve the measure, leave will 
he given to bring in the bill, which will then bo 
r^ a drst time, as a matter of course. 

At the opening of every session, the Xords 
geperally m^ke an order, that they will not re-* 
ceive wy report from the judges, upon petitions 
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for private bills, after a certain day in si^ch 0|de|? 
named. 

PROCEEDINGS 

UPON PETITIONS REFERRED! TO I^EL^CT COM- 
MITTPE3 AT THE COMMONS. 

Here it is but justice to the legislature of this 
country to premise, how cautiously and delibe- 
rately the House of Commons proceed, when 
they are petitioned by individuals to exercise that 
important privilege of imposing a pecuniary 
burthen upon the people, whether it be in the 
form of tolls or dpties, or as a pecuniary penalty. 
The orders and pradtice of the House, founded 
as they are in wisdom and justice, require that 
all such t)rivate cases, as well as matters of pub- 
lic concern, shall be morfc frequently discuss- 
ed, than other propositions • in which the le- 
vying of money on the Subjeft is not included. 
The time at which this discussion shall tiike 
place is determined by the nature of the pro- 
position — whether in a committee on the bill, 
or whether if the proposition be made on the re- 
port, or on the third reading of the bill, in a 
committee of the whole House upon the clause 
by which the sum is to be imposed*. And even 
before a private bill within the standing order 
next following can be introduced to the House, 

• 3 Hats. 1 63, 

the 
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fhe petition for leave to brii^ it in, mmt first be 
considered by a stied committee^ and nqported 
♦o the House, 

♦* On the 1 3th March 171 6 — ^Resolved,; that no^ 
bill be ordered to be brought in on any pcti- 
- . tion, for repairing or amending any higb* 
way, or for makii^ or cleansix^ any port ot 
harbour, or for making any river navigablej^ 
•r^ af^ caber work pnrposed to be carried 
m by tolk^ ^r duties to be levied on the subjeB 
in particular places y till such petition has 
been referred to a committee, and they havq 
examined the matter thereof, and reported 
the $anie to the Housc-r-Qn the 28th Febru* 
ary 1734, this is made a standing order**/* 
Wheii a petition has been referred to a com^ 
mittee to ej^mine the matter thereof, and report 
the same to- the House, the solicitor should ,pn>9 
cure a copy of the order of the commitnient from 
the committee clerk, from which he will learn the 
iiames of the members who are to compose the 
committee ; and a$ soon as he is prepared with 
the necessary evidence to ptove the^ allegations of 
the petitioner application should be made to some 
of the members named in the order requesting 
them to attend the committee. The committee 

^ This, and every other order of the House of Commom, 
cdleded hi tiie foregoing and following pages, except a few 
which wiU be noticed as they oocar, were on the 30th June 
I to rj e3(tende4 tp Ireland. 

^\ tnay 
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may meet the day after the petitioa is presented 
and referred, if the solicitor be ready with tho 
necessary evidence. The member who is to have 
the care of the bill in the House, is generally ap- 
' pointed the chairman of the committee ; besides 
whom, there must be seven other members, tp 
£3rm a committee. The signatures to the peti- 
tion are not required to be proved § but all the 
allegations of the petition must be proved by pa-> 
role evidence, though not upon oath'; and no 
affidavits of fads will be admitted "*« In the orr 
der of commitment, power is given to the com- 
mittee to send for persons, papers, and records ; 
80 that when a person will not voluntarily attend, 
or produce any writings which may be necessary, 
the chairman will, upon application for that pur- 
pose, sign an order, requiring the witness to at* 
tend, or produce the writings, as the case may re* 
quire. All orders of this sort should regularly 
be served op the party, by a messenger of the 
House ; because, if the witness should not attend 
after personal service, or be denied at bis usiial 
place of abode, in order to avoid a- personal ser- 
vice, which I apprehend is necessary to bring the 
jputy into contempt in the first instance, appli* 
caitioh must be made to the House, to compel 

, ^ 2 Hats. 144,* and seq. 

* 2 Hats. 14^, in notes. Unless they be affidarits of the 
fAlicatiqn of notices, Scq. for inclosure bills. See post, inclo- 

h^s 
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fab appearance $ and for that purpose^ a petition 
must be- presented to the House, noticing the 
cfaairman^s order, and the attempt to serve it, 
and praying, that leaving a copy of it at the usual 
place of abode of the witness, may be deemed 
good service. The messenger of the House will 
be called upon, to shew in what manner the order 
of the chairman of the committee has been exe- 
cuted ; and if there be any fair reason to suppose 
that the party absconds to evade the service, an 
order will be made, that leaving a copy of the 
chairman^s order and of this order, at the usual 
place of residence of the party, shall be deemed 
good service thereof: And unless the witness then 
attend, or does not attend when personally served^ 
or a certificate be produced of his inability to at- 
tend from illness or infirmity, the House will or- 
der the serjeant-at-arms to take him into cus- 
tody. If there be any standing orders of the 
House, relating to the matter of the petition, 
that require public notice to be given of the ap- 
plication to Parliament, the chairman will, pre- 
vious to examining the allegations of the peti* 
tion, require the solicitor to shew how far such 
standing orders have been complied with : And 
to prove that they have been duly complied with, 
the person who affixed the notices on the church- 
door, or the door of the sessions-house, should 
attend with a copy of the notice ; and the ga- 
zettes, and provincial papers in which the notices 

were 
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were inserted, should be produced before thsf^om-* 
'' inittee. . .\. ,^^i. . . . . . ,, , .„, 

The committee clerk will prepare thcLjcpor^ 
according to the evidence pro(^ced at tlie, com-^ 
mittee^ and the title of the, propQ^d biU^.shptild 
be left with him^ to go up wi^th the report. IThe 
leport may be ma4eJi>y Ajpy .memb^ei: vrho wa$ 
present at the committee. In case any mistake 
is made in the title of the biU> and it is wished to 
be altered before the bilt is .presented^ a m<ember 
should be furbished with th^new tilley.aknd be 
lequested to ;nove that the order for bringing in 
the billy made on a former day» may be read jr, and 
the order being read, that the order may b&dis^ 
charged. Then a^ motion ;&hQuki be made^ that 
the petition, atul also the report made, from tbo 
committee to whom the petition was referred, uoif 
be read; and the same being read^im order will 
be made, for leave to bring in a bii^ with the new 
title; which may be presented the same day,: if it 
be prepared*. 

It often happens, that from the want of local 
information in the solicitor, or from the negli- 
gence or misapprehension of the persons employed 
by him to affix the notices, or firom the carelcs$- 
ness of the printers of papers, that the standing 
orders are hot stridly complied with ; and indeed 
iometimes the necessity of applying to Parliament 
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does 



UrTRpDUeTQRT CHA^TEIU^ %y 

fdoes not arise, or is not discovered, until the tim« 
ftjL which |:he notices are required to be given h 
(eippircd. In these cases, it shoi^d be proved to 
the cpmniittee, how far the standing orders hav9 
}^a observed^ and what is the reason or causa 
ivhy they have not been adhered to altogether* 
and that a further delay will be attended with con<- 
siderable loss or injury to the parties $ or, in case 
pf public matters, that the public convenience and 
accommodation will be very materially aflfeded 
hy ^^f^^rtii^ the bill until another session. 

The particular reasons must be specially re«» 
ported to the House by the chairman ; and whea 
k appears to the House that some of the notices 
i::equired have been given s that the parties inte- 
rested in the measure have been individually con-- 
silked ; aad the application to Parliament made 
-wcty notcirioMS (publicity being the objed of the 
Botices.) I the House will generally grant leave ta 
{King in the bill. On the other hand, when no 
notices havq been given, or no steps taken to make 
]bhe t^pplii^ation to Parliament publicly known, it 
jseems the most proper way is, to present a peti- 
tion, in the first instance, tor leave to give notices . 
forthwith ; though the House will, in matters of 
public utility or convenience, and where the par- 
ticular occasions or circumstances of individuak 
urgently require it, grant leave to the parties, 
though no previous petition for that purpose has 
l^een exhibited^ to give public notice forthwith 

pn 
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on three successive Sundays, or at the next quar<* 
ter-sessions, as the particular case may require, of 
the application that is making to Parliament. 
When such an order has been made to give these 
notices, it will be necessary to take a retrograde 
step, and to begin, as it were, de novo. 

The order for the notices must be stridly car- 
ried into execution i and as soon as it has been 
complied with, a petition should be presented to 
the House, stating, that in pursuance of the oyder 
notices were given at the times and in manner 
therein direfted, and therefore praying for leave 
to bring in the bill. 

This petition is generally referred to the same 
committee to which the former petition was re- 
ferred, to examine and report; and then the pub- 
lication of the notices as direfted by the order, 
must be proved by parole evidence before the 
committee. After these several steps have been 
taken, the chairman will report the matter to the 
House, and then move the House, that the re« 
port which was made from the committee to 
whom the former petition was referred, may be 
again read ; and the same being read accordingly, 
leave will be given to bring in the bill : And two 
or more members (whom the solicitor may re-* 
quest the member who makes the report to no- 
minate), will be appointed to prepare and bring 
in the same. 

It sometimes happens, that upon further consi- 
deration 
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deration of the measure, it will be proper to make 
provisions in the bill, which the petition present- 
ed will not warrant. If the petition be very de- 
feftive, a petition should be presented for leave 
to withdraw it, and to present another in the stead 
thereof; but if only some few additions are to be 
made to the bill, a petition may be presented to 
the House, noticing the former petition, and 
stating that it will be requisite to make certain 
provisions in such bill, for purposes to be specified 
in the petition, in such manner as to the House 
shall seem proper, and praying accordingly. This 
petition will be referred to the same committee, 
and the allegations of it must be proved as before 
direfted. 

In matters of public utility, petitions may also 
now, or in any other stage of the bill, be offered 
to the House, from persons who will be benefited 
if the application to Parliament succeed ^ praying 
the House to take the matter into their conside* 
ration. 

Petitions praying to be heard against the bill, 
may be presented to the House in this stage of 
the business, though it is very seldom done ; be- 
cause the House have resolved, when a petition 
has been referred to a committee, that they will 
Aot admit any petitioners to be heard against it. 



^ 28 C, J. 473 ; 30 V. 720, 

until 
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until the matter thereof shall have been reported 

to the House*. 

** On the 5th May 1773— Resolved, that 
whenever any petition presented to thcf 
House, shall have been .referred to t, com- 
mittee to examine the matter thereof, and 
report the same, as it shall appear to them^ 
to the House; this House will not admit 
any petitioners to be heard by themselves, of 
eounsel, against such petition, until the mat- 
ter thereof shall have been first reported tc$ 
the House. — And this is made a standing^ 
order." 

Sec reports from committees on petitions re-? 
committed to the same committee 1 

In order to give them an instrudion, 19 C.J* 

589; 27 V. 758. 
In order to refer a petition to thera^ 26 v. Sg^d 
On information that some alterations might be 

proper to be made therein, 28 v. 130^. 
On information that several matters therein 

would require further consideration, 26 v* 

724; 27 V. 204. 
On information that further evidence is neces* 

t See 34 c. J. 41 1 > where a motion to refer a petition to 
the same committee to which a petition for a bill was re- 
ferred, was <witbdrafwn by leave of the House^ and the peti« 
t^n ordered to lie on the table. 

sary. 
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sary, touching some matters mentioned in 
the petition, 28 v. 102 j 30 v. 707* 

An order for bill discharged, and report made 
from the committee on the petition re- 
committed, 31 v. 36. 

Report from a committee, on a petition re* 
committed a second time to the same com- 
mittee, 32 V. 708, 720. 

BILL. 

It may not be improper here to observe, that 
in each House, the a6t of the majority binds the 
whole, and this majority is declared by votes 
openly and publicly given. The Speaker of the 
House of Commons never votes, but when there 
is an equality without his casting vote, which in 
that case creates a majority : But the Speaker of 
the House of Lords has no casting vote, but his 
vote is counted with the rest of the House ; and 
in case of an equality, the non-contents or nega* 
tive voices, have the same efFedt and operation as 
if they were in fa6t a majority. — See 1 1 L, J. 283. 
Every Peer has the privilege of making another 
Lord of Parliament his proxy, to vote for him 
in his absence — a privilege which a member of 
the other House can by no means have, as he 
himself is only a proxy for a multitude of other 
people.— 4th Inst. 12. 

By an order of the House of Lords, 25tli 
February 1625, a Spiritual Lord shajl only be 

. ptoxf 
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proxy for a Spiritual Lord, and a Temporal Lord 
for a Temporal Lord. 

Two or more Peers may be proxy for one ab- 
sent Peer, but they cannot vote unless they all 
concur. — ^4th Inst. 12. — Proxies cannot be used 
in a committee. 

STANDING ORDERS 

OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

" On the 17th November 1797 — Resolved, 
That the precise duration of every new tem- 
porary law should be expressed in the title 
of the bill, and also in a distindl: clause at 
the end of the bill, and no where else.*^ 

" On the 17th November 1797 — Resolved, 
That where the revival of several expired 
statutes, or the continuance of several ex- 
piring statutes, is proposed, all such as arc 
to be revived, should be included in one 
bill, and such as are to be continued in 
another 5 and that every bill for the revival 
of several statutes,' or for the continuance 
of several statutes, should express in its title, 
that the same is for reviving, or for continuing, 
the several statutes therein mentioned, and 
should describe in its title, every such sta- 
tute, by its year, chapter, and day of pass- 
ing, together with the precise duration to 
be given thereto. — These two resolutions 
declared to be standing orders.**, 

HOVSB 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 

FIRST READING OF A BILL. 

When a petition for leave to bring in a bill is 
offered to the House, and such petition is or- 
dered to be received, if it be not referred to 
two judges, leave will be given to bring in the 
bill ; and if the bill be prepared, and a copy- 
thereof made for the House, with a breviate for 
the Speaker, the bill may be presented the same 
day, by applying to a Lord for that purpose, 
who will move to have it read a first time, which 
will be ordered as a matter of course. 

If an estate bill be begun in the House of 
Commons^ on the first reading of the bill in this 
House it will be referred to two of the judges, 
who. must report their opinion thereon, before 
the bill can be read a second time. — See Pitt's 
bill, 31 L. J. 543. 

The necessary orders to be observed on bills 
for divorce, making navigations, &c. and the 
particular proceedings thereon, before the bill can 
be read a second time, will be noticed in the 
cha,pters appropriated to those particular bills. 

In this stage of a bill, the persons who oppose 
the measure generally present a petition to the 
House, praying to be heard against the bill; and 
an order is usually made for their counsel to be 
heard on the second reading of the bill. 

D ' HOUSEr 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

FIRST READING OF A BILL. 

" On the 1 2th November 1705 — Ordered, 
That all private bills brought into this House 
be printed ; and that they be printed, after 
they are presented to the House, apd before 
the first reading. On the 12th December 
1 706, this order is renewed ; and on the 
5th March 1722, it is Ordered, That no 
private bill be ^ead, before printed copies , 
thereof be delivered to the memBers of the 
House : And this order to be a standing or- 
der \" . 
As soon as the bill is settled, a copy of it 
should be made, with mai^nal notes, for the 
printer, in which blanks or void spaces must be 
left for the precise date of times, the nature and 
quantity of penalties, or for any sums of money 
to be raised, and for the names of trustees or 
commissioners to carry the ad into execution, 
unless such names are required by any standing 
order of the House to be inserted. Another copy 
of the bill must be made, to be presented to the 
House. In this copy a blank must be left on 
the first sheet, for the title of the bill ; (which 

^ The usual pradlice has been, to print private bills before 
they are presented, as they are commonly moved to be read 
a first time immediately on their being received* 

will 
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Will be settled on the third reading of the bill). 
There should be no marginal notes, nor any 
erasures or interlineations, the same blanks or 
void spaces must be left, as in the printed copies, 
and the title of the bill should be indorsed on 
the back sheet ^ 

The bill being printed, twelve prints should be 
Aft with the door-keeper of the House, before 
the bill is presented ^ arid when the House copy 
has been prepared, a breviate, that is^ a short ex-* 
traft thereof, should be made for the Speaker* 
The order of leave to bring in the bill, may be 
obtained at Mr, Dorrington's office; and that, 
as well as the breviate, is to be indorsed. The 
House copy, b^>eviate, and order of leave, with 
two of the printed bills, should then be given Jto 
one of the members named in the order, to pre- 
sent to the House. 

If it should be inconvenient to all the members 
named in the order, to attend on any particular 
day on which the parties may wish- to ha\fe the 
bill presented, any other member will be allowed 
ta present the bill, having first made a motion in 
tht Hous^, that he may be added to the gentle- 

^ See «6 CJ. 145 J ^9 C- J- 9^^; 3oCJ. 6oos ^^3 ; 31 
CJ. 75, 261 ; 33 C.J. 227, 674. The House copy of the 
bill, and the prints, must be made striflly confbnnable to the 
pra^ice of the House ; and it is usual for the soiicitcr's par- 
• liMientary agent to prepare them, and also the breviate for the 
Speaker^ 

p 2 men 
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men who are appointed to prepare and bring in 
the bill in question, which is ordered of course ; 
and then he may immediately present the bill to 
the House ; but if a bill should be presented by a 
member not named in the order, without such 
leave, in case the irregularity be discovered, the 
bill will be ordered to be withdrawn. — See 33 
C. J. 255. 

Having presented the bill, the member moves 
to have it read a first time, which is ordered of 
course. The House bill then remains with the 
clerk of the House, until it is ordered to be com- 
mitted. 

" On the 15th January 1697— It is ordered, 
that upon the first reading of every private 
bill, a time be appointed for a second read- 
ing thereof.** 

Any member may oppose the introduftion of a 
bill, or the bill itself at any of the readings ; and 
when that is the case, the sense of the House is 
taken upon the bill ; and if the opposition suc- 
ceed, the bill must be dropped for that session, as 
it must also, if opposed with success in any of the 
subsequent stages^ : But where any particular 
clause or words have been inserted in a bill, as an 
amendment by the House, in any other subse- 

j See reasons entered in 33 C.J. 726, for permitting a bill 
to be brought in the same sessions^ relative to matters for 
which they had before passed a bill which was not agreed to 
hy the Lords. Vide also a protest entered in 15 LJ. 90. 

quent 
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quent stage of the bill, the sense of the House 
may again be taken upon the same clause, or 
words, and they may be left out ; because every 
stage of a bill submits the whole and every part of 
it to the opinion of the House ; and this being 
the known order of the House, there can be no 
surprize upon any person whatever. And this 
seems to be the better opinion, and confirmed by 
precedents, (though there are precedents cont. *", 
as well as acc.^), that in every stage of a bill, 
every part of the bill is open to amendment, 
either for insertion or omission, whether the same 
amendment has been in a former stage accepted 
orrejeded", 

" On the ist June 1610 — Agreed for a rule, 
that no bill of the same substance can be 
brought in the same session," 

The substance of the rule laid down in the 2d 
L.J. 435, and stated in 2 Hats. 118, is — That a 
bill being brought into the House and afterwards 

^ Vide 22 C.J. I $6, where a clause was oflfered on the third 
reading of a navigation bill ; but it appearing that the saniie 
clause was originally in the bill, but left out by an amend- 
ipent m^e ty the pon^mittee^ the clause was wi^hd^awn, 

Vide 27 C.J. ^35, 245, the same questions on the report 
and $d reading of a road bill; 23 C.J. 336, words are left out 
on the thir^ reading of a bill, which are expressed tq have 
been inserted by an amendment made by the House to the bill. 
In 2 Hats. 124, several other similar prece4cnt§ are coUe^ed. 

■ 2 Hats» 128, in not^s. 

p 3 rejefted, 
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rcjcfted, another bill of the same argument and 
matter may not be renewed in the same House 
in the same session ; but if a bill begun in one 
House, be disliked and refused in the other, a 
new bill of the same matter may be drawn and 
begun again in that House whereunto it was sent ; 
and if, a bill being begun in either House, and 
committed, it be thought by the committees that 
the matter may be better proceeded in by a new 
bill, it is likewise holden agreeable to order, in 
such case, to draw a new bill, and bring it into 
the Housie". 

In Grey*s Debates, vol. ii. p. 3S9, it is said, 
that if a bill be rejedted by a question, nothing of 
the same nature can be brought in^igaiiithe same 
session ; but .you may withdraw the bill, in order 
to Bring in another upon debate. 

And the praftice seems now to be, when a bill 
is not properly prepared, for a member to notice 
it in the House, and move for the order respedt- 
ing it to be discharged, that the bill may be with* 
drawn, and for leave to present a proper bill, in 
the stead thereof. 

No private person can be heard against a bill, 
until a petition for that purpose has been present- 
ed to the House, and an order made in pursuance 

" Vide 26 C.J, 758, an estate bill from the Lords rend 
once, and laid aside ; and another. bill, with the Yery same 
title, ordered immediately. See post, title, ** Amendment's.'* 
In such cases, no fresh fees are paid. 

thereof. 
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thereof. ^When any opposition is expefted, in 
order to defeat that opposition, the attendance^ of 
as many niembers as possible should be procured 
in every stage of the bill. 

When the principle of a bill is opposed, this is 
the proper stage to present a petition against it j 
and the petition is generally ordefed to lie on the 
table till the second reading of the bill ; and an 
order is also made for the parties to be at liberty 
to be heard by their counsel against the bill, at 
the time appointed for the second reading. 

In all cases where the King is interested as a 
party in any bill depending, in either House of 
Parliament, either as patron of a living, or lord 
of the manor or soil, or in any other way, a print 
of such bill should be left at the Treasury, or with 
one of his Majesty's Secretaries of State, that the 
consent of the Crown may be procured ; and if 
the property and interests thereof be properly se- 
cured, or an adequate compensation proposed to 
be made for them, it is usual for the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, or some other member ap- 
pointed by his Majesty, to acquaint the House, in 
the course of the bill (generally on the second- or 
third reading), " That his Majesty having been 
informed of the purport of the said bill, gives bis 
consent, as far as his Majesty's interest is concern- 
ed, and that the House may do therein as they 
shall think fit ^•' 

• 2 Hats. ^$6, 

p 4 Until 



40 IKTRODUGTORY CHAPTER^ 

Until his Majesty's consent has been signified 
as above, the bill cannot pass ; and therefore the 
sooner his Majesty's pleasure can be made known, 
the better. His Majesty's consent must be again 
signified by the Lord Chancellor, or one of the 
Secretiaries of State in the House of Lords, atid 
so, vice versdf when ^ bill originates with the 
Lords* 

AT THE LORDS. 

SECOND READING. 

" Die Veneris, i6 Noyembris 1705 — It is or* 
dered by the Lords Spiritual and Tempor^ 
in Parlian^ent assembled, that for the future 
no private bill shall be read in this House a 
second time, until printed copies thereof be 
left with the clerk of the Parliaments, for 
the perpsal of the Lords : And that one of 
the said copies shall be delivered to every 
person as shall be concerned in ^he said bill, 
before the meeting of the committee upon 
such bill J and in case of infancy, to be de- 
livered to the guardian, or next relation of 
full age, not concerned in interest, or in the 
passing of the said bill : And that this order 
be added to the roll of standing orders, ai^d 
printed and published, to the end all persofis 
concerned may take notice thereof." 

When the bill is printed, twelve prints should be 

left 
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kft at the Parliament-office, or at the House of 
Lords, to be laid on the table -, and if the bill be 
printed soon enough, and there be no opposition ' 
to it, it may be read ^ second time the day fol- 
lowing the first reading, by applying to a Lord to 
ijiove for that purpose. 

When a petition has been presented, praying to 
be heard by counsel against the bill, and an order 
has been made for that purpose, counsel should 
attend at the House of Lords on the day appoint- 
ed for the second reading ; and they will be called 
to the bar to be heard against the bill. After the 
second reading of a bill, if it be the opinion of the 
majority of the Lords present, that the bill should 
be committed, it will be committed, in particu- 
lar caSes, to a committee of the whole House, but 
niore usually to a seleft committee, which is ge- 
nerally formed of the Lords then present j so that 
it is advisable to procure the attendance of such 
Lords on the second reading, as are proposed to 
form the committee ;* otherwise, in order to give 
any Lords who were not present on the second 
reading, a voice in the committee, theHouse must 
be moved^ " that all the Lords who have attended 
in the then session, be added to the commit- 
tee," or " that the original order of commitment 
be waived, and that the bill be committed to all 
the Lords who have attended in the then present 
session." Request being made to.avLord for that 
purpose, he will get the bill committed for any 

parti- 
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particular day that may best suit all parties ; and 
should any thing prevent the meeting of the 
committee on the day appointed, the committee 
may sit on any subsequent day. 

The fees payable upon all bills, are due on the 
second reading thereof; and the officers of the 
House have a right to withhold a bill from being 
read a second time, until the fees are paid, or 
some person is answerable for the paying of 
them ^. 

Previous to the meeting of the committee, 
every person who is to give evidence before the 
committee, must be sworn at the bar of the 
House of Lords ; and for this purpose the same 
steps are to be taken, as are pointed out for the 
swearing of witnesses to give evidence before the 
judges ; but no certificate of their having been 
sworn is required. 

^ See in L. J. 2 2 V. 628, a list of fees payable to the offi. 
cers of that House for every private bill. 

Vide 13 C.J. 3^6, a table of fees payable on the passing 
of/ private bills in the House of Commons: also standing order 
of 24th June 1 80 1. 

Vide 28 L.J. 520, and 26 C, J. 278, the rule observcfi 
in ascertaining the quantum of fees due for each particular 
bill. 

Vide in 2 Hats. 2689 a collection of bills that paid fees, 
though public in their operation. 

iQ C.J. 290, Sir Thomas Armstrong's bill ordered to pass 
without paying fees, 

H0US« 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

SECOND READING. 

** On the 24th November 1699-7- Ordered, 
That there be three days between the several 
readings of all private bills. — On the 15th 
February 1700, this is declared to be a 
standing order : And is repeated on the 
1 8th January 1708." — (Does not extend to 
Ireland,) 
This order is construed to be an interval of 
three complete days, exclusive of the days of 
reading. 
" On the 30th June i8oi — Resolved, That 
there be twenty- one days at least, between 
the first and second reading of every private 
bill relating to Ireland.'^ 
" On the 13th June 1751 — The House agreed 
to a resolution reported from a committee 
on the 4th June, That no bill, or clause, for 
the particular interest or benefit of any per^ 
son or persons, county or counties, corpora* 
tion or corporations, or body or bodies of 
people, shall be read a second time, unless 
, fees be paid for the same. And this is or- 
dered to be printed, and hung up in the- 
lobby, with the table of fees*^." 

« Vide C.J. 27th June 1607; 7th February 1661 ; 6th 
^ay 1664; 17th May 1689; 21st May 1702. 

On 
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On the second reading, .if there be no success* 
ful opposition, the hill will be committed, and 
the committee clerk will affix in the lobby the 
notice which is required by the standing order 
inserted under the head Conimittee. As soon as 
the bill is committed, a list of the members to 
whom it is so committed, should be obtained 
from the committee clerk by tlie solicitor, and 
application should be made by him to some or all 
of them, as the particular circumstances of the 
ca§e may recjuire, requesting them to attend the 
committee. If the committee shoulcj be fixed 
for a. time when it will be inconvenient for any of 
the parties interested to attend, it may be deferred 
to a future day, that will better suit the con- 
venience of all parties ; but in this case a reason- 
able notice when the committee will sit, should 
be given to all persons who intend to oppose the 
bill. 

In this stage petitions may be preferred to the 
House by parties concerned in the consequences 
of a bill, for leave to be heard by themselves Or 
agents against such parts of the bill as affeft 
their rights and interests, or that some particular 
provisions may be made in the bill on their ac- 
count : and such petitions are generally referred 
to the committee to whom the bill stands re* 
ferred, unless the provisions prayed for be of a 
nature that require the petition should be first 
considered by a committee, agreeable to the 

standing 
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Standing order of the 28th February 1734' ;. and 
then, upon the report of the committee on such 
petition, the House will, if it be right and pro- 
per so to do, order, " That it be an instrudioa 
to the committee to whom the bill is com- 
mitted, to make the provisions prayed for in the 
petition*" 

Only those particular members named in the 
order of commitment, will have a voice at the 
committee on the bill, unless the House be moved 
*• that all members who come to the committee 
have voices," and an order be made accordingly. 
This order is generally applied for, and made, 
when a bill is opposed. 

• COMMITTEE AT THE LORDS. 

A committee of the whole House is composed 
of every member present ; and in order to form 
it (another Lord being appointed chairman), the 
Speaker quits the woolsack, and may sit and de- 
bate as a private member. There must be five 
Lord^ to make a seledt committee -, and any Lord 
may be present at any such seleA committee, but 
is not to give his voice, unless he be named to be 
of the committee'. 

Bills are referred to committees, that the sub- 
jeft matter of the bill may have the most full 
and free discussion, and particularly for the pur- 

' In p. 23, ante. 

* 4 Hats. 124, in notes. Lex Parliam. 532. 

pose 
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pose of considering whether any, and what, al- 
terations or amendments are necessary to be 
made in the form of the bill ; and consequently 
this is the most proper stage of the bill to oflfer 
such alterations or amendments as may be thought 
requisite for efFeftuating the purposes of the bill, 
or for guarding the interests of certain fpersons 
who might be unjustly affcAed by the bill, un- 
less some particular provisions or exemptions were 
to be inserted. The committee are first to read 
the bill, then to consider the same by parts. The 
preamble is usually considered after the other 
parts of the bill, because upon consideration of 
the body of the bill, such alterations may be 
made therein, as may also occasion the alteration 
of the preamble. 

The witnesses necessary to support the allega- 
tions of the bill, having been previously sworn 
at the bar of the House, must attend at the com* 
mittee to be examined and give their evidence. 
The manner of compelling involuntary witnesses 
to attend, has been already pointed out*. If 
any persons have petitioned for the insertion of 
particular provisions in a bill on their behalf, or 
have petitioned against any particular parts of the 
bill, and such petitions have been referred to the 
committee on the bill, they should attend at the 
committee to be heard on their petitions. 

* Vide 31 L.J. 590, witness •rdered to attend a com« 
mittee, and produce papers. See ante, p. 19, to* 

The 
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The committee may not erase, interline, or 
blot the bill itself ; but must in a paper by itself 
set down the amendments in this manner, in 
such a folio, and such a line, between such a word 
and such a word, or after such a word, insert these 
words, or omit these words : And every additional 
clause which is intended to be proposed, should 
be written on a separate sheet of paper, properly 
indorsed and ticketed ". 

When the amendments are all perfeded, every 
one being voted singly, all of them are to be 
read at the committee, and put to the question, 
" Whether the same shall be reported to the 
House ?" When the vote is to be put, any 
member of the committee may move to add to 
those amendments, or to amend any part of the 
bill. After the bill with the amendments, are 
gone through, if any clause is intended to be 
added, it should then be proposed. If the vote 
of the committee pass for reporting the amend- 
ments to the House, then the chairman of the 
committee is appointed to make the report j and 
when that has been done, the committee is dis- 
solved, and can ad no more without a new powers 
but where a committee have not time to examine 
the bill fully at the first sitting," it may be ad- 
journed, and meet again on a future day. 

The committee clerk prepares the report, and 

paper of amendments to be made to the House, 

• Lex Parliam. 535, 

and 
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and the solicitor for the bill should attend at the 
Parliament-office to examine them, before the 
report is made to the House. 

COMMITTEE AT THE COMMONS: 

"On the 24th November 1699 — Ordered^ 

That the chairman of the committee for any 

private bill do not sit thereupon, without a 

week's public notice thereof set up in the 

lobby. — On the 15th February 1700, this 

is declared to be a standing order : And is 

repeated on the 18th January 1708 '.^ 

As the committee is appointed to meet in the 

afternoon of the day on which the bill is cona- 

mitted, it has been sometimes the pradice to sit 

on that day se^nnight, in which case the notice 

should be affixed on the evening of the day the 

bill is committed "*". 

" On the 15th January 1705 — Ordered, That 
all persons concerned in interest in private 
bills, in case they are able, do personally 
attend the committee, to give their con- 
sents ; and if they are not able personally to 

" Vide C. J. where leave has been given to seleft com- 
mittees to sit sooner than allowed by the standing orders, 
18 V. 470,596; 20 V. 328,329; 21 V. 326; 25 V. 183, 
654 ; 26 V. 1015 ; 28 V. 272, 589, 597, 923, 924 ; 29 v. 
'050; 31 V, 390, 6^6; 32 V, 873, on account of the ill 
health of a witness ; $s v. 346, 632, 782* 

^ Vide order, i C.J. 468. 

attend. 
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attend, that they give certificates of their 
consent, to be proved by one or more wit* 
nesses before the committee/' — This orcfer 
does not extend to Ireland, 
" On the 30th June 1801 — Resolved, That all 
persons concerned in interest in private bills, 
relating to that part of the united kingdom 
called Ireland^ do personally attend the com- 
mittee to give their consents, or do signify 
the same to one of the judges of that part 
of the united kingdom, whose certificate 
shall be taken as proof of such consent; un- 
less the committee to whom any petition or 
private bill shall be referred, shall otherwise 
order." 
** On the 30th June 1801 — Resolved, That in 
all private bills relating to that part of the 
united kingdom called Irelandj the notices 
required by the standing orders of this 
House, and the allegations in the preamble 
of such bills, may be proved before any 
judge of that part of the united kingdom, 
whose certificate shall be admitted as evi- 
dence of such proof having been made, un- 
less the committee to whom any petition or 
private bill shall be referred, shall otherwise 
order." 
1 2th April 1604 — Upon a motion made, touch- 
ing the slow proceeding and dispatch of such bills 
and business, as were depending in the House, 

E ' which 
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which grew (as was said) by the non-attendance 
of the committees, it was 

** Ordered, That if eight of any committee do 
assemble, they might proceed to a resolu- 
tion in any business of the House." 

To form a committee of the whole House, 
there must be forty members present, and the 
Speaker quits the chair, and votes like any other 
member. At a scle6t committee, when eight 
members have assembled, the bill may be pro- 
ceeded with. 

At a committee, petitioners ^e, by the rules 
of the House, to be heard only against particular 
clauses and provisions in the bill, and will not be 
permitted to offer any reasons against the prin- 
ciple of the bill *. 

In these comtnittees, the bill is debated clause 
by clause, and after all parties concerned have 
been heard, the blanks left for the precise date 
of times, the nature and quantity of penalties, 
or of any sum of money to be raised, are settled 
and filled up, and such alterations and amend- 
ments as are thought necessary, are made to the 
bill. After the committee has gone through the 
bill, the chairman of the committee is directed ' 
to report it to the House. This House does not 
examine the witnesses upon oath^, but in all other 

* Vide 26 C.J. 217, 933. 

y See 2 Hats. 144 and seq. whether the House of Com. 
mons have power to administer an oath. 

respefts. 
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fftspefts, what has been said under the head com- 
mittee in the Lords, is applicable to proceedings 
in this House. 

When a necessary witness refuses to attend the 
committee, one of the members of the committee 
should move in the House, that the committee 
may have power to send for persons, papers, and 
records ; and when such an order has been made, 
the chairman of the committee will sign an order 
for the person whose attendance is required, to at- 
tend and give evidence before the committee. 

When the committee clerk has prepared the 
report and paper of amendments, to be reported 
to the House, the solicitor for the bill should 
attend to examine the report with the House bill, 
and see that all the amendments agreed upon at 
the committee are correftly made out. All new 
clauses that are added by the committee, should 
be copied on separate sheets of paper, and not 
inserted in the report, as amendments made by 
the committee in the body of the bill. See 2 1 
C. J. 570, where a report was withdrawn to redify 
a mistake in this respeft. — See also 19 C.J. 54, a 
report on a road bill, re-committed on account of 
mistakes in the amendments. 

REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEES 

AT THE LORDS. 

** Die Sabbati 5 Aprilis 1707 — It is ordered by 

the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parlia- 

E 2 ^ ment 
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m^nt assembled. That on all reports mad« 
from committees, of amendments to bills, few? 
the future, the Lord that makes the report, do 
explain to the House the efFeA and coherence 
of each amendment -, and that on the clerk's 
second reading of the same amendments, the 
Lord on the woolsack do the same : And this 
to be added to the roll of standing orders." 
As soon as the report has been prepared by the 
committee clerk, the chairman of the committee 
will report to the House the bill with the amend- 
ments, (if any) ; and if there be no amendments 
made to the bill, the chairman generally makes 
the report to the House the same day on which 
the committee have sat. 

REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEES 

AT THE COMMONS. 

" On the 31st of March 1699 — Ordered, That 
the chairman of the committee, upon the re- 
port of every private bill, do acquaint the 
House, that the allegations of the bill have 
been examined, and that the parties concern- 
ed have given their consent to the satisfac- 
tion of the committee ; and that the same 
be a standing order of the House." — Not ex- 
tended to Ireland. 

" On the 24th November 1699 — Ordered, 
That the chairman do acquaint the House> 
whether the allegations of the bill have been 

examined^ 
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examined, and the parties concerned have 
given their consents to the satisfadtion of the 
committee. And this is declared to be a 
standing order on the 15th February 1700; 
and is renewed on the i8th January 1708." 
* The report being prepared by the committee 
clerk, and examined by the solicitor, the chair- 
man of the committee should be applied to, and 
he will report to the House the bill with the 
amendments ; and if the same are agreed to, the 
bill with the amendments will be ordered to be 
ingrossed. 

When a bill has been ordered in immediately 
on presenting a petition, and the report from the 
committee states that the standing orders of the 
House relating to notices have not been com- 
plied with, the House sometimes orders notices 
to be given forthwith ; and in that case the notices 
must be given, and a petition presented in the 
manner before stated, under title, " Petitions re* 
fcrrcd to Committees'." 

On the report, amendments are sometimes 
made to the bill, but the House will not enlarge 
the tim~es or dates appointed by the bill for effec- 
tuating any purpose, ndr increase the penalties, 
though it will occasionally shorten the dates, and 
lessen the penalties, without re-committing the 
bill; but this is seldom applied for: Therefore 
when such, or any other material alterations are 
wished to be made in the bill after it has gone 
f Vide pp. 27, 28, s^ntc. 
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through a committee, the bill should be reported; 
and the House, on being informed by the mem- 
ber who makes the report, that it will be necessary 
to make some further alterations in the bill, it 
will be re-committed for that purpose*. 

The House have been very cautious not to re- 
ceive a clause in which any pecuniary fine is im- 
posed, on the report, the Speaker being in the 
chair, but to commit such clause to a committee 
of the whole House * ; or, if that is thought in- 
convenient, to re-commit the bill to the com- 
mittee from whence it was reported, that the im- 
posing such pecuniary fines might at least receive 
the consideration and sandlion both of a com:- 
mitttee and of the House. 

If the House be not satisfied with the report, 
or are of opinion that the subje(3: has not been 
sufficiently canvassed, they will sometimes re-; 
commit it, or some part of it, for the purpose of. 
receiving more accurate information, or more 
narrovyly inquiring into the nature^nd expediency 
. of the measure proposed**. 

See 26 C.J. 217, 933, where a second petition 
against a bill was presented to the House, on the 
report of the bill from the committee (the parties 
not having been pjcrmitted to assign their reasons 
against the bill before the committee), and an 
order made for the petitioners to be heard on the 
third reading of the bill. 

^ 27 C.J. 501. 

* 24 C.J. 796; 39 C.J. 951. 

.** 3 Hats. 158; z6C.J. 51 \ 30V.1Z0. 
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AT THE LORDS. 

THIRD READING OF THE INGROSSED .BILL. 

When the ingrossment is prepared, the solici- 
tof should, attend at the Parliament-office in 
Abingdon- street, to examine it. Great care should 
be taken, that it is verbatim the same with the 
House bill, and amendments, if any be made to 
it. The ingrossment should then be laid on the 
table, and some Lord should be requested to 
move to have it read a third time; and if any 
amendments or clauses are desired to be added,. 
the solicitor should prepare them, and request a 
Lord to propose them to the House. The bill 
is then read a third time, and the question will be 
put. Whether the bill shall pass ? And if resolved 
in the affirmative, two masters in Chancery will 
be ordered to carry it to the House of, Commons,, 
to desire their concurrence to it, unless the bill- 
originated with the Commons; in that case, 
it remains in the Lords' House, to wait the 
Royal Assent ; and a message is sent by two mas- 
ters in Chancery to the House of Commons, to 
inform them that the Lords have agreed to the 
bill. 

If the Lords make any amendments to a bill 
that originates with the Commons, the bill itself, 
with the amendments, is returned to them for 

£ 4 their 
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their concurrence; and if the Lords' amendments 
are agreed to, the Commons will return the bill 
again to the Lords, to wait the Royal Assent. 

AT THE COMMONS, 

THIRD READING OF THE INGROSSED BILL. 

When a bill originates at the Lords, it is gene- 
rally read a third time in this House the same day 
it is reported ; and a member is ordered to carry 
it to the Lords, to inform them that the House 
has agreed to the bill, either with or without 
amendments, as the case may happen to be. 

When a bill originates at the Commons, after 
the House has ordered it to be ingrossed, the soli- 
citor should attend, to examine the ingrossment 
before it is laid on the table ; and if it be neces- 
sary to make amendments in this stage of the 
bill, the solicitor should prepare a paper of amend- 
ments, referring to the presses and lines in the 
ingrossment ; or if a new clause is to be added, it 
must be ingrossed on parchment, with proper 
blanks, and given to a member to offer to the 
House; and in case the House agree to the 
amendments and new clause, the bill will be 
altered by the clerk at the table, and the ingross- 
ed clause, which is then called a rider, will be 
ticked to the biU*" : But if the clause intended to 

^ 26 C.J. 216. 

be 
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be added to the bill is to contain a pecuniary fine, 
after the clause has been read twice, the prafticc 
is, to commit it to a committee of the whole 
House, and to fill up the blanks with the sum to 
be paid ; and as soon as the Speaker resumes the 
chair, the clause is reported, read a third time, 
and agreed to^. 

The bill having been read a third time, the ti- 
tle of it is then settled; and when it is intended 
to be varied from that which is indorsed on the 
House copy, the new title should be written on a 
sheet of paper, and laid upon the table with the 
ingrossed bill ; and the member who has the care 
of the bill in the House, should be requested to 
propose it. After the new title has been agreed 
to by the House, the ingrossed bill should be 
taken to the I ngrossing- office, to have the title 
indorsed upon it ; and when that has been done, 
it must be returned to the House, to be signed by 
the clerk. • The ingrossed bill being signed by 
the clerk, a member will be ordered to carry 
it to the Lords, to desire their concurrence 
to it; and on the same or some subsequent 
day, such meniber, attended by seven othct 
members, will carry it to the bar of the House 
of Lords, and there deliver it to their Speak- 
er, who comes down from his woolsack to 
receive it; and it is usual to read the bill a 
first time in that House, immediately upon its 

** See remarks ante, head, '< Report,** p. 54. 

bein^ 
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being received. The bill then goes through all 
the same forms in the House of Lords (except 
being ingrossed afresh), and remains with the 
Lords, to wait the Royal Assent, unless the Lords 
make amendments to the bill, and in that case it 
must be returned to the Commons, for their con- 
currence. 

AMENDMENTS. 

Though, generally speaking, either House may 
make amendments to ingrossed bills sent to them 
from the other, yet if the Lords shorten* or ex-., 
tend^ the time, or alter the manner appointed 
for coUefting*^ any sum of money, or alter the 
manner in ^which such money is to be ap- 
plied \ or subjeft any person to*, or exempt any 
froni^, the payment of tolls", or alter the sum to 
be raised or coUefted^ or alter the na|;nes of the. 
persons, commissioners or colledlors"*, appointed 
to manage any toll or rate, or add to, or diminish 

• 16 C.J. 375:. 
' 10 C.J. 238, 

« 8 C.J. 112, as to exclusive right in the Commons to 
name commissioners in bills that charge the people. Ibid. 169. 
h 15 C.J. 649. 

* 8 C.J. 435 J 45 ▼•5U- 

J 15 C.J. 355; 20 V. 859. 

k 8 C.J. 316. 

' 9 C.J. 235. 

"» ID C.J. i33>780 5 39 V. 693. 

from. 
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from", any sum inflided as a penalty, or insert a 
new clause which inflids a penalty**, or alter the 
application or distribution of a pecuniary penalty^, 
it seems the House of Commons cannot, con- 
sistent with its forms, proceed further in the bill; 
but the House is at liberty, and it is according 
to order, to give leave to bring in a new bill, 
agreeable to the opinion of the House on the. 
subjed : And this without a petition being pre- 
sented for that purpose'. In all other parts and 
clauses of such bill not relative to any of the 
above matters, the Commons have not objeded 
to the Lords making alterations or amendments*. 
When either House does not agree to the 
amendments made by the other, a conference 
usually follows between certain members deputed 
from each House, who for the most part settle 
and adjust the difference ; but if both Houses re- 
main inflexible, the bill is dropped. 

ROYAL ASSENT. 

When a bill has received the sandion of both 
Houses, it is deposited in the House of Lords, to 

» 14C.J. 76. 

• 10 C.J. 534; 33 V. 954, p. 4, ante. 

P 10 C.J. 693. 

« Vide p. 38, ante. 

' 3 Hats. 138, 9, 140, and title, •« Supply," passim. Vide 
i^ 37 C.J. 820, report of precedents of amendments made hf 
die Lords to bills of Inclosure, collefled by a oomxpitteei- 

wait 
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wait the Royal Assent, which may be given twa 
ways. 

I j/. In person. The King coming to the House 
of Peers in his crown and royal robes, and send-^ 
ing for the Commons to the bar, the title of the 
bill is read by the clerk of the crown, and the 
King*s answer is declared by the clerk of the Par- 
liament in Norman French. 

2^/y, By the statute 33 of Henry VIII. c. 21, 
the King may give his assent by letters patent 
under his great seal, signed with his hand, and 
notified in his absence to the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal and to the Commons, assembled toge* 
gether in the High House : And when the bill 
has received the Royal Assent in either of these 
ways, it is then, and not before, a Statute or aft 
of Parliament. 

Formerly every statute began to have effeft, 
unless a particular time for its commencement 
was therein mentioned, from the first day of that 
session of Parliament in which it was made. 
1 Rol. Abr. 465 5 4 Inst. 25, 27. But now, by 
the statute 33 Geo. 111. it is enafted, that when 
the operation of an aft of Parliament is not di- 
refted to commence from any time therein speci- 
fied, the clerk of the Parliament shall indorse 
upon it the day on which it receives the Royal 
Assent; and that day shall be the date of its 
commencement. 

Though it will not be necessary for our present 

purpose^ 
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purpose, to enter into a detail of the manner in 
which Parliament may be adjourned and pro- 
rogued, or to state the different ways in which it 
may be dissolved', yet it may not be irrelative to 
our subjedt, to state briefly what maketh a sessioa 
of Parliament, and the effect and operation of a 
prorogation, adjournment, or dissolution, on the 
proceedings upon private bills. 
, 1^/, The passing of any bill or bills, by giving: 
the Royal Assent thereunto, or the giving any 
judgment in Parliament, doth not make a session, 
but the session doth continue until that session be 
prorogued or dissolved. 4. Inst. 27^2 Hats. 329. 
±dly^ The diversity between a prorogation and 
an adjournment, or continuance of the Parliament 
is, that by the prorogation in open court, there is 
a session; and then such bills as passed in either 
House ot; both Houses, and had no Royal Assent 
to them, must at the next assembly be begun d€ 
^lovoi for every several session of Parliament is in law 
a several Parliament ; but if it be but adjourned or 
continued, then there is no session ; and conse- 
quently all things continue in the same state they 
were in before the adjournment. 4 Inst. 17. 

• The i;eader is referred to Mr. Hastens 2 vol. of Prece- 
dents, where this subjeft is elaborately discussed. See also 
5 Com. Digest, title, " Parliament." 
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See a standing order of the House of Commons, 
9th April 1772, 33 C.J. 678, relating to bills re- 
spefting Trade. 

Another standing order of the 30th April 1772, 
33 C.J. 714, relating to bills respe(9;ing Religion. 

See standing orders of the House relating t& 
applications for Public Money ^ nth June 1713, 
17 C.J. 417; 29th March 1707, 15 C.J. 367; 
25th March 17 15, 18 C.J. 23. 

See 27 L.J. 538; 13 C.J. 512; 26 C.J. 
170, 797; 27 C J. 447, 537, 548; 28 C.J. 244, 
251 ; where the protedion and privilege of the 
House has been ordered for parties, during the 
dependence of private bills in which they were in- 
terested, or on which they were attending. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER I. 



INCLOSURE AND DRAINAGE BILLS. 

BILLS for dividing, inclosing, draining, or 
exonerating from tithes any lands, fens, com- 
mons, or waste grounds, or to confirm any divi- 
sions or inclosures of lands made by agreement 
between the parties, should originate in the Housf 
of Commons-^ and the first step to be taken towards 
obtaining an ad: for any of those purposes is, to 
give notice of an intended application to Parlia- 
ment, agreeable to the following resolutions of 
the House* 

NOTICES. 

** On the 15th April 1 774— Resolved, That be- 
fore any petition is presented to the House 
for inclosing, draining, or improving any 
lands, fens, or commons, a printed or written 
notice of such intended application to Par- 
liament be affixed on the church-door of the 
parish or parishes in which such lands, fens, 

or 
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or commons do lie', for three Sundays, in the 
months of August and September, or either 
of them, immediately preceding the session 
of Parliament in which such petition is to be 
presented. On the 25th April 1774, this is 
made a standing order/* 
See precedents for Chapter I. in Appendix (a). 
As publicity is the objedt of these notices, it is 
proper that the notices should be put up before 
divine service is performed, where it can be done 
without much inconvenience : But I apprehend 
the order would be considered to have been com- 
plied with, if the notices were affixed at any time 
before the close of the evening on Sunday : And 
though the House has prescribed no particular 
form for them, it is right that the nature and ex- 
tent of the lands intended to be inclosed, drained, 
&c. should be therein clearly defined. 

The person who affixes the notice on the church* 
door, should keep a copy of it, as he will be call- 
ed upon to prove before the committee, that the 
above order has been complied with ; or in case 
of an inclosure only, to make an affidavit before 
two magistrates, that he saw the notice, which is 
to be annexed to the affidavit, upon the church- 
door for three Sundays, as above-mentioned. It 

* If any cottagers In the adjoining parish or parishes, have 
a right of common on the lands to be inclosed, notice^ mutt 
be affixed on the church-door of every such parish* 

is 
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is not necessary to affix u{!)on the church-door a 
fresh notice every Svindayi unless the fitst \>c torn 
or obliterated^ Vide ante, p. 26, for observations 
on previous notices. 

PETITION. 

The due notices having been given in the 
' month of August and September, or one of them, 
a petition to the House for leave to bring in the 
bill, may be prepared, and the signatures of two 
or three of the principal proprietors obtained to it; 
and perhaps it may be advisable to take the sig- 
natures of as many proprietors as are willing to 
sign, in order to prevent their being afterwards 
seduced or influenced to oppose the bill; though 
it must afthc same time be remembered, that no 
person who signs the petition, will be an admissi- 
ble evidence in either Pouse ; therefore no pro- 
prietor, whose evidence may be thought necessary 
to support the bill, should sign the petition**. 
Application should be made to one of the mem- 
bers for the county within which the parish is si- 
tuated, to present the petition, and he should be 
requested to take the care of the bill in the House. 

Upon the petition's being presented, if it be 
merely to inclose lands, or to confirm an agree- 
ment under which lands have been already in- 
closed, leave will be given to bring in the bill, 
whichi if it be prepared and printed, may be 

* See standing orders relating to petitiongj ante, pp. 7, 8. 
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brought in the same day, and read a first time 
(though it seems more decorous to wait till the 
day following, unless it be towards the close of 
the session) ; or it may be brought in afterwards, 
at any time that is agreeable to the parties during 
the session. 

If the petition be for draining fens, &c. it will 
be referred to a seled committee of members, who 
are to examine the matters thereof, and report the 
same to the House, before the bill can be brought 
in. The proceedings in such cases have been before 
stated '. 

" On the 15th November 1775 — Resolved, 
That when any petition for inclosing, drain- 
ing, or improving any lands, fens, or com- 
mons, hath been presented to this House, 
tlie committee to whom the sai4 petitioa 
shall be referred ; or in case the said petition 
shall not be referred to a committee, then 
the committee to whom the bill for those 
purposes shall be committed, do examine in 
the first place, how far the orders contained 
in the two resolutions of the 15th of April 

1774, made standing orders on the 25th 
April 1774*** have been complied with; ind 
the chairman of such committee shall report 
the same to the House, on the report of such 
petition or bill. On the zid November 

1775, this is made a standing order." 



^ See- p. 23, ante. 

' See one order in p. ^3, ^nte ; the otber p. 6j. 
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s 
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BILL* 

See an a£t passed in the 41 Geo. IIL for coh'» 
solidatiog in one adl certain provisions usually in- 
serted in ads of inclosure, and for facilitating the 
mode of proving the several fafts usually required 
on the passing of such ads^ 

In framing the bill, care must be taken to in* 
sert the provisions which are required by the fol* 
lowing standing orders to be ma^e therein* 

" On the 15th April 1774— Resolved, That 
in all bills for inclosing lands or com* 
mons, the names of the commissioners pro* 
posed to be appointed, and the compensa- 
tions intended for the lord of the manor, and 
the owners of tithes, in lieu of their respec- 
tive rights, where any bargains or agree- 
ments have been made for such compensa^ 
tions^ be inserted in the copy of the bill pre- 
sented to the House J and that all copies 
of such bills, whether printed or written, 
which shall be sent to any of the persons in- 
terested in the said manor, tithes, lands, or 
commons, for their consent, do contain the 
names of such proposed commissioners, and 
also such intended compensations* On the 
25th April 1774, this is made a standing 
order." 
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" On the 30th June 1 801— Resolved, That 
the three last foregoing resolutions be ad- 
hered to." 
" On the 2 7 th April 1 7 74 — Resolved, That in all 
bills for inclosures, there be inserted a clause 
compelling the commissioners to account for 
all monies by them laid out and assessed on 
the parties concerned in the said inclosures. 
And this is made a standing order." 
First order, — •* On the 14th March 1781 — 
Resolved, That in all bills for inclosing 
lands or commons which shall be presented 
to this House after this session of Parlia- 
ment, provision be made for fencing out all 
the public carriage-roads on each side from 
the lands adjoining ; and for preventing any 
gate from being erefted across any of the said 
roads, or trees being planted on either side 
of the said public roads, nearer to each other 
than within the distance of fifty yards. And 
this is made a standing order." 
" .On the 14th March 1 781— Resolved, That 
in all bills for inclosing lands or commons 
which shall be presented to this House after 
this session of Parliament, provision be made 
for empowering and requiring, the commts* 
sioners named in such bills, to appoint one 
or more surveyor or purveyors with a salary, 
for the first forming and also putting into 

good 
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• good and sufficient repair the public carriage- 
roads i and for defraying the eiq^ence of 
such salary and of such forming and repair 
which shall be incurred over and- above the 
statute-duty, either by sale of il sufficient 
portion of the said lands, or by a rate upon 
the owners and proprietors of the lands so 
inclosed within the said parish ^ and for pre- 
venting any charge or burthen being laid on 
the inhabitants, not being owners or proprie-r 
tors of lands, towards the first forming, mak- 
ing, and repairing the said roads, other than « 
the statute-duty, until the same 6hall by the 
said commissioners, or the said surveyor or 
surveyors, be certified before the justices at 
their quarter-sessions for the county in which 
such parish shall lie, to be completely formed 
and made good j ,which certificate the said 
commissioners, or the said surveyor or sur- 
veyors, shall be obliged to deliver to the said 
justices within two years after the award, or 
give sufficient reasons for further allowance 
of time riot exceeding ofie other year, under 
certain penalties to be specified in the said 
bills respeftively. And this is made a stand- 
' ' ing of dfen" 

' N.Bi This last order was repealed by an order 
"df the 30th June 1 8ai . ' 

'- ' « 3d March i aoo— Resolved, That in all bills of 
? * ihclQsurQ ther«- be inserted ti dausi, compell- 
"^^ - F S ing 
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ing the commissioners to keep at the office 
of their clerk, a book of accounts, open at 
all reasonable times during ihe progress of 
the inclosure, and till the accounts are finally 
settled, for the inspedion of any qf the pro- 
prietors ', which book shall contain an entry 
of the particulars of all sums of money ra,ised 
or expended by virtue of any powers granted 
by the ad, ynder a penalty on such com- 
missioners or their clerk, for negleding or 
refusing the same : And also a clause, pro- 
viding that all monies to be raised under and 
by virtue of the powers contained in such 
ad, shall, as often as the same shall amount 
to the sum of 50!. be paid into the hands of 
some banker, or of ^uch other person or per- 
sons as shall be approved by a majority in 
value, of such proprietors who shall be prc-^ 
^ent at the first meeting of the said com- 
missioners j^ and in the notice of which meet- 
ing shall be expressed the intention of then 
appointing sych banker, or such other per- 
son or persons : And that no monies be 
issued out of the hands of such banker, or 
other person or persons, without an order of 
the commissioners, specifying the person to 
whom the safpe ^re payable, and the service 
for which the same are due; and that the 
balance, if any, upon the final settlement of 
' accoifQt$9 siha|l be immediately repaid to the 

If nd- 
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land-owners, in proportion to the sums re- 
'fipedively paid by them : And also a clause, 
providing that the award shall be read and 
executed by the commissioners, in the pre- 
sence of the proprietors who may attend at a 
special general nieeting called for that pur- 
pose, of which ten days notice at least shall 
be given in some newspaper to be named, 
circulating within the county j which, exe- 
cution of such award shall be proclaimed the 
nejtt Sunday in the parish^* church, from the 
time of which proclamation only, and not 
before such award, shall be considered as 
complete. And this is made a standing 
order." 
♦*Die Mercurii, 7 Maii 1800 — Ordered by the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament 
assembled. That in any inclosure, road, 
drainage, paving, dock, or navigation bill, 
whenever any sum of money is under the 
provisions of such aj£t to be paid for the 
purchase or exchange' of any lands, tene- 
ments, ©r hereditaments, or which sum of 
money ought to be laid out in the purchase 
of other lands, tenements, or hereditaments 
Jo be settled to the sanie uses, provisions 
shall be made in the said bill, that such 
sum of money, not being less than the sum 
of 20oh be paid into the Bank of England^ 
in ^e name apd with the privity of the Ac- 
fd^ countant^ 
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countant-General of the court of Chancery, to 
be placed to his account, ex parte the com- 
missioners under such particular bill, or un- 
der such other title as by th^e said bill shall 
be direfted, pursuant to the methods pre- 
scribed by the aft of the 12th year of King 
GsoRiGE the First, c. 3^, and the general 
orders of the said court, and without fee or 
reward ; and shall when so paid in, there re- 
main until the same shall, by order of the 
. .said court, upon, a petition to be preferred 
, io'tbe said court in a summary way, be ap- 
plied either in the purchase^of land-tax, or 
towards the discharge of any debts or incum- 
brances afFeding the said lands, tenements 
fhd hereditaments so purchased or ex- 
.. changed; pr until the samefchall, upon the 
like application, be laid, out in a summary 
. way, by order of the said court, in the pur- 
chase of other lands, tenements or heredita- 
ments, to be settled to the like uses : And 
in the mean time, and until such order can 
be made, such money may, by order of the 
said court, be laid out in some of the public 
funds, or in government or. real securities: 
Arid the dividends or interek arising there- 
from shall, by order of the said court, be 
paid ta such person or persons as would 
for the time being be entitltd to the rents 
and prpfitsQf. such lands, tenements and he- 

redi- 
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reditaments so to be purchased, conveyed 
and settled: And in case such sum of money 
shall be less than the sum of zooL and shall 
exceed the sum of 20I. then and in such 
case, §uch sum of money shall, with the ap- 
probation of the coinmissioners ading under 
suq^ aft, or any three or more of them, be 
pi^id into the Bank of England, and applied 
by order of the court of Chancery in manner 
herein before direded, or may without any 
order of the court of Chancery, be paid into 
the hands of two trustees to be nominated 
by the person or persons who for the time 
being would be entitled to the rents and pro- 
fits of the lands, tenements and heredita- 
. ments so to be purchased and settled, such 
nomination to be approved of by three or 
more of the said commissioners, and such 
nomination and approbation to be in writing 
uader the hands of the persons so nominat- 
ing and approving ; And the money so paid 
^o.such trustees, shall by them be applied it> 
like manner as is before direded with re- 
aped to the money so to be paid into the 
Bank in the name of the AcCountant-General 
of the court of Chancery, but without any 
order of the said court touching the appli- 
cation thereof; And in case such sum of 
money shall not exceed 20I. then the same 
shall be paid to the person or persons who 
for the time being would be entitled to the 
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rents and profits of the lands, tenements and 
hereditaments so to be purchased and con- 
veyed, for his, her, or their own use and be- 
nefit. And it is hereby further ordered, that 
if any commissioner in an inclosure or drain- 
age bill, shall find any difficulty in obtaining 
a purchase in land, which may be equal ia 
value to such sum of money not exccedii^ 
200I. as by the said standing order is directed 
to be paid into the Bank to await a future 
purchase, or which purchase may be disad- 
vantageous in other respedls, such commis- 
sioners shall be at liberty to apply, such sum 
of money towards the expences of such aft, 
so far as the proportion of the party entitled 
to such sum shall amount to ; and if there 
shall be any surplus of such 200I. they may 
apply such surplus, after such application, in 
diminution of the sum allowed to be charged 
upon the estate for the purpose of inclosure 
or drainage." 
** Ordered, That the said order be declared a 
standing order, and that it be entered upon 
the roll of standij^g orders of this House, and 
printed and published, to the end all per-* 
' sons concerned may the better take notice of 
the same/* 

COMMONS' STANDING 0RD?:RS, 

" 2.4th JUNE l30I, RESOLVED, 

I J/, *' Tb^ in fU bill$ for inclosing lands or 
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commons, which shall be presented to the 
House after this session of Parliament, there 
be inserted a clause providing what sum of 
money in the whole, shall be paid to each 
of the commissioners to be appointed by 
such bill, in full satisfaction of the expencc 
and trouble which he shall incur in the exe- 
cution of the trusts and powers thereby 
given ; or that in default of such provision 
being made, there be inserted a clause pro- 
viding that the account of such commis- 
sioner or commissioners, containing a true 
statement of all sums by him or them, re- 
ceived and expended, or due to him or 
them, for their own trouble or expences, 
shall, at least once in every year from the 
date of the passing of such aft till such ac- 
counts shall be finally allowed, together with 
the vouchers relating to the same, be exa- 
mined by some person or persons in such 
bill to be named, and the balance by him 
or them stated, in the book of accounts 
already required to be kept in the office of 
the clerk of such commissioners ; and that 
no charge or item in such accounts shall be 
binding on the parties concerned, or be 
yalid in law, unless the same shall b^ duly 
allowed by such person or persons." 

" RESOLVED, 

$t</, " That in fill such bills as above-men- 

tionedy 
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tioncd, provision be made, thwt ho witness 
summoned to attend such cxirtimissioner or 
commissioners, shall be. obliged to travel 
above eight miles from the boundary of the 
parish, manor, or district thereby intended 
to be inclosed/* 

" RESOLVED, 

3^, " That in all such bills, pro^Hlsion be made 
for empTDwering and requiring the commis- 
sioner or commissioners named in sucli bills, 
to appoint one or more surveyor or sur- 
veyors, with or without a salary, for the 
first forming and completing such parts of 
the public carriage- roads direded to be set 
out and appointed by such bill, as shall be 
newly made, and for putting into complete 
repair such part of the same as shall have 
been previously made, and for defraying the 
expence of such salary, and of forming, 
con^pleting and repairing such roads respec- 
tively, over and above a proportion of the 
statute-duty on the roiids to be so repaired, 
either by sale of a sufficient portion of the 
said lands, or by a rate to be settled and ap- 
portioned by . such commissioner or com- 
missioners upon the owners and proprie- 
tors of the same: And in case of sale of 
such lands for the payment of the produce 
thereof, before the execution of the award 
to such surveyor or surveyors, to be^ac* 

counted 
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coiinted for as herein after-direfted, aini for 
making a conditional rate upon such owners 
and proprietors, in case the produce of such 
sale should prove insufficient for the pur- 
poses aforesaid, and for subjefting such sur- 
veyor or surveyors, and his or their accQuhts, 
to the jurisdiftion and controul of the jus- 
tices of the peace in all respeds whatever, 
and with the same powers of levying such 
rate as may by such justices be thought ne- 
cessary, according to the proportions pre- 
viously ascertained by such commissioner or 
commissioners, in like manner as if he or 
they had been appointed by virtue of the 
general highway adt passed in the thirteenth 
year of his present Majesty ; and for the re- 
payment of any surplus that may remain in 
his or their hands after such roads shall be 
completely formed and repaired, to such 
persons as shall have been made liable to 
contribute thereto, according to the pro- 
portions above-mentioned ; and for prevent- 
ing any charge or burthen being laid on the 
inhabitants at large, except such proportion 
of such statute-duty as aforesaid, until the 
same shall by such justices in their special 
sessions be so ordered or diredled : And for 
enforcing by certain penalties on such sur- 
veyor or surveyors, to be specified in such 
, bill, the completing and repairing such roads 

within 
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within two years after the said award, unlesi 
such justices shall on sufficient cause be- 
ing alledged, and proved to their satisfadion, 
grant a further time, not exceeding one 
year." 

•* RESOLVED, 

4/^, " That in all such bills, whenever any 
sum of money is under the provisions of 
such bill to be paid for the purchase or ex- 
change of any lands, tenements or heredita- 
ments, or of any timber or wood growing 
thereon, and which sum of money ought 
to be laid out in the purchase of other lands, 
tenements or hereditaments, to be settled 
to the same uses, provision shall be made 
for empowering the commissioner or com- 
missioners named in such bill, out of such 
sum to defray . such proportion of the ex- 
pence of passing such aft, and carrying the 
same into execution, as shall, if any, be 
charged upon any of the lands, tenements 
or hereditaments of the person or persons, 
body politic or corporate, trustees or feoffees, 
in possession of the lands, tenements or here- 
ditaments so sold or exchanged, or on which 
such timber or wood aftually grew ; and also 
Jhe expence of any permanent improvement, 
such as building, sub-dividing, draining or 
planting, and the like, which shall in the 
judgment of such commissioner or com- 
missioners 
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missiodtrs be proper to be oiade^ and shall 
be iiMide under his or their direftion, upoa 
any lands to be by virtue of such bill allotted 
to such person or persons, body p61itic or 
corporate, trustees or feoffees respedively : 
And that the surplus thereof, not being less 
than the sum of 200I. be paid into the 
Sank of England, in the name and with the 
privity of the Accountant- General of the 
court of Chancer^r, to be placed to his ac- 
count, ex parte the commissioner or com- 
missioners under such particular bill, or 
under such other title as by the said bill 
shaU be direded, pursuant to the method 
prescribed by the ad: of the 12th year of 
King George the First, chapter 32d, and 
the general orders of the said court, and 
without fee or reward, and shall when so 
paid in, there remain until the same shall, 
by order of the said court upon a petition to 
be preferred to the said court in a summary 
way, be applied either in the purchase of 
land-tax, or towards the discharge of any 
debts or incumbrances aflfecfting the said 
lands, tenements and hereditaments so pur- ^ 
chased or exchanged, or until the same shall 
upon the like application be laid out in a 
summary way, after allowing for the ex- 
pences necessarily attending such purchase 
by order of the said court, in the purchas? 

of 
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of Other laads, tenements or hi^reditaments, 
to be settled to the like uses : And in the 
mean tirne^ and until such money may, by 
order of the said court, be laid out in some 
of the public funds, or in government or 
real securities, and the dividends or interest 
arising therefrom, shall by order of the said 
court be paid to such person or persons as 
would for the time being be entitled to the 
rents and profits of such lands, tenements 
and hereditaments, so to be purchased, con- 
veyed and settled : And in case such sum of 
money shall be less than the sum of 200L, 
and shall exceed the sum of 20I., then and in 
such case, such sum of money shall, with 
the approbation of such commissioner or 
commfssioners, be paid into the Bank of 
England, and applied by order of the court 
of Chancery, in manner herein before di- 
refted, or may without any order of the 
court of Chancery, be paid into the hands 
of two trustees to be nominated by the per- 
son or persons who for the time being would 
be entitled to the rents and profits of the 
lands, tenements and hereditaments so to be 
purchased and settled, such nomination to 
be approved of by such commissioner or 
commissioners, and such nomination and ap- 
probation to be in writing under the hands 
of the person so nominating and approving ; 
"^ ' ^ ^-^^ ' and 
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And the money so paid to such trustees, shall 
by them be applied in like manner as is be« 
fore direfted with respeft to the money so 
to be paid into the Bank, in the name of the 
Accountant-General of the court of Chan- 
cery, but without any order of the said 
court touching the application thereof: 
And in case such sum of money shall not 
exceed 20L, then the same shall be paid to 
the person or persons, who for the time be- 
ing would be entitled to the rents and pro- 
fits of the landsy tenements and heredita- 
ments so to be purchased and conveyed, for 
his, her, or their own use and benefit.'' 

" RESOLVED, 

5/i&, " That no person shall be named in any 
such bills, as a commissioner, surveyor or 
Valuer, who shall be interested in the in- 
closure to be made by virtue of such bill> 
or the agent ordinarily intrusted with the 
care, superintendance or management of the 
estate of any person so interested.** . 

** RESOLVED, 

6/i&, *^ That in all such bills there be inserted 
a clause, by which the commissioner or com- 
missioners shall be required fo set out the 
public carris^e^roads in such diredtions as 
shall upon the whole appear to him or them 
most commodious for the public, and to 
• ascertain 
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ascertain the same by marks and bounds, 
and to prepare a map, in which such in- 
tended roads shall be accurately laid down 
and described, such map signed by the com- 
missioner, if only one, or the major part of 
the said comn^issioncrs, to be deposited with 
the clerk of the said commissioner or com- 
•missioners; and as soon as maybe after such 
carriage-roads shall have been so set out» 
and such map so deposited, to give notice 
in some newspaper to be named, circulating 
within that part of the county where such 
intended inclosure shall lie, which notice 
shall -also be affixed upon the church-door 
of the parish, of his or their having set out 
such roads, and deposited such map, and also 
of the general lines of such intended car- 
riage-roads, and to appoint in the same no- 
tice, a meeting to be held by the said com- ' 
missioner or commissioners, at some con- 
venient place in or near to the parish or 
township within which the inclosure is td be 
made, and not sooner than three weeks from ^ 
the date of such notice ; at which meeting 
any person who may be injured or aggrieved 
by the setting out of such roads, may at- 
tend ; and if any person shall objeft to the 
setting out bf the same, that then the com- 
missioner or commissioners, together with ? 
any justice or justices of the peace, afting 

ia 
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in and for the division in which such in- 
closure shall be made, and not being in* 
tcrested in the same, who may attend such 
meeting, shall hear and determine such ob- 
jeftion, and the objeftions of any other such 
person to any alteration that the said conv 
missioner or commissioners, justice or jus* 
ticcs, may in consequence propose to make, 
and shall, according to their judgment upon 
the whole, order and finally dired how such 
carriage-roads shall be set out, and cither 
confirm the said map, by re-signing the 
same, or make such alterations therein as 
the case may require : And in case such 
commissioner or commissioners shall by such 
bill be empowered to stop up any old or 
accustomed road passing throu^ any part 
. of the dd inclosures in such parish, town-* 
ship or place, the same shiall in no case be 
done without the concurrence and order of 
. two justices of the peace a&ing in and for 
such division, and not interested in the 're- 
pair of such roads, and be subjeft to an 
appeal to the quarter-sessions, in like man- 
ner as if the same WB6 originally ordcrai by 
s^Jtdti justices as'aferesaid.'* 

^ RESOLVED, 

jtbj " That bills for the purpose of inclosing 
small trafts of land, not exceeding three 
hundred acres, and ^tfitdiag the «ame by 
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clauses usual in such bills, shall be con- 
sidered as to the payment of fees, only as 
single bills ; and that those for the inclosure 
of small tra£ts of land to be effected as 
above, not exceeding one hundred acres, 
shall be subjeft only to the payment of half 
the bill fees due on a single bill ; the ad- 
measurement in both cases to be proved ac- 
cording to such form as may be prescribed 
by any aft passed in this session of Parlia- 
ment. — On the 2d July 1801, this order 
and the six last preceding orders, are declared 
standing orders." . 

" On 30th June 1 801— Resolved, That the first 
standing order of the House, of the 14th 
March 1781; that of the 3d March 1800; 
the second, third, fourth and sixth of the 
resolutions agreed to by the House on the 
24th day of this instant June, relating to 
bills of inclosure ; should be limited in their 
construdkion, so as only to prevent any such 
bill from containing clauses contrary to any 
such resolutions respeftively : And this is 
made a standing order."' 

"On 30th June 1 801— Resolved, That all or- 
ders relating to bills of inclosure made in this 
session of Parliament, except so far as the 
same relate to the setting out of roads % and 
appointing surveyors, be extended to Ire^ 

• The first standing order of the 14th Mirch 178 ij in. 
serted in p. 68, does not extend f Ireland* 

land. 
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land. — And this is declared to be a standing 

order/* 
A draft of the bill being prepared, a meeting 
of the proprietors should be called, at which the 
bill may be read over, and the terms of all parties 
be agreed upon, and finally adjusted. When this 
is accomplished, the draft of the bill should be. 
sent to the parliamentary agent to prepare the 
House copy, and to get the bill printed and pre- 
sented. After the bill has been presented and 
read a first time, it may on the fourth diy after 
the first reading, be read a second time, and then 
it will be committed. 

In this stage of the business it is absolutely 
necessary (if it has not been previously done) to 
tendier a written or printed copy of the bill to 
every proprietor whose residence is known, for his 
consent (his signature, if it can be obtained) to 
the bill. The person making the above appli- 
cation will be required before the conimittee of 
the House of Commons, to give parole evidence 
of the answer which he receives from every in- 
dividual proprietor ; and that upon oath before the 
committee of the House of Lords. The answers of 
those who do not consent, should be taken down 
in writing, and the committee will judge what 
force they ought to have. Sometimes evasive 
answers are construed into a consent or a neuter. 
Parliament have been understood to expeft the 
cpasent; of s^s many proprietors as haye amongst 

a 3 them 
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them four-fifths in value of the lands to be in- 
closed or drained -, though there is no fixed rule in 
this respcd; but every person having property 
must be accounted for either as assenting, dis- 
senting, neuter, or not to be found. The con- 
sents of the proprietors may be taken on different 
bills, either written or printed ; but it is the best 
and least expensive way, to take them all upon 
the same bill, wiicn it can be done without in- 
convenience. 

When a proprietor lives very distant, in order 
to save the expence of a personal application to 
him for his consent, if he be acquainted with a 
member of Parliament who knows his hand- 
writing, he may sign a print of the bill, and send 
it to that member ; and if such member attends 
the committee with the print, and identifies the 
signature to it, such consent has been, in several 
instances within my own knowledge, accepted as 
sufficiently given. 

Still this step will be ineffeftual, unless the 
hand-writing of the party can also be identified by 
some Peer at the Committee in the House of 
Lords; because it must be proved at the com- 
mittee in each House, that the party has been 
applied to, and what was his answer on the ap*^ 
plication. 

Let words to the following, or like effeft, be 
written at the end of every bill upon which any 
consent is taken ; 

Wc 
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We (or 1) do consent to this bill passing into a 
law, subjed to such alterations as Parlia' 
ment may judge proper. 

If any of the proprietors be abroad, it will be 
necessary to prepare a special power of attorney to 
some one to sign the bill for such as are so absent^ 
and an affidavit of the due execution thereof must 
be sworn to by one of the subscribing witnesses; 
but a power of attorney for any person to sign the 
bill for a proprietor resident in England, will not 
be sufficient. 

The comn^ittee of a lunatic's estates is incom? 
petent to give any consent on the part of the lu- 
natic, without the direftion of the Chancellor; 
and therefore an application should be made to 
the Chancellor, who will make an o^der, by vir- 
tue of which the committee may sign the bill. 

COMMITTEE ON THE BILL. 

Sec supra, title, "Committee," in the Introduc- 
tory Chapter, p. 48, and the standing order of the 
House, 15th November 177s* P* ^^• 

The fixing the notices (unless the petition for 
the bill was referred to a committee), the allega- 
tions contained in the preamble of the bill, the 
signatures to the consent bill, a statement of each 
person's property concerned in the inclosure or 
drainage, &c. (I mean) as to quantity and value, 
"•04 arc 
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arc required to be proved in the manner before* 
mentioned, at the committee on the bill. 

Some of the printed bills for the yse of th^ 
members, should have the blanks filled up in 
them, and such alterations inserted as are intended 
to be proposed at the committee. 

At the committee, the solicitor will first be cbIU 
ed upon to prove that the notices (unless they have 
been already proved before a committee on the 
petition) were affixed on the jchurch-door, and 
the person who affixed them should attend with a 
copy of the notice, Next, the state of property 
must be proved : Almost every old proprietor iq 
the parish can prove it, and any one will be suffix 
cient. Then the signatures to the consent bill, 
and the answer of every proprietor who has not 
signed the bill ; and lastly, the preamble of thd 
bill must be proved. The solicitor leaves the 
consent bill, state of property, and a pript with 
all the blanks filled up and the amendmenta 
made in it, with the committee clerk, to enable 
him to make out the report, &c. : But the con- 
sent bill and state of property must be procured 
again from the committee clerk, as they will bo 
wanted at the pommittee in the House of Lords. 

The above has hitherto been the mode of 
proving the several fads usually required by Par^ 
liament on the passing of such bills ; but at the 
clos^ of the last se^sion^ an a^ pf Parliament wa« 
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passed, for facilitating the proving of the above 
fadts, as far as relate to inclosure afts : And on 
the 30th June 1801, the House of Commons 
nude the three following standing orders : 

** RESOLVED, 

^ That ail persons concerned in ifiterest in any 
bill for inclosing any lands or grounds, or for 
extinguishing any right of common therein, 
may signify their consent to the same by af- 
iidavit, taken and authenticated according 
to the form prescribed in the schedule to a 
bill entitled " An adt for consolidating in one 
aft certain provisions usually inserted in ads 
of inclosure, ^nd for facilitating the mode of 
proving the several fafts usiially required on 
the passing of such bills/' unless the commit- ' 
tee to whom the petition or bill for such in- 
closure or improvement sh^l be referred, shall 
otherwise order," 

" RESOLVED, 

^* That the committee to whom any petition 
or bill for the inclosing any lands or grounds, 
or for extinguishing any right of common 
thereon, shall be referred, may acjmit proof 
of the notices required by the standing orders 
of this House, and of the allegations in the 
preamble of such bill, by affidavit taken and 
authenticated according to the form pre- 
scribed 
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scribed in the schedule to the said biU» unless 
such committee shall otherwise order/' 

" RESOLVED, 

" That the second standing order of the House, 
of the 14th March 1781, That, &c, (repeat- 
ing the order, as before set forth in p. 68 
and 69) be repealed." 

" RESOLVED, 

** That the three last resolutions shall not take 
efied unless the said bill shall pass into a law. 

^ These resolutions are made standing orders of 
the House." 

The bill referred to by the above orders, passed 
on the 2d July 1801, and contains inter alia the* 
following clause : 

" And be it further enafted. That it shall and 
may be lawful for any two or more justices 
of the peace, to take affidavits on oath or af- 
firmation (which oath or affirmation such 

- justices are hereby authorized and empowered 
to administer) of the notices required for 
such bills having been given, of the consents 
of thip parties interested therein, of the alle- 
gations contained in the preambles of such 
bills, and of the quantity of .the land to be 
inclosed; and that such affidavits ihall re- 
spedively be in the forms contained in the 
schedule hereunto annexed, as near as the 

cir- 
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circumstances of the case will admit ; and 
that such affidavits shall not be subjeft or 
liable to any stamp-duties whatsoever.*' 

For forms of affidavits, &c. see schedule to the 
aft. 

The report from the committee is seldom made 
until the day after the sitting of the committee t 
In pressing cases it is sometimes made the same 
day, when there is no opposition to a bill. 

It does not occur to me, that there are any 
future proceedings upon inclosure or drainage 
bills, but what may be easily coUedled from the 
observations in the Introdudory Chapter. 

See 28 C.J. 471, where on the third reading 
of a bill, a person was called into the House and 
examined, to prove that the trustee for an infant, 
who it was stated in the report from the com- 
mittee, could not be met with in order to be per- 
sonally applied to, but had a copy of the bill left 
at her dwelling-house, and that at the time the 
copy of the bill was left there, she was aftually at 
her own dwelling-house, and that she was apprized 
of the contents of the bill early enough to have 
opposed it. 

In 28 C.J. 1085, 1092, persons are examined 
at the bar on the third reading of a bill, with re- 
lation to consents not before given to bills for in* 
dosing commons, &c. 

HOUSS 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 

The bill, which is now entitled an aft, being 
brought up into the House of Lords, is read a 
first time upon the same day on which it is brought 
up, as a matter of course. Prints of the bill must 
be left with the clerk at the Parliament-office in 
Abingdon-street, to be laid on the table in the 
House of Lords, and if there be no opposition to 
the bill, it may be read a second time the day fol- 
lowing, a Lord being requested to move it : And 
upon the second reading, it may be committed 
for the day next after the following day, if the 
House should sit upon that day ; if not, for the 
first day it shall sit, or for any subsequent day that 
may suit the convenience of all parties. 

The bill being read a second time, the wit- 
nesses may be sworn that day, or any subsequent 
day, to give evidence before the committee. 

COMMITTEE. 

It is not necessary to prove the notices being 
affixed, as at the Commons ; but the state of pro- 
perty, consents of the proprietors, and the allega- 
tions contained in the preamble of the bill, must 
be again proved in this House by parole evidence, 
the witnesses being previously sworn at the bar of 
the House. 

Sugh 
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Such have been the proofs hitherto required to 
be given ; and I do not find that the Lords have 
made any standing order that they will dispense 
with those proofs. The ad just alluded to» merely 
empowers certain justices of the peace to admi- 
nister particular afBdavits. It does not enadt that 
those affidavits shall be evidence before either 
House of Parliament: And therefore until the 
House of Lords make some further order on 
the sutgcd, I apprehend they will require the 
same proofs as they did before the passing of 
that aa. 

What has been said of proceedings in this 
House, in the Introdudory Chapter (to which the 
reader will please to refer) renders any further re- 
marks in this Chapter unnecessary. 



Cases decided respe5ling Inclosures, and Public A£l5 
of Parliament relating thereto. 

The several public ads of Parliament now in 
force, enabling parties, owners and occupiers of 
ivastes, woods, and pastures, and commons, and 
common-fields, to inclose by agreement between 
themselves for a limited period, are 29 Geo. II. 
c. 36 (explained and amended by 31 Geo. II. 
c. 41) 13GE0. HI. c. 81. 

See the cases of Duberley v. Page, ^ T.R. 
391, 2 i Rewell V. JoddrcU, ibid. 415 ; Townley 

v. Gib- 
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V. Gibson, ibid. 701 ; Glover v. Lane, 3 T. R. 
445; Clarkson v. Woodhouse, 5 T. R. 412; 
Rex V. Inhabitants of Cottingham, 6T. R. 20; 
Shakespcar v. Peppin, ibid« 741 ; Com. Dig. 3 V. 
p. 28. 



CHAP. 



[951 



CHAP, 11. 



TURNPIKE-ROAD BILLS. 

BILLS for making a turnpike-road, or 
for the renewal or alteration of any adt of Parlia- 
ment passed for that purpose, should originate in 
the tlouse of Commons ; and before an applica* 
tion be made to Parliament for any of the above 
purposes, notices should be given at the time and 
in the manner required by the following standing 
orders : 

NOTICES. 

" On the 25th April 1774 — Resolved, That 
before any petition is presented to this House 
for making a turnpike-road, or for the re- 
newal or alteration of any sl&l of Parliament 
passed for that purpose, notice of such in- 
tended application to Parliament be given 
at the general quarter-sessions of the peace, 
which shall be held for every and each county 
or distrid through which such road passes^ 
or is intended to pass, at the Michaelmas 

imme- 
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immediately preceding the session of Farli^ 
ment in which such petition is to Dc pre- 
sented." 
^ On the 25th April 1774— Resolved, That 
this notice be given by affixing to the door 
of the sessions-house where such general 
quarter-sessions are held, a printed or written 
paper, describing the parishes through which 
the said road passes, or is intended to pass ; 
and that such notice be also printed in some 
one newspaper of the county; or, if there is 
no such paper printed for that county, then 
Sn the newspaper of some near or adjoining 
county, three times at least, in the months 
of August and September, or either of them, 
immediately preceding the session of Par* 
liament in which such petition is to be pre« 
sented. 
** This and the former resolution declared to 

be standing orders." 
A general form for the notices, and other pre- 
cedents for Chap. II. are inserted in the Appcn* 
dix (b). 

PETITION. 

When the notices required by the foregoing or- 
ders have been given, a petition signed by some of 
the principal owners and occupiers of estates, 
through or near which the road is intended to be 
made, in case the application to Parliament be tp 

mak^ 
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make a new turnpike-road, or if to renew a former 
aft or afts, then by some of the commissioners 
appointed under or by virtue of such aft or afts, 
should be presented to the House, for leave to 
bring in the bill : And to a petition to make a 
tiew road, or to raise a further sum for that 
purpose, an estimate of the proposed expence of 
such undertaking, signed by the person or persons 
making the same, together with an account of the 
money subscribed for carrying the said work into 
execution, and the names of the subscribers, with 
the sums respedively subscribed by them, must 
also be annexed, agreeable to the following order: 
. « On the 25th April 1774 — Resolved, That 
when any petition is presented to this House 
for making a new turnpike-road, or for rais- 
ing a further sum for that purpose, there be 
annexed to the said petition, an estimate of 
the proposed expence of such undertaking, 
signed by the person or persons making the 
same, together with an account of the mo- 
ney subscribed for carrying the said work 
into execution, and the names of the sub- 
scribers, with the sums respedively sub- 
scribed by them. This is made a standing 
order." 
" On the 15th November 1775 — Resolved, 
That when any petition for a turnpike-road, or 
for renewing or altering any ad of Parliament 
passed for that purpose, hath begn presented 
H to 
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to the House, the committee to whom the 
said petition shall be referred, do examine in 
the first place, how far the orders contained 
in the three former resolutions have been 
complied with ; and the chairman of such 
committee shall report the same to the House 
on the report of the petition. On the22d No- 
vember 1 775, this is made a standing order.** 
When the petition has been presented, it will 
be referred to a committee, agreeable to the stand- 
ing order of the 28th February 1734, supra, p. 
23. See also the standing order of the 5th May 
1773, supra, p. 30. 

At the committee, the solicitor will be called 
upon to prove that the standing orders of the 
25th April 1774, have been complied with ; for 
that purpose, the person who affixed the notice 
on the session-house door, should attend at the 
committee with a copy of it -, and the three country 
newspapers in which the notices were inserted, 
should be produced to the committee. If an esti- 
mate of the expences be annexed to the petition, 
the signature of the person making such estimate 
must be proved, as also the allegations of the pe- 
tition : And in case any former ad or adts be 
stated in the petition, a copy of the last aft print- 
ed by the King's printer, in which the formec 
afts are recited, should also be produced. Vidts 
supra, pp. 26, 34, as to the report from the com_- 
mittee, and leave to bring in the bill. 
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In the billj the provisions required by the fol* 
lowing standing orders must be made : 

" On the 1 2th March 1752-^Resolved, That 
in all future bills for adls of Parliament for 
the erefting or continuing any turnpike, a 
clause be inserted j to oblige the commission- 
ers of such turnpike to take security from 
their treasurer or receiverj for the faithful 
execution of the said officCi This is ifaade ^ 
standing order;" 

** On the 1 2th March 1^52— Rdsolredi That 
in all such billsj a clause be insertedj to pre- 
vent any person who shall be nocninated a 
commissioner, from afting or voting in the 
business of f he said turnpike, unless he shall 
be possessed of an estate in land^ or a per- 
sonal estate, to such certain value as shdl be 
specified in such bills* This is made a stand- 
ing orden And on the 14th March 1753^ 
this is extended to the heirs apparent of per- 
sons possessed of an estate in land to a cer- 
tain value to be specified 2 And this is^ade 



a standing order**" 



«*Oa 



* See a clailse in the general turnpike adl^ relative to tlie 
qualification of CDinmissioners. 

See a£ls passed in the i3thj x4th> 17th, i8th, and 21st 

H % years 
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" On the 23th April 1774— Resolved, That 
in aU bills for making a new turnpike-road, 
there be inserted a clause, compelling the 
subscribers for carrying such work into exc- 
cution, to make payment of the sums seve- 
rally subscribed by them. This is made a 
standing order **•" 

**bnthe 25th June 1799 — Resolved, That the 
standing orders of the House, of the 7th May 
1794; relating to bills for making navigable 
canals, aquedudls, and the navigation of ri- 
oters, or for altering any aA of Parliament for 
any or either of those purposes, be extended 
to bills for making any ways or roads» com- 
monly called rail- ways or dram-roads» except 
so much of the said standing orders as re- 
quires an interval of seven days between the 
, first and second reading of such bills ; and 
also between the day on which such billis are 
reported and the day on which the report 
shall be taken into consideration ; and also 
with respeft to the printing of such reports. 
And this is made a standing order.*' 

years of KingGBORci the Third, relative to tumpike-roadU 
in g^eral. 

Bj 25 Geo. III. c. 57, tbe mail is exempted from paying 
any tolls ; and by same stat. c. 58, all such parts of any ad 
of Parliament relative to any turnpike-road passed before the 
5th December 1782, as exempt any writings or deeds liable to 
the stamp-duties from being stamped, are repealed. 

* See 13 Geo. Ill, c. 84, ». ZS^ 
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Seo Navigation, infra, for precedents and pro- 
ceedings on bills for making rail-ways. 

See the standing order of the House of Lords, 
7 Maii 1800, supra, p. 71. 

Sec the Introduftory Chapter. 

It only seems necessary here to add, that the 
solicitor must prove the allegations in the pre- 
amble of the bill, in both Hguses at the com- 
mittee. 

Cases decided respeEling Turnpike- Roads. 

See case of the King against the Inhabitants of 
Sheffield, 2T.R. 106; the King against the 
Commissioners of the Llandilo distrid of roads- 
in Carmarthenshire, ibid. 232 ; Fairtitle, on the 
several demises of Mytton and others, against 
Gilberts and others, ibid. 169; Banks v. Booths 
2 Bos. and Pul. Rep. 219 ; Chamberlain v. Ing- 
ham, Cowper*s Rep. 966; the King v. the Mayor, 
&c« of Liverpool, 4 Burr. 2244 s King v. Man- 
ning, I Burr. 377 ; the King v. Bagshaw and 
others, 7 T. R. 363. 

See 2 V. Williams' Justice, title, " Highways." 
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BILLS of this description should be beguq 
in the House of Copimons, and notices must be 
given three times in the London Gazette, and 
also in one newspaper of every county through 
which the navigation or canal is intended to be 
made or pass (or if there be not any newspaper 
printed in such counties respeftively, then in the 
newspaper of soriie county near or adjoining there- 
to), three times at the least, in the months of Au- 
gust or September, or either of them, immedi- 
ately preceding the session of Parliament in which 
such application is intended to be made ; and also 
at the general quarter-sessiom pf the peace for 
eacfi county, riding, or division, through which 
the canal, &c. is intended to be carried, varied or 
altered, at the Michaelmas preceding the session 
of Parliament in which such application is intend- 
ed to be made, by affixing such notice on the doof 
of the session-houses respeftively ; and a map or 
plan of the canal, with a book of reference, con- 
taining the names of the owners or reputed owners 

and 



NAVIGATION, &C. 103. 

And occupiers of the lands through whicli the ca- 
nal is intended to pass, must be deposited at the 
office of the cierk of the peace for each county, 
riding, &c. on or before the 30th day of Septem- 
ber immediately preceding the application to Par- 
liament. The following are the standing orders 
of the House of Commons, by which the notices, 
&c. are required : And there are standing orders 
of the House of Lords to the same efFed, which 
see, infra. See Appendix (c) for Precedents. 

NOTICES, &c. 

isty ** Oh the 7th May 1794— Resolved, That 
when any application is intended to be made 
to th€ House, for leave to bring in a bill for 
making any cut or canal for the purposes of 
navigation, or any cut, canal or aquedud, 
for the jpurpose of supplying any city, town,^ 
or place with water, or for varying or alter- 
ing any such cut, canal or aqueduft already 
made, or for making or improving the na-? 
vigation of any river, or for altering any aft 
of Parliament passed for any or either of those 
purposes, in which bill for altering any such 
aft, it is intended to give power for raising 
any further or additional rates, tolls or du- 
ties, or for varying the line of such canal, 
liotice of such intended application shall be 
inserted three times in the London Gazette, 
H4 vx 
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in the months gf August and September, or 
either of them, immediately preceding the 
session of Parliament in which such applica- 
tion is intended to be made^ and that such, 
notice shall also be inserted in sonie one 
newspaper of every county through which 
any such cut, canal or aquedudl is intended 
to be carried, er in which such cut, canal 
or aqueduft already made, is intended to be 
varied or altered, or in which such river, or 
such part thereof as is intended to be made 
navigable, or the navigation thereof to be 
improved, is situated -, or if there is not any 
newspaper printed in or for such counties re- 
speftively, then in the newspaper of some 
county near or adjoining thereto, three times 
at the least, in the months of August and 
September, or either of them, immediately 
preceding the session of Parlianaent in which 
such application is intended to be made ; and 
that such notice shall also be given at the 
general quarter-session of the peace which 
- shall be h olden for every and each county, 
riding, or division, through which any such 
cut, canal, or aqueduft is intended to be car- 
ried, or in which such cut, canal or aqueduft 
already made, is intended to be varied or 
altered, or in which such river, or such part 
thereof as is intended to be made navigable, 
or the navigation thereof to be improved, is^ 
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situated, at the Michaelmas preceding the 
session of Parliament in which such appli- 
cation is intended to be made, by affixing 
such notice to the door of the session-'houses 
respedively where such general quarter- 
sessions shall be holden *.*' 

^dJ ** On the 7th May 1794 — Resolved, That 
such several notices shall contain the names 
of the parishes and townships** into, or 
through which any such cut, canal or aque- 
dudt is intended to be carried, varied, or 
altered, or in which such river, or such part 
thereof as is intended to be made navigable, 
or the navigation thereof to be improved, is 
situated/' 

3^, ." On the 7th May 1794 — Resolved, That 
a map or plan of such intended cut, canal, 
aquedudl or navigation, and also of any in- 
tend^ alteration in any cut, canal, aque- 
dud: or navigation already made, shall be 
deposited for public inspeftion at the office 
of the clerk of the peace of every county, 
riding, or division, through which such cut, 
canal, aquedud or navigation, is intended to 
be carried, or such alteration is intended to 
. be made, on or before the 30th day of Sep- 

* None of the standing orders relating to navigation 
bills, are extended to Ireland by any express order of the 
iftuse. 

> 8^ standing oxder of the Lords, infra. 

tcmbcr 
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tember previous to the session of Parliament 
in which such application is intended to 
be made ; which map or plan shall describe 
the line of such intended cut, canal, aque- 
duct or navigation, or of such intended al- 
teration, and the lands through which the 
same is Intended to be carried, together with 
a book of reference, containing a list of the 
names of the owners, or reputed owners and 
•occupiers of such lands respeftively." 

*^ On the 7th May 1794— Resolved, That the 
clerks of the peace, or their respeftive de- 
puties, do make a memorial in writing, upon 
the plan and book of reference deposite4 
with them, in manner aforesaid, denoting 
the time at which the same was lodged in 
their respeftive offices, and do at all season- 
able hours of the day permit any person to 
view and examine the same, and to make 
copies or extrafts therefrom, sech person 
paying for the same the usual and ac- 
customed fees paid to such clerks of the 
peace for the inspeftion and copying of, or 
making extrafts from, records in their rq- 
speftive offices." 

** On the 7th May 1794 — Resolved, That be^ 
fore any application is made to the Hou$e 
for any or either of the purposes aforesaid, 
a previous application shall be made to tkp 
owners, ov reputed owners and occupiers of 

the 
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the lands through which any such cut, canal, 
aqueduft or navigation is intended to be 
carried, or any such alteration is intended 
to be made, and that separate lists shall be 
made, of the names of such owners and 
occupiers, distinguishing which of them, 
upon 6uch application, have assented to, or 
dissented from, such intended cut, canal, 
aqueduft cr navigation, or such alteration, 
or are neuter in respeft thereto." 

** On the 7th May 1794 — Resolved, That 
whenever any petition is presented to the 
House, for any or either of the purposes 
aforesaid, there shall be presented with such 
petition, the lists mentioned in the last pre- 
ceding resolution^ and also a duplicate of 
the map or plan so to be deposited at the 
office of the clerk of the peace as afore* 
said/^ 

^* On the 1 6th June 1795 — ^Resolved, That 
before an application is made to the House 
for the purposes set forth in the ist, 2d, 
and 3d resolutions of the 7th May 1794, 
relating to navigable canals, aquedufts, and 
the navigation of rivers, a previous appli- 
cation shall be made to the owners and oc- 
cupiers of the lands in which any reservoir 
is intended to be made or ereded, and 
Jhrough which any channel or conveyance is 

intended 
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intended to be made for the purposes of 
feeding or supplying with water from the 
said reservoirs, any such cut, canal, ^que- 

' duft or navigation : And that separate lists 
shall be made of such owners and occupiers, 
distinguishing which of them have assented 
to, or dissented from, the making or ereft- 
ing any such reservoirs or channels there- 
from, for the purposes above specified, or 
are neuter in resped thereto ; And that the 
chairman of the committee to whom the 
petition for making any such cut, canal, 
aquedud or navigation, is referred, do re-- 

- port the same to the House/* 



PETITION. 

Before any petition be presented to the House, 
a previous application n^ust be made to the 
owners, or reputed owners and occupiers of the 
lands through which the canal, &c. is to be cut 
or made, and a list of the names of such owners 
and occupiers must be prepared, distinguishing 
which of them, upon such application, have 
assented to, or dissented from, such intended 
canal, &c. or are neuter in resped thereto ; and 
such list, with a duplicate of the map or plan» 
must be annexed to the petition, as abqve di- 

reded. 
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refted, and an estimate of the proposed expence 
of such undertaking (in cases where provision is 
intended to be made for raising money to defray 
such expence), signed by the person or persons 
making the same ; and if it be proposed to raise 
such money by subscription, the names of the 
subscribers, and the sums by them Tespedively 
subscribed, must also be annexed to the petition 
to be presented for leave to bring in the bill, in 
compliance with the order next following. 

" On the 7 th May 1794 — Resolved, That 
whenever any petition is presented to the 
House, for making, varying, or altering 
any such cut, canal, or aquedud as afore- 
,said, or making or improving the navigation 
of a river, there be annexed to the said peti- 
tion, an estimate of the proposed expence of 
such undertaking (in cases where provision 
is intended to be made for raising money 
to defray such expence), such estimate to be 
signed by the person or persons making the 
same 3 and if such money is proposed to be 
raised by subscription, that there be also an* 
nexed to the said petition, an account of 
4he money subscribed for that purpose, and 
the names of the subscribers, with the sums 
by them subscribed respeftively." 
•« Oa the 7th May 1794— Resolved, That 
whenever any petition has been presented to 
the House for the purposes aforesaid, ot any 

or 
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or cither of them, the committee to whom 
such' petition shall, be referred, do examine 
in the first place, how far the orders con- 
tained in the preceding resolutions have been 
complied with, and do report the same at 
the time when they report the matter of any 
such petition, as it shall appear to them, to 
the House." 
The petition being fairly ingrossed, should be 
signed by some of the principal pronioters of the 
imdertaking, and such of the documents before 
mentioned, as the particular case may require, 
shoved be thereto annexed. When the petition 
is, presented, it will be referred to a committee to 
be considered^ before whom the allegations there* 
of must be proved , and also how far the fore- 
going standing orders have been complied with. 
The Gazettes and provincial papers in which the 
notices are printed, should be produced, and 
the person who affixed the notice on the door 
of the session -house, should attend with a copy 
of it. 

The person who left the plan and book of re- 
ference with the clerk of the peace for the county, 
should also appear to prove those fads* The 
tand-writing of the person or persons to the esti- 
mate, and the answers received on the application 
to the different owners and occupiers of estates 
through which the intended canal, &c. is to be 
made^ must a|so be proved by parole evidence. 

For 
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For the further proceedings on petitions re- 
ferred to committees, see the Introdudory Chap- 
ter, , supra, p. 22. 

BILL*. 

** On the 7th May 1794 — Resolved, That in 
all bills presented to the House for any or 
either of thcL purposes aforesaid, provision be 
made for compelling the persons who have 
subscribed towards carrying any such work 
into execution; to make payment of the 
sums severally subscribed by them ; and also 
to oblige the commissioners or trustees to 
take security from their treasurer, receiver, 
or coUedor, for the faithful execution of his 

• office." 

See standing order of the House of Lords, 
7 Mail 1800, supra, p. 71. 

After the bill has been presented and read a 
first time, it cannot be read a second time until 
the eighth day after the first reading. 

" On the 7th May 1794 — Resolved, That there 
be seven days between the first and second 
reading of such bills." 

The bill having been read a second time and 
committed, the next thing to be attended to is 
the following order : 

• See 8 Geo. II. c, 20, (made perpetual by 27 Geo. II. 
c. 16); 4 Geo. III. c. 12; 7 T. R. 36, Huddersfield Canal 
CompAny v. Buckley. 
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« On the 7th May 1 794— Resolved, That all 
persons, owners' or reputed owners and oc- 
cupiers of the land through which- any such 
cut, canal, aqueduft or navigation, is intend- 
ed to be carried, or any such alteratio|i is in- 
tended to be made, do personally attend the 
committee to whom such bill shall be com- 
mitted, or if they do not j>ersonally attend, 
do give their certificate in writing, signifying 
that they have seen a printed copy of the 
said bill, and do give their consent or dissent 
thereto, or declare themselves neuter in re- 
aped: thereof; and that the hand-writing of 
such owner or occupier to such certificate, 
be proved by one or more witnesses before 
the said committee ; and that the said com- 
mittee shall report to the House, together 
with the report of the said bill, a list of the 
names of such persons who shall appear to 
them to have given such assent or dissent, 
or to have been neuter in resped to the said 
bill/' 
At the committee, the allegations in the pre- 
amble of the bill, and the answers, on the appli — 
cation for the consents of the parties interested^ 
must be proved by parole evidence. 

What has been observed in Chap. I. respefting 
the consents of parties, renders it unnecessary to 
add any further observations on the last-mentioned 
order, unless it be, that by an order of the House 

of 
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of Lords, of nth March 1793, the person apply- 
ing to the parties for their consent^ is required to 
shew to every person interested in the land through, 
which' the canal, &c. is to be made, a map or 
plan, in which the line of the canal is described. 
" On the 7th May 1794 — Resolved, That there 
be seven days bejiween the day on which such 
bill is reported to the House, and the day 
when the said report shall be taken into con- 
sideration/* 
" On the 7th May 1794 — Resolved, That af- 
ter such bill is reported to the House, the 
bill, as amended by the committee, be print- 
ed at the expence of the parties applying for 
the same, and be delivered at the door to the 
members of the House, three days at least 
before such report shall be taken into consi- 
deration/' 
When the bill has passed through the com- 
mittee, it must be printed as amended, and the 
prints thereof left with the door-keepers three 
days before the report can be taken into conside- 
ration 5 and a copy of the list of the owners and 
occupiers of lands who have assented, dissented, 
or are neuter in resped: to the bill, should be 
made, to go up with the report. When the re- 
pott is. made from the committee, it will be or- 
dered to lie on the table; and on the eighth, 
or any subsequent day after that on which the 
report was made, the member who made the re- 

I port 
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port should be requested to move that the report 
may be taken into consideration. The further 
proceedings in the House of Commons are theh 
the same as on other private bills. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Before the bill is brought up from the House of 
Commons, care should be taken to comply with 
the following standing orders : 

" Die Lunse, 1 1 Martii 1793 — Ordered bv the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament 
assembled. That no bill for making any cut 
or canal for the purposes of navigation ; or any 
cut> canal or aquedudt for the purpose of sup- 
plying any city, town or place with water; or 
for varying or altering any such cut, canal or 
aquedud already made; or for making or 
improving the navigation of any river; or for 
altering any aft of Parliament passed for any 
or either of those' purposes, shall be read a 
third time in this House ; unless notice shall 
have been inserted three times in the London 
Gazette, in the months of August and Sep* 
tember, or either of them, previous to the 
session of Parliament in which^such bill shall 
be brought into Parliament, that an applica- 
tion was intended to be made to Parliament 
to obtain such bill : And unless such notice 
sliall also have been inserted tn some oae 
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newspaper of every county through which 
any such cut, canal or aqueducft is intended 
to be carried, or in which such cut, canal or 
aquedud already made, is intended to be va- 
ried or altered, or in which such river, or 
such part thereof as is intended to be made 
navigable, or the navigation thereof to be 
improved, is situated ; (or if there be not any 
newspaper printed in such counties respec- 
tively, then in the newspaper of some county 
near or adjoining thereto), three times at the 
least, in the months of August and Septem- 
ber, or either of them, immediately preced- 
ing the session of Parliament in which such 
application is intended to be made: And un- 
less such notice shall also have been given at 
the general quarter-session of the peace 
which shall have been holden for every and 
each county, riding or division through which 
any such cut, canal or aqueduiSt is intended 
to be carried, or in which such cut, canal 
or aquedud: already made, is intended to be 
varied or altered, or in which such river, or 
such part thereof as is intended to be made 
navigable, or the navigation thereof to be 
improved, is situated, at Michaelmas pre- 
ceding the session of Parliament in which 
such application is intended to be made, by 
affixing such notice on the doof of the se$sion- 
I 2 house 
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house of each and every such county where 
such general quarter- session shall be holden." 

*• Ordered, That such several notices shall con- 
tain the names of the parishes and townships 
(and of no other) into, or through which any 
such cut, canal or aqueduft is intended to 
be carried, varied or altered, or in which such 
river, or such part thereof as is intended to 
be made navigable, or the navigation thereof 
to be improved, is situated." 

*• Ordered, That no bill for all or any of the 
purposes aforesaid, shall be read a third time 
in this House, unless previously to such bill 
being brought to this House from the Com- 
mons, a map or plan of such intended cut or 
canal, aqueduft or navigation, or of any in- 
tended alteration in any cut, canal, aqueduft 
or navigation already made, as the case may 
be, shall have been deposited with the clerk 
of the Parliaments ; in which map or plan shall 
be described the line of such intended cut, 
canal, aqueduft or navigation, or of such in- 
tended alteration, and the lands through which 
the same is intended to be carried, together- 
with a book of reference, containing a list of th^ 
names of the owners or reputed owners, ancz 
also of the occupiers of such lands respeci- 
lively : And that there be also annexed t ^ 
the said map or plan, an estimate of the eic:" 
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pence of such undertaking, in cases where 
provision is intended to be made for raising 
money to defray such expence; such esti- 
mate to be signed by the person or persons 
making the same : And if such money is 
proposed to be raised by subscription, that 
there be also annexed to the said map or 
plan, an account of the money subscribed for 
that purpose, and the names of the sub* 
scribers, with the sums by them subscribed, 
respedtively," 

Ordered, That no bill for all or any of the 
purposes aforesaid, shall be read a third time 
in this House, unless previously to such bill 
being brought to this House from the Com- 
mons, application shall have been made to 
the owners or reputed owners, and also to the 
occupiers of the lands through which any 
such cut, canal, aquedudt or n2i,vTgq.tion is 
intended to be carried, or aqy such altera* 
tion is intended to be made, for the consent 
of such persons rcspeftively^ and unless such 
map or plan as aforesaid^ or a duplicate 
thereof, shall at the iime of such application 
have been shev^n to them respeRively\ and 
unless separate lists shall have been made 
of the names of such owners and occupiers, 
distinguishing which of them, upon such 
application, have assented to, or dissented 
from, such intended cut^ (;anal, aqueduA oi^ 
I y navi"* 
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navigation, or such alteration, or are neuter 
in respeft tiiereof ; and unless such list shall 
be deposited with the clerk of the Parlia- 
ments at the same time as the map or plan, 
and book of reference mentioned in the pre- 
ceding order." 

•* Ordered, That in case any bill for all or any 
of the purposes aforesaid, shall contain a 
clause to empower the person or persons who 
shall make such cut, canal, aqueduft or na- 
vigation as aforesaid, or any part thereof, to 
vary or deviate from the line particularly de- 
scribed in the map or plan deposited as afore- 
said with the clerk of the Parliaments, such 
bill shall not be read a third time in this 
House, unless a like application shall have 
been made to the owners, or reputed owners 
and occupiers of the lands through which^ 
such cut, canal, aqueduft or navigation 
might pass, by virtue of the power so given 
to alter or varj' the line thereof; and unless 
a like list as aforesaid, of such owners, or re- 
puted owners and occupiers, be deposited at 
the time and in the manner aforesaid, with 
the clerk of the Parliaments, as if it had been 
originally proposed to carry such cut, canal, 
aquedud or navigation through the lands of 
such persons respedlivdy." 

f^ Ordered, That for the future, when any bill 
• for all or any of the purposes aforpsaid, shall 

/ be 
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be sent by this House to a committee, there 
shall be at the same time transmitted to such 
committee, a copy of the aforesaid orders 
now made, and of all other standing orders 
of the House then in force, relating to the 
passing of such bills -, and such committee 
shall examine in the first place, whether the 
orders aforesaid have or have not been com- 
plied with, and shall report the same to the 
House.'* 
" Ordered, That the said orders be declared 
standing orders, and that they be entered 
upon the roll of standing orders of this 
House, and printed and published, to the 
end all persons concerned may the better 
take notice of the same.*^ 
After these orders have been complied with, the 
ingrossed bill may be brought from the Com- 
mons, and it will be read a first tirhe the same 
day ; but before the bill can be read a second 
time, the map or plan must be engraved or print- 
ed, agreeable to the following standing order : 
" Die Jovis, i8 Junii 1795 — Upon report 
from the Lords' committees appointed to 
consider of the standing orders of this House,^ 
*^ It is ordered by the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal in Parliament assembled. That 
previous to the second reading in this House 
of any bill for making any navigation, aque- 
duct, cut or canal, or for improving the 
I 4 samc« 



I20 NAVIGATION, &C. v. 

same, the map or plan of the said naviga* 
tion» aquedud, cut or canal, which is di- 
reftcd to be lodged in the Parliament-office 
by the standing order, No, 132, shall be en- 
graved or printed, upon a scale of half an 
inch at least to a mile, and annexed to t^^ 
printed copies of the bill, and shall be laid 
upon the table of this House." 

" Ordered, That the said order be declared a 
standing order, and that it be entered upon 
the roll of standing orders of this House, and 
printed and published, to the end all persons 
concerned may the better take notice of the 
same." 

If the map be engraved or printed, and annex- 
ed to the bills laid on the table, the bill may h^ve 
its second reading the day after it was read a first 
time (if there be no opposition), and then be com- 
mitted. 

The only further observations which seem ne- 
cessary to be made here, relate to the evidence re- 
quired to be produced before the committee on 
the bill; and with those I shall conclude this 
Chapter. 

At the committee, the allegations in the pre- 
amble of the bill must be proved ; the Gazettes 
and provincial papers in which the notices re- 
quired by the foregoing orders are printed, should 
be produced, and the person who a^ed the no- 
tice 
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tice on the door of the session-house, should at- 
tend with a copy of it. 

It must also there be proved, that a list of the 
owners and occupiers of estates through which 
the canal, &c. is intended to be made, with the 
answers given by them on the applications for 
their consents ; that the map and book of refe- 
rence, an estimate of the expences of the under- 
taking, the names of the subscribers, and the 
amount of their subscriptions, were severally de- 
posited with the clerk of the Parliaments, agree- 
able to the standing orders, and that the signature 
of the person or persons to such estimate, is of his 
or their own proper hand-writing. 

The persons who applied to the different par- 
ties interested, for their consents, must attend the 
committee, to prove the answers which they re^ 
ceived on such applications. 
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BRIDGES, BUILDING OF, &c. 

BILLS for these purposes should be begun 
in the House of Commons, and the notices re* 
quired by the following standing orders, must be 
given previously to the introdudion of the bill. 
See forms. Appendix (d). 

« On the 23d May 1786— Resolved, That be- 
fore ^ny petition is presented to this House 
for erefting a bridge, or for the renewal op 
alteration of any aft of Parliament passed 
for that purpose, notice of such intended ap- 
plication to Parliament be given at the ge- 
neral quarter-sessions of the peace which shall 
be held for every and each county or distrift 
to which such bridge extends, or is intended 
to extend, at the Michaelmas immediately 
preceding the session of Parliament in which 
such petition is to be presented. This is 
made a standing order." 

« On the 23d May 17 8 6 — Resolved, That 
this notice be given, by affixing to the door 

or 
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of the session -house where such general quar- 
ter-sessions are held, a printed or written pa- 
per, describing the parishes to which the said 
bridge extends, or is intended to extend ; 
and that such notice be also printed in some 
one newspaper of the county, or if there is ho 
such paper printed for that county, then in 
the newspaper of some near or adjoining 
county, three times at least, in the months 
of August and September, or either of them, 
immediately preceding the session of Parlia- 
ment in which such petition is to be present- 
ed. This is made a standing order/* 
' On the 23d May 1786— Resolved, That 
when any petition for a bridge, or for re- 
newing or altering any aft of Parliament 
passed for that purpose, hath been presented 
to the House, the committee to whom the 
said petition shall be referred, do examine in 
the first place, how far the orders contained 
in the two former resolutions have been 
complied with ; and the chairman of such 
committee shall report the evidence upon 
such examination to the House, on the re- 
port of the petition. This is made a stand- 
ing order." 



PETI- 
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PETITION. 

The petition will be referred to a committee, 
before whom must be produced the newspaper in 
whicl\the notices required by the above orders are 
printed ; and the affixing the notice on the session* 
house door, as well as the allegations of the peti- 
tion, must be proved by parole evidence before the 
committee. 

There is no other standing order of either 
House of Parliament peculiar to bills of this de- 
scription; and the further proceedings thereon 
may be coUefted from the Introduftory Chapter. 



See public afts passed relating to Bridges : Mag- 
na Charta, 9 Hen. III. c. 15; 22 Hen. VIIL 
c. 5; 22 Cha. II. c. 12; 5 and 6 William and 
Mary, c. 11 ; 1 Anne, stat. i, c. 18; 12 Geo. IL 
c. 29 ; 14 Geo. III. c. 33. 

See I vol. Williams' Just, title, *' Bridges^'* 
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CHAP. V. 



BILLS FOR THE MORE EASY RE- 
COVERY OF SMALL DEBTS. 

THERE is no notice required to be given 
of the application to Parliament for these bills, 
but such bills must contain certain provisions, 
which are required by the following standing or- 
ders of the House of Commons to be made 
therein. 

** On the 2d February 1787 — Resolved, That 
in all bills for constituting courts for the re- 
covery of small debts, provision be made, 
that no person shall be committed to prison 
by such courts for more than twenty days, 
where the debt does nor exceed 20s. ; nor 
for more than forty days, where the debt 
does not exceed 40s. ; and that every person 
so committed, shall be discharged at the ex- 
piration of the said twenty days or forty days 
respeftively, without paying any fees to any 
gaoler or turnkey. This is made a standing 
order." 
" On the 2d February 1787 — Resolved, That 

in 
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in all bills for constituting courts for tb^ 
recovery of small debts, there be inserted 
a clause, that no person shall be capable of 
afting as a commissioner, unless such person 
shall be a householder within the county, 
district, city, liberty, or place for which 
he shall adl, and shall be possessed of a real 
estate of the annual value of 20I., or of a 
personal estate of the value of 500I. This 
is made a standing order/* 

" On the 2d February 1787 — Resolved, That 
the committee to whom any bill for consti- 
tuting courts for the recovery of small debts 
shall be committed, do examine in the first 
place, how far the orders contained in the 
two preceding resolutions have been com- 
plied with ; and the chairman of such com- 
mittee shall report the same to the House 
on the report of such bill. This is made a 
standing order.'* 

The three last-mentioned orders are not ex- 
tended to Ireland. 

The Introduftory Chapter will furnish sufficient 
instruftions, for obtaining an adt of the above 
description. See Appendix (e) for forms of 
Petitions, &c. 
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CHAP. VI. 



BILLS FOR PAVING, &c. CITIES OR 
TOWNS. 

A BILL for this purpose should be begun' 
at the House of Commons % and previous notice 
of the intended application should be given, 
agreeable to the following standing orders* 

^* On the 2oth May 1791 — Resolved, That 
before any petition is presented to this 
House, for paving, lighting, cleansing or 
improving any city or town, or for the re- 
newal or alteration of any ad: of Parliament 
passed for that purpose, notice of such in- 
tended application to Parliament be giveit 
at the general quarter-sessions of the peac^ 
which shall be held for the county in which 
such city or town shall be situate, at the 
Michaelmas immediately preceding the ses- 
sion of Parliament in which such petition 
is to be presented* This is made a standing 
order." 

• SeeS V. CJ, 311^602, 

f* Oa 
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"On the 20th May 1791 — Resolved, That 
this notice be given by affixing to the door 
of the sessions-house where such general 
quarter sessions are held, a printed or writ- 
ten paper, declaring that such application 
will be made, and that such notice be also 
printed in some one newspaper of the coun- 
ty, or if there is no such paper printed for 
that county, then in the newspaper of some 
near or adjoining county, three times at 
leasts in the months of August and Sep- 
tember, or either of them,, immediately 
preceding the session of Parliament in which 
such petition is to be presented. This is 
made a standing order." 
See standing order of the House of Lords, 
7 Maii 1800, supra, p. 71. 

There are no other standing orders applicable 
to this Chapter in particular; and it is presumed^ 
that the method of proceeding may, without 
difficulty, be colledled from .the foregoing Chap- 
ters, so that any repetition here will be useless. 
See the forms for Notices and Petitions in Ap- 
pendix (f). 

See cases of Leader Wo. v. Moxton and others, 
3 Wiis. Rep. 461, 2 Blac. Rep. 924; the Go- 
vernor and Co. of the British Cast- Plate Manu- 
fafturers against Meredith and others, 4 T. R. 
794. 

CHAP. 
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felLLS FOR CONFIRMING OR PRO- 
LONGING THE TERM OF LET- 
TERS PATENT, 

FOR the most part, are begun in the llouse 
of Commons, and a previous notice of the ap- 
plication to Parliament is required by the follow- 
ing standing order. 

<.«Ori the 30th June i&oi— Resolved, That, 
before any petition be presented to th?s 
House, for confirming or prolonging the 
term of letters patent granted by his Ma- 
jesty to any person or persons, ori account 
of any invention, notice of such intended 
application shall be inserted three times in 
the London Gazette, and also three times 
in one of the Edinburgh papers, where the 
letters patent extend to Scotland y and also 
three times in the Dublin Gazette, where 
the letters patent extend to Ireland^ in the 
months of August and September, or either 
of them, immediately preceding the session 
of Parfiamejpt in which such application is 
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intended to be made ; and that such notice 
. ^ shall have prefixed to it, in capital letters,, 
the name by \yhich the invention is usually 
distinguished, and shall contain a distinct 
description of the invention for which such 
letters patent have been obtained, and also 
an account of the term of their duration ;. 
and that the chairman of the commUtee 
to whom the petition for confirpiing or pro- 
longing the term of such letters patent is 
referred, do report to the House, how far 
^he order contained in the said resolution 
t^s been complied with/' 

5fe standing order' ist May 1^798, form of 
Notice, Appendix (g). 

'^'o (jhe petition to be presented to. the Hgpse, 
^, true copy of the letters patent must be anaexed. 

"On the r3th May 1690 — Ordered^ That 
when any bill shall be brought into this 
Housp for confirming of letters patent, there 
be a true copy of such letters patent annexed 
to the bill : And that this be declared to be a 
stianding order/*r-(Not extended to Ireland). 

PETITION. 

Ij'l^e petitipn &F a bill of this description, will 
be referred to a committee to be considered^ be- 
fore whoni the Gazettes, and piiovincial papers in 
wbk;h the nptipfis. were printed* as al$o the ori- 
ginal 
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gihal letters patent, ihust be produced, and the 
allegations of the petition proved by parole evi- 
dence. If it be the opinion of the committee, 
that the prayer of the petition is reasonable and 
proper to be granted, they will come to resolu- 
tions to that effed, and the chairman will report 
to the House the evidence given before the com- 
mittee, and thpir opinion therexipon. 

For further instrudions, see the Introdudory 
Chapter, passim. Vide abo j voL Com. Dig. 
title, *' Patent." 
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CHAP. VIII. 



DIVORCE BILLS \ 

MUST be begun in the House of Lords ; 
and for that purpose a petition must be presented, 
signed by the party applying for the divorce; 
and at the same time that the petition is offered, 
an oiSicial copy of the proceedings, and of a de- 
finitive sentence of divorce a mensd et thoro in the 
Ecclesiastical court, at the suit of the party de- 
sirous to present such petition, must be delivered 
upon oath at the bar of that House, in con- 
formity to the following order. 

" Die Mercurii, 28 Martii 1798 — Ordered by 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Par- 
liament assembled. That for the future no 
petition for any bill of divorce shall be pre- 
sented to this House, unless an official copy 
of the proceedings, and of a definitive sen- 
tence of divorce a mensd et thoro in the Eccle- 
siastical court, at the suit of the party de- 
sirous to present such petition, shall be de- 

• See Appendix (H). 

tivercd 
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livcred upon oath at the bar of this House 
at the same time." 

As the allegations of a petition will vary ac- 
cording to the circumstances of each particular 
case, only a single form of a petition is inserted 
tn the Appendix ; the allegations of which may 
be altered as circumstances may require. 

Immediately after the petition has been re- 
ceived, and leave given, the bill may be pre- 
sented, and will be read a first time the same 
day, and ordered to be read a second time on 
some future day (generally the next day fort- 
night) ; and the usual orders will be made, that 
notice be affixed on the doors of the House of 
Lords ^, and the Lords be summoned ; and that 
the party applying for the divorce, may be beatd 
by his counsel at the second reading, to make 
out the truth of the allegations of the bill j and 
that the party against whom the divorce is sued 
for, may have a copy of the bill ; and that no- 
tice be given to the party, of the second reading; 
and that he or she may be at liberty to be heard 
by counsel, what he or she may have to offer 
against the said bill at the same time. In this 
stage of the bill, the House may be moved for 
orders that witnesses whose testimony may be 
necessary to support the allegations in the bill, 
do attend the House on the second reading. 

^ The derk at the Parliament ofEce afiSxei these fiotkca. 

K3 T:\^K5.ti. 
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These orders, with an office copy of the bill, 
must be obtained from the Parliament office, dnd 
copies of the orders served on the different parties* 
The person who is to serve the offic^ copy of the 
billy should attend at the Parliament office, to 
examine it with th$ original bilU It sometime* 
happensi that the party upon whom the office 
copy of the bill is ordered to be served, is beyond 
the se^, or secretes himself or herself to evade the 
service ; in such cases; a petition must be presented 
to the House, noticing the former order for service 
of the bill, and the order for the second reading, 
and stating that the party is beyond the seas, and 
resident at such a place ; or that endeavours hav9 
been made to serve the party, without being able to 
effed it,, and that it is apprehended that the pacty 
secretes himself or herself to evade, the service ; 
4nd therefore praying, that lea,ving a copy of the 
bill and order, with the agent pr proiftor for the 
party, and leaving the (ike copies at the la^t u^uial 
place of abode of such party, may be deemed 
a good service thereof. When sijich latter peti- 
tiojfi is presented, a person who can prQve the 
allegations of it should attend at the House, and 
he will be called to the bar, and sworn and exa^ 
mined as to the fad stated in the petition* If 
the evidence be satisfadory to the Ho^se, the 
prayer of the petition will be granted, and an 
order made that such service, with the service of a 
copy of this latter order, be deemed a good service. 

By 



By the following standing okider, tht attend- 

ice of the petitioner is required on tht second 

ading of the bill. 

«* Die Mercurii, 28 Martii 1798 — Ordered by 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal iri Parlia- 
ment assembled. That for the future, upon 
the second reading of any bill of divorce, the 
petitioner praying for the same do attend this 
Ilousej in order to his^ being ezamihed at 
the bar, if the House shall think fit, whether 
there has or has not been any (:x>ilu6ioh di* 
reftly or indircAly on his paft, relative t* 
Any aft of adultery that may have been cdm* 
mitted by his wife ; or whether there be ahy 
collusion direftly or indire(Jtly between him 
and his wife, or any other peribA or persons, 
touching the said bill of divorce, or touthiiig 
anyjproceedings of sentence of divotcc had 
in the Ecclesiastical court at hH ^its or 
touching any aftion at law which mli^ h&ve 
been brought by such petitioner against ahy 
person for criminal conversation with the pc-? 
titioner's wife ; and also, whethd* a? the tifl*? 
of the adultery of Which such petitionfct comf^ 
plains, his wife wa$ by deed or otbenyise^ by 
his consent, living separate and apart from 
hini, and released by him, as far as in him 
Ires, frotn her conjugal duty; or whether she 
was, at the time of such adultery, cotetWting 
K 4 with 
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with him, and under the protcaion and au« 
thority of him, as her husband/' 
'* This and the former order are declared to 
standing orders of the House, and ordered 
to be entered on the roll of standing ofders, 
and printed and published, to the end all 
persons concerned may the better take notice 
of the same." 
It sometimes happens, that the party suing for 
the divorce is abroad, and the petition is presented 
by his attorney on his behalf: In such a case, a 
petition must be presented, noticing the first pe- 
tition, and order of the House for leave to bring 
in the bill, and stating that the bill was presented 
and read a first time on a certain day, that a time 
was appointed for the second reading, and an or- 
der made for the attendance of the petitioner on 
the same reading j that the party suing for the 
divorce now is, and for some time past, hath been 
resident abroad; and therefore praying that his 
art:tendance may be dispensed with. 

Previous to the day appointed for the second 
reading, a brief should be prepared for counsel, 
comprising a short abstract of the bill, and a 
statement of the evidence intended tp be offered 
in support of the allegations ^n ^he preamble 
thereof. 

On the day appointed for the second reading, 
counsel should attend at the House of Lords, and 

he 
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be will be called to the bar, and heard in support 
of the bill ; and the witnesses must also attend, 
to prove the allegations of the bill, and the service 
of the orders of the House. 

First, a witness should be called, to prove the 
services of the order for the second reading, and 
of an office copy of the bill, on the party against 
whom the divorce is sued for ; or if the party be 
not personally served, then to prove the services 
of the order and bill on his or her agent or 
proftor, &c. 

Next, a true copy of the register of the mar- 
riage should be produced and proved ; and a per- 
son who was present at the marriage, should at- 
tend to prove that fad. 

. Then a copy of the record of a judgment given 
in one of his Majesty's courts of record, with da- 
mages, &c. and the original definitive sentence oF 
divorce in the Ecclesiastical court, should be se- 
verally produced, and proved and read. 

And lastly, the witnesses should be called to 
prove the adt of adultery. 

If any marriage-settlement be recited in the 
bill, that should be produced, and the execution 
thereof duly proved by a subscribing witness. 

The witnesses are sworn as they are called to 
the bar, previous to their being examined. 

After the above fads have been satisfaftorily 
proved to the House, the bill will be ordered to 
■ be read a second time, and committed to a com- 
mittee 
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mittec of the whole House. The attendance of 
counsel is not required when the House resolves 
itself into a committee on the bill^ nor are zhj 
further proofs then required, but the bill, with the 
amendments (if any are made therein), wiU be 
reported to the House by the chairman, and 
ordered to be ingrossed ; and as soon as the bill is 
ingrossed, it will be read a third time, and sent to 
the House of Commons for their concurrence. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

The ingrossed bill is generally read a first time 
the same day it is brought from the Lords, and 
on the fourth day after the first reading, it will 
be read a second time, and then committed to a 
committee of the whole House, and a time will 
be appointed, generally the next day se'nnight, 
when the House will resolve itself into a com- 
mittee on the bill. An order will also be made^ 
That it be an instruAion to the committee, that 
they do hear counsel and examine witnesses for 
the bill, and also that they do hear counsel- and 
examine witnesses against the bill, if the pities 
concerned think fit to be heard by cou0!sel, or 
to produce witnesses. 

The order for the House to resplve itself into a 
committee, and an office copy of the ingrossed 
bill, should regularly be served personally upon 
the party against whom the divorce is sued for ; 
but if that be impradicable, a petition must be 

pre* 
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presented to the House, noticing the above or^ 
ders, and stating the reasons why a personal ser* 
vice cannot be efieded, and therefore praying, 
that leaving a copy of the bill and order with the 
proAor or agent fof the party, and leaving the 
like copies at his or her last usual place of abode, 
may be deemed good service. 

On the day appointed by the House for re* 
solving itself into a committee on the bill, the 
attendance of counsel should be procured, and he 
will be called to the bar, and heard in support of 
the bill ; and the same proofs which were given 
at the Lords on the second reading df the bill in 
their House, must be produced before the com- 
mittee in this. 

The following is a standing order of the House 
of Commons : 

" On the 30th June 1801 — Resolved, That be- 
fore any bill of divorce for adultery do pass this 
House, evidence be given before the commit- 
tee to whom the said bill shall be committed, 
that an ad ion for damages has been brought 
in one of his Majesty's courts of record at 
Westminster, or in one of his Majesty's 
courts of record in Dublin, against the per- 
sons supposed to be guilty of adultery, and 
judgment had thereupon ; or sufficient cause 
be shewn to the said committee, why such 

a<5tion 
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adion was not brought, or such jydgmeiH 
was not obtained." 

See standing ordcr^ 34 C.J. 365. 

See Introduftory Chapter, for further pro^ 
cccdings. 



CHA^ 
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CHAP. IX. 



ESTATE BILLS. 

IT has already been remarked in the Intro- 
dudoty Chapter*, that bills of this description arc 
most commonly begun in the House of Lords, 
unless the provisions required to be made therein, 
be of a nature that renders it absolutely necessary 
to begin them with the Commons, 

"When a bill is begun in the House of Lords, 
the manner of preparing and presenting the peti- 
tion, and the necessary steps to be taken upon 
an order of reference to the judges thereon, and 
previous to the introdudlion of the bill, have been 
before pointed. out. 

It will be here endeavoured to be shewn, what 
fads a petition for such a bill should contain, the 
form of the judges* report, the subsequent pro- 
ceedings after the bill is presented, and to collect 
the particular standing orders applicable to such 
bills. 

* Sec sopra, p. 6^ 
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PETITION. 

The objefts to be effeded by a bill of t,his de^ 
scrfption are so very numerous, and so widely dif- 
ferent in their nature^ that it is not an easy matter 
to give any precedent of a petition that would be 
generally useful > only some general hints therefore 
will be suggested for framing one. 

The petition should set forth the relative situa- ' 
tion of the parties interested, the state of their 
claims (if the bill is to alter property), the objeft 
in view, the foundation of the application, and 
that it cannot be effeded without the interposi- 
tion of the legislature, and therefore praying aa 
ad to effeduate what is proposed, accordii^ to 
the intent of the parties. In the petition it should 
also be shewn, that (except parties who arc to be 
bound in resped of the compensation made them, 
or for other considerations), there is not, nor can 
be any person that has, or can have any right or 
title to any compensation or equivalent. Of the 
latter description of persons, are such as are enti- 
tled to remainder or remainders subsequent to> or 
lying, behind the estate tail of a first tenant in 
tail, all of whom being barable by a coaunan r^ 
covery, are therefore considered as having rights 
of too trivial and inconsiderable a nature to be re- 
garded by Parliament: 

** Die Lunse, 29 Aprilis 1799 — Ordered by the 

Lords 
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Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament 
assembled. That when a petition shall be 
presented to the House for any private bill^ 
notice shall be given to any person being a 
mortgagee upon the estate intended to be af- 
feded by such bilL*' 

JUDGES' REPORT, 

Should state, that they have been attended by 
the petitioners and their agents, and have consi- 
dered the allegations and matters contained in the 
petition, and find the same to be true ; that the 
parties who have signed the petition, are the only 
persons who appear to them to be beneficially in- 
terested in the consequences of the bill ; and that 
tliey have perused and signed the bill annexed to 
thdr report, which they conceive to be proper for 
efieduaring the purposes aforesaid* See style of 
Report, in Appendix (i). 

BILL. 

The provisions required by the following stand- 
ing oixiers^ must be made in all bills to which they 
4re amicable : 

" Dift Mercurii, 19 Mail 1762 — Upon report 
v&dc firom the Lords' committees appointed 
to take into consideration the roll of stand- 
ing orders of this House, in relation to the 
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Standing drdcr of the i6th iFebiuaiy 1705^ 
No. 100 — It is ordered by the Lords Spiri- 
tual and Temporal^ in Parliament assembledy 
That where a bill is brought in, to empower 
any person to sell or dispose of lands in one 
place, and to buy or settle lands in another 
place, the committee to whom such bill shall 
be referred, do take care that the values be 
fully made out ; and if the bill shall not be 
for making a new purchase, but only for 
settling other lands in lieu of those to be 
sold, in that case provision shall be inade m 
the bill, that such other lands be settled ac- 
cordingly : But if the bill shall be to purchase 
and settle other lands, in that case, the com- 
mittee are to take care that there be a bind- 
ing agreement produced for such new pur- 
chase** ; or if it shall be made appear to the 
committee, that such agreement cannot then 
be made, or that such purchase cannot then 
be made and settled as desired by the' bill, 
and the committee shall be satisfied with 
the reasons alledged for either of those 
purposes, in either of those cases provision 
shall be made in the bill, that so much of 
the money arising by sale of the lands di- 
reded to be sold, as is to be laid out in a 
new purchase, shall be paid by the pffrchaser 

^ See 27 L.J. 506, 507, where this part of the order waaM 
dispensed with. 
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ot Jpurchasers into thft Bank of England, in 
the natne and with the privity of the Ac- 
countant-General of the high court of Chan- 
cery, to be placed to his account there^ ex 
parte the purchaser or purchasers of the 
estate of the person or persons mentioned 
in the title of the said bill, pursuant to the 
method prescribed by the aft of the twelfth ' 
year of King George I. cap. 32^ and the 
general orders of the said court, and with- 
out fee or reward, according to the aft of 
the twelfth year of King George II. cap. 
. 24 ; and shall, when so paid in, be laid 
out in the purchase of navy or viftualling 
billS) or exchequer bills : And it is further 
ordered. That the interest arising from the 
money so laid out in the said navy or viftual- 
ling bills, or exchequer bills, and the money 
received for the same, as they shall be respec- 
tively paid off by Government, shall be laid 
out, in the name of the said Accountant- 
General) in the purchase of other navy or 
viftualling bills, or exchequer bills, all which 
said navy and viftualling bills, and ex ^ 
chequer bills, shall be deposited in the Bank, 
in the name of the said Accountant-General, 
and shall there remain until a proper pur- 
chaser or purchasers be found and approved, 
as shall be direfted by such bill, and until 
the same shall, upon a petition setting forth 
L such 
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sucbi approbation, ^ to be preferred to the 
court of Chaacery in a summary way by the 
persons to be named in the bill, be <^dered 
to be sold by the said Accountant- General, 
for the completing such purchase, in such 
manner as the said court shall think just and 
direit. And it is further ordered. That if 
the money arising by the sale of such navy, 
vidualling, or exchequer bills, shall exceed 
the amount of che original purchase money 
so laid out as aforesaid, then and in that 
case, only the surplus which shall remain 
after discharging the expence of the appli- 
cations to the court, shall be paid to such 
person or persons respeftivejy, as would have 
been entitled to receive the rents and profits 
of the lands direded to be purcha3ed^ in 
case the same had been purchased pursuant 
to the ad, or to Che representatives of such 
person or persons." 
** Ordered, That the standing order, before 
mentioned be vacated and made vpidi and 
that this order be substituted instead there- 
of, and declared to be a standing order^ and 
that it be entered on the roll of standing 
orders, and printed and publisbed* U> the 
end that all persons concerned osiajf ti^^ no« 
tice thereof." 
Emendat, per ord. 18 Martii iJJT^ 
£mendat, per ord4 i.& Junii i795>. 

« Die 
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" Die Lunafc, 29 Aprilis 1799— -Orckffed, That 
when any of the parties interested in any 
private bill, shall have power by such bill to 
name a trusted in the room of any trustee 
dying, resigning, .or refusing to exercise his 
trust, provision shall be made in the bill, 
that such new trustee shall be appointed by 
or with the approbation of the coutt of 
Chancery." 

••Ordered, That in any private bill for ex- 
changing an estate in settlement, and sub- 
stituting another estate in lieu thereof, there 
shall be annexed to such bill, a schedule 
or schedules of such respedtivo estates, 
shewing the annual rent and the annual 
value thereof, and also of the value <tf the 
timber growing thereupon. And in alt pri- 
vate bills for selling a settled cstat«J, and 
purchasing another estate to be settled td the 
same uses, there shall be annexed to such 
bill, a schedule or schedules of such estates, 
specifying the annual rent thereof; and that 
every such schedule shall be signed and 
proved upon oath, by a surveyor or other 
competent person, before the committee to 
whom such bill shall be referred/* 

«* Ordered, That the Lord who shall be ill the 

chair of a committee to whom atiy private 

bill shall be committed, shall state to the 

L 2 House, 
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House, when the report from such commit- 
tee is made, how far the orders of the House, 
in relation to such private bill, have or have 
not been duly complied with/* 
" Die Mercurii, 22 Maii 1799 — Ordered by 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parlia- 
ment assembled. That where a bill is brought 
in to empower any person to sell or dispose 
of lands in one place, in that part of Great 
Britain called Scotland^ and to buy or settle 
lands in another place in the said part of 
Great Britain called Scotland^ the committee 
to whom such bill shall be referred, do take 
care that the values be fully made out ; and 
if the bill shall not be for making a new pur- 
chase, but only for settling other lands in 
lieu of those to be sold, in that case provision 
shall be made in the bill» that such other 
lands be settled accordingly : But if the bill 
shall be to purchase and settle other lands, in 
that case the committee are to take care that 
there be a binding agreement produced for 
such new purchase ; or if it shall be made 
appear to the committee, that, such agree- 
ment cannot then be made, or that such 
purchase cannot then be made and settled as 
desired by the bill, and the committee shall 
be satisfied with the reasons. alledged for ei-. 
ther of those purposes, in either of those 
cases, provision shall be made in the bill, 

that 
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that so much of the money arising by sale of 
the lands direfted to be sold, as is to be laid 
out in a new purchase, shall be paid by the 
purchaser or {Jurchasers, without fee or re* 
ward, into the B-iqk of Scotland^ or Royal 
Bank of Scotland^ under the diredion and by 
the authority of the Court of Session, and in 
the name of the trustees named in the aft, 
and shall, when so paid in, produce the high- 
est interest that can be obtained for the same. 
And it is further ordered. That the interest 
arising from the money so paid in, shall be 
laid out in the name of the said trustees, and 
shall annually accumulate and be added to 
the principal sum itself, to carry interest to- 
gether, until a proper purchase can be found 
and approved, as shall be direded by such 
bill, and until the same shall, upon a peti- 
tion setting forth such approbation, to be 
preferred to the said Court of Session in % 
summary way, by the persons to be named 
in the bill, be ordered to be paid by th^ trea- 
surer of the Bank of Scotland^ or cashier of 
the Royal Bank of Scotland^ for the com- 
pleting such purchase, in such manner as the 
said court shall think just and diredt. And 
it is further ordered, That if the money aris- 
ing by the principal and accumulated interest 
of such sum or sums, shall exceed the amount 
of the original purchase-money so laid out as 
L 3 afore* 
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aforesaid, then and in that case, only the 
surplus which shall remain after discharging 
the expence of the applications to the court, 
shall be paid to the persoa or persons respec- 
tively, who would have been entitled to re- 
ceive the rents and profits of the lands di- 
feded to be purchased, in case the same had 
been purchased pursuant to the aft, or to 
the representatives of such person or per-, 
sons." 

** Ordered, That the said order be declared a 
standing order, and that it be entered on the 
roll of standing orders of this House, and 
printed and published, to the end all persons 
concerned may the better take notice of the 
same." 

" On the 2d July 1 801 — Resolved, That where 
a bill is brought in to empower any person 
to sell or dispose of lands in ©ne. place, in 
that part of the united kingdom called Ire* 
hnd^ and to buy or settle lands in another 
place in the said part of the united kingdom 
called Ireland^ the committee to whom such 
bill shall be referred, do take care that the 
values be fully made out; and if the bill 
shall not be for making a new purchase, but 
only for settling other lands in lieu of those 
to be sold, in that case provision shall be 
made in the bill, that such other lands be 
settled accordingly : But if the bill sb^ll be 

to 
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to purchase and settle other lands, in that 
case the committee are to take care that 
there be a binding agreement produced for 
such new purchase j or if it shall be made 
appear to the compiittee, that such agree- 
ment cannot then be made, or that such 
purchase cannot then be made and settled as 
desired by the biH, and the committee shall 
be satisfied with the reasons alledged for ei- 
ther of those purposes; in either of those 
cases, provision shall be made in the bill, 
that so much of the money arising by sale of 
the lands directed to be sold, as is to be 
laid out in a new purchase, shall be paid by 
the purchaser or purchasers, without fee or 
reward, into the Bank of Dublin^ under the 
direftion and by the authority of the court 
of Chancery, and in the name of the trustees 
named jj^p the adl ; and shall, when so paid 
in, produce the highest interest that can be 
obtained for the same ; and that the interest 
arising from the money so paid in, • shall be 
laid out in the name of the' said trustees, and 
shall annually accumulate, and be added to 
the principal sum itself, to carry interest to- 
gether, until a proper purchase can be found 
and approved, as shall be direded by such 
bill, and until the same shall, upon a petition 
setting forth such approbation, to be pre- 
ferred to the said court of Chancery in a 
L 4 sum* 
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summary way, by the persons to be named 
in the bill, be ordered to be paid by the 
treasurer of the Bank of Dublin^ for the 
completing such purchase, in such manner 
as the said court shall think just and direft: 
And that if the money arising by the princi- 
pal and accumulated interest of such sum or 
sums, shall exceed the amount of the origi- 
nal purchase-money so laid out as aforpsaid, 
then and in that case, only the surplus which 
shall remain, after discharging the expepceof 
the applications to the court, shall be paid 
to the person or persons respeftively, who 
would have been entitled to receive the rents 
and profits of the lands direded to be pur- 
chased, in case the same had been purchased 
pursuant to the aft, or to the representatives 
of such person or persons. On the 9th De- 
cember 1801, this is declared to be a stand- 
ing order." 
The bill is generally printed as soon as the 
judges have approved of jt ^ and if it be printed 
in time, the bill may be read a second tiipe the 
day following the first reading. 

If the bill originate at the Commons, after it 
has been read a first time'' in this House, it will 
be referred to two qf the judges, to be considered, 
who are forthwith to summon all parties concern- 
ed therein, and after hei^ring them, and perusing a 

' 28 L.J. 119; 30 L.J, 347. 

copy 
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copy of the bill attested by the clerk of the Par- 
liaments, are to report the state of the case, with 
their opinion thereon, to the House ; and until 
the judges have made their report, the bill cannot 
be read a second time. The manner of proceeding 
before the judges has already been pointed out"*. 

On the second reading, the bill will be com- 
mitted for a day not earlier than the same day 
fortnight. 

Notice should be given to all parties interested 
in the bill, to attend the committee in person, to 
give their consents; and trustees in whom any 
trust is vested by the bill, must also personally 
attend to accept such trust. In case of illness, or 
inability of any of the parties to attend, an ajfKda- 
vit of the same must be made before a master in 
Chancery, or at the public ofnce, by two persons, 
and that the absent party signed a print of the bill 
annexed to the affidavit in their presence, and de- 
clared his consent that the same be passed into a 
law. 

Before the committee, the allegations of the 
bill must be proved in the same manner as they 
were before the judges, all the witnesses being pre- 
viously re-sworn at the bar of the House of Lords. 
The witnesses may be sworn the same day on 
which the bill has been read a second time and 
committed, or on any subsequent day, and no 
certificate of the re-swearing is required. 

^ Vide supra, p. x8, and seq. 

If 
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If any trustees be appointed by the bill, the 
committee-clerk should be applied to before the 
committee meets, to make otit the entry in the 
committee-book for the trustees to sign, otherwise 
they will be obliged to attend another day to sign 
the book. 

COMMITTEE. 

The following are standing orders of the House 
of Lords : 

"Die Mercurii, 20 Aprilis 1698 — It is or- 
dered by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
in Parliament assembled. That for the future 
it be a general instruftion to all committee* 
who shall meet upon private bills, that they 
take no notice of the consent of any pers6n 
to the passing ofsuch bill, unless such person 
appear before them, or that there be an affi- 
davit of two persons made, that he or she is 
not able to attend, and doth consent to the 
said bill ; and that when any committee shall 
be appointed on a private bill, notice thereof 
be affixed on the doors of this House four- 
teen days before the meeting of the said 
committee : And that this order be added 
to the roll of standing orders." 

** Die Sabbati, 16 Februarii 1705 — It is or- 
dered by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
in Parliament assembled, That in all cases 
where trustees shall be appointed by any pri- 
vate 
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vate bill, the committee to whom that bill is 
referred, do take care that the trustees appear 
personally befdi-e them, and accept the trust 
under their hands ; and also that the Lord 
who shall be in the chair of a committee for 
the passing of any private bills, when he 
makes his report, shall acquaint the House 
that all the orders of the House, in relation 
to private bills, were duly observed in pass- 
ing the said bill through the committee." 

** It is ordered by the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral in Parliament assembled. That for the 
. future when any private bills shall be sent by 
the House to a committee, there shall be 
at the same time transmitteed to them, a 
copy of these orders now made, and of all 
other standing orders of the House then in 
force relating to the passing of private bills." 

** Die Martis, 19 Februarii 1705 — It is ordered 
by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Par- 
liament assembled, That the orders of the 
1 6th instant, relating to private bills, shall 
be, and they are hereby declared to be, stand- 
ing orders, and entered on the roll." 

^ Die Luna, 29 Aprilis i799-^Ordered by the 

, Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament 
assembled. That where a petitioner for a 
private bill is tenant for life in possession, 
and another petitioner for the same bill is 
tenant in tail in remainder, and of age, and 

where 
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where it is competent for the two together,^ 
by deed, fine, and common recovery, to bar 
the rights and interests of all persons in re- 
mainder after the estate in tail of the peti- 
tioner, the committee shall nor, in such 
case, be required to take the consent of any 
of the persons in remainder after the esr?.te of 
such tenant in tail, to the passing of such 
bill." 

** Ordered, That in all private bills, when any 
married or unmarried woman, or when any 
widow, desires to consent to the sale or ex- 
change of any estate in which she may have 
an interest, or upon which she may be enti- 
tled to a jointure or rent-charge of any sort ; 
or if she shall desire to sell, or otherwise dis- 
pose of all or any part of such jointure, rent- 
charge, or interest, the committee shall re- 
quire hot only her own consent in person, 
but also that of her trustee or trustees.*' 

" Ordered, That in all private bills, when any 
estate is proposed to be sold or exchanged, 
on which the whole or any part of the for- 
tune of any child or children is secured, or 
in which any such child or children hath or 
have an interest, the committee shall take 
the consent of any such child or children, if 
he, she, or they, is or are under age, by his, 
her, or their parents or guardians; and if of 
age, then the consent of the trustee or trus- 

tees 
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tecs for such child -or child: en, shall also be 
taken, as well as the personal consent of such 
party." 

^* Ordered, That the consent of all trustees shall, 
be required in person before the committee, 
where any money is to pass through the 
hands of any such trustees, whether for join- 
ture, pin-money, the fortunes of younger 
children, or any other interest whatsoever ; but 
the consent of trustees to preserve contingent 
remainders only, shall not be necessary.** 

** Ordered, That all the before-mentioned or- 
ders of 29 Aprilis 1799, be declared standing 
orders, and that they be entered upon the 
roll of standing orders of the House, and 
printed and published, to the end all persons 
concerned may the better take notice of the 



same.'' 



After the proper evidence has been adduced be- 
fore the committee, the chairman will report the 
bill (with the amendments, if any) to the House, 
and thereupon the bill is ordered to be ingrossed, 
and when the ingrossment is finished, it will be 
laid on the table, and read a third time, and or- 
dered to the Commons. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

The ingrossed bill is generally read a first time 
the same day it is sent from the Lords, and at 

the 
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the proper times, will be passed through the 
several stages mentioned in the Introdudtory 
Chapter. 

At the committee in this House, the allega- 
tions in the bill should be proved in the same 
manner they were*before the committee at the 
Lords. The signatures of all parties interested, 
should be obtained to a copy of the bill, which 
will (upon their signatures being proved) preclude 
the necessity of their attending the committee to 
give their consents in person. 



In the foregoing Chapters, it has been endea- 
voured to point out the forms and methods of 
proceeding to be observed, in order to obtain cer- 
tain private a6ls of Parliament ; and the standing 
orders of both Houses have been colle(Sted and 
arranged under those particular heads to which 
they seemed most immediately to refer. But here 
let it be remarked, that though such be the rules 
and orders which each House of Parliament has 
laid down-for the regulation of their own proceed- 
ings in passing such bills, and though the negled 
of the observance of any of them may occasion a 
delay in the business ^ yet if they be not all ob- 
served, nor yet dispensed with, the adt of Parlia- 
ment will not be thereby rendered invalid or de- 
feftive. Neither House of Parliament, when a 
bill is carried from one to the other, inquir 

whcthe 
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Whether all the forms of the House from which 
it is brought, have been complied with ; nor is 
any such inquiry made when it is tendered to the 
Crown for the Royal Assent. It is supposed that 
all have been observed, and nothing remains but 
for the Crown to give its assent to the bill, or to 
rejcdl it. 
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(A) 

Form of Notice to be affixed on the Churcb^'door of 
the Parish in 'Which the Lands intended to be in* 
closed, 6fr. are situated. 

Seftemher ist, I So I. 

"VrOTICE is hereby given to the proprietors of 
lands and estates in the parish of A. in the 
county of Bw and to all other persons whom it 
may concern, that at the next session of Parlia- 
ment a petition will be presented to the honoura- 
ble House of Commons, for leave fo bring in a 
bill, in order to obtain an aft of Parliament for 
dividing, allotting, and inclosing, all the open and 
common-fields, meadows, pastures, commonable- 
lands and waste- grounds in the parish of A. afore- 
said, or (" for dividing, draining, embanking and 
improving all the fens, lands, and marsh-grounds' 
in the parish of — '-^ aforesaid"), or ("for exo- 
Tierating from tithes all the iiomesteac^s, farms,» 
lands, and titheable grounds in the parish of A* 
aforesaid"'), or (" for confirming and establishing 
rnn agreement entered into between the owners of 
estates in the parish of A. aforesatdy for dividing^ 
•otllottingj and inclosing the common and opea 
:f elds, fcc. describing the premises")* 

u This 
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This notice may be varied ^cording to circum- 
stances; and the nature and extent of the lands 
intended to be inclosed, &c. should be accurately 
described. 

The notice is generally dated the day before it 
is stuck up, and must be upon the church-door of 
every parish in which the lands intended to be 
affefted by the bill are situated, three Sundays in 
the monihs of August and September, or one of 
them. 

See form of Notice pursuant to a special order 
of the House^ Appendix (b). 



PETITIONS. 

Form of Petition for Leave to present an Inclosure 
Bill. 

To the honourable the Commons of the 
united kingdom of Great Britain. and Ire- 
land, in Parliament assembled' ^^ m^mm^m 

The petition of the most noble W- Duke of 
M. and the humble petition of the several 
persons whose names are hereunto sub* 
scribed, on behalf of themsetvcs and others^ 
owners of estate? in the parbb of A. in 
county of B. 

* It must \jt undmiood . 1 1. 
to cv^ry p^irioB pif 
it ijc not icpettr.^ ' 
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&HEWETH, 

That there are within the said parish of A. se- 
veral open and common- fields, meadows, pas- 
tures, commonable-lands and waste-grounds, con- 
taining in the whole by estimation acres, or 

thereabouts. 

That the several properties of the owners of the 
said open and common-fields, meadows, and pas- 
tures, lie very much intermixed and dispersed in 
small parcels, so as to render the cultivation there- 
of very inconvenient ; but if the same, together 
with the said other commonable-lands and waste- 
grounds, were divided and allotted unto and 
amongst the several persons interested therein, ac- 
cording to their several and respedtive rights and 
interests, and such allotments inclosed, they 
would be rendered of much greater value, and 
might be much improved. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, 
that leave may be given to bring in a 
bill for dividing, allotting and inclosing 
the said lands and grounds, in such man- 
ner, and under such regulations and re- 
stridions, as to this honourable House 
shall seem meet. 

And your petitioners shall ever pray, &c*. 

*>.With these words all petitions should be concluded; 
though they are not subjoined to the subsequent petitions in 
this Appendix. 

V M 2 For 
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For Inclosure^ and extinguishing Rights of Commons^' 

The humble petition of the several persons 
whose names are hereunto subscrib,ed; on 
behalf of themselves and other owners of 
estates in the parish of A. in the county 
ofB. 

SHEV^ETH, 

That there are within the said parish several 

spacious heaths or commons, called and 

^ , and also several open and commonable 

lands, called half-year or Lammas -lands, and 
distinguished by the names of the — — com- 
mons, wherein several persons have and are enti- 
tled to divers small detached and intermitted par- 
cels, which are very inconveniently situated for 
the occupation thereof; and there are also several 
inclosed fields, called half-year or Lammas-lands, 
and usually distinguished by the names* of the 

commons, which are subjeft to certain 

commonable rights in favour of the owners and 
occupiers of lands and tenements within the said 
parish ; and there are likewise divers messuages, 
tenements, ancient inclosed lands, grounds and 
homesteads, within the said parish, the owners 
and occupiers whereof are entitled to rights of 
common in the said heaths or commons, open 
and inclosed half-year and Lammas-lands respcc* 
tively, and that it would be of great benefit and^ 

advatt— • 
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advantage to the several persons having a right of 
common upon the said heaths and commons, if 
the same were divided and inclosed, and specific 
parts allotted to and amongst the several persons 
interested therein, in proportion to their rcspedtivc 
rights in the soil, herbage and common thereof; 
and it would likewise be advantageous to the se*^ 
vcral proprietors of, and persons interested in the 
said open and inclosed half-year or Lammas- 
lands, if the several rights of common to which 
the same are now liable, were extinguished, by 
making a reasonable compensation to the parties 
entitled thereto, and if the detached and inter- 
mixed parts thereof were exchanged and appor- 
tioned between and amongst the owners and pro- 
prietors of such lands, in such manner as to ren- 
der their shares therein more compaft than they 
now are. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, 
that leave may be given to bring in a 
bill for effefting the several purposes 
aforesaid, in such manner, and under 
such regulations and restriftions, as to 
this honourable House shall seem meet. 



For Inclosing^ Drainingy &c. 

The humble petition of the Rev. A. B, rec- 
tor of the parish of •', in the county 

M 3 of 
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of — — , and of the several other persons 
whose names are undersigned, on behalf of 
themselves and other proprietors of estates 

within the parish of -, haying right of 

common upon the commons and waste 
lands within the said parish. 

SHEWETH, 

That there are within the said parish, certain 
commons and waste-lands, which are capable of 
much improvement by drainage and inclosure ; 
but in the present uncultivated state thereof, are 
pf little value ; and that it would be a great ad- 
vantage to the persons interested therein, if th^ 
same were drained and inclosed ; and it would be 
an additional benefit to the proprietors of estate? 
within the said parish, if such estates were exone- 
rated from tithes, and full compensation made for 
the same ; and also if proper powers were given to 
drain and improve such estates ; and that there are 
within the said parish, certain embankments, 
which would be of much greater utility if the 
jame were raised and repaired, and provisions made 
for upholding them in future. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, 
that leave may be given to bring in a 
bill to effeft the purposes aforesaid, in 
such manner as this honourable House 
shall judge proper. 

For 
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For Draining Fens^ &c. 

The humble petition. of Sir A.R. Bart,; Sir 
B.C. Bart.; Sir C.P. Bart.; L.M. Esq. 
T. W. Esq. and the several other persons 
whose names are hereunto subscribed, on 
behalf of themselves and others, owners and 
proprietors of estates within the several pa- 
rishes, townships, or places of — - and 

SHEWETH, 

That there are within the several parishes, 
townships, or places above mentioned, certain 
large tradts of low lands, the property of your pe- 
titioners and others, containing in the whole 
acres and upwards, through which the ri- 
vers and — ^ have their separate and con- 
joined courses; and that the channels and beds of 
the said rivers are very insufficient to contain and 
/ convey the flood-waters thereof within their due 
limits, and such flood-waters being also greatly 
impeded in their passage by the many angles in 
which the sj^id rivers take their courses, the said 
lands are thereby subjeA to be frequently over- 
flowed and injured, and by reason thereof, the 
same are incapable of any considerable improve- 
ment, or of being put into a state of cultivation ; 
and that in order to prevent such injury to the 
said lands, an^ to improve the same by an effec- . 

M 4 tual 
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tual drainage, it is expedient that a cut,, of sufEr 
,cient dimensions to afford a free passage for the 

waters of the in all times of flood, should be. 

made to branch out of the s^me river at or near 

a place within the parish of , in the said , 

called , and to be continued from thence 

eastwards, through certain lands within the same 
parish, to and into a brook within the parish of 
^ ; and the same cut to be from thence con- 
tinued in or near to the present course of the said 

brook, through the said parish of , down to the 

sea, there to discharge the whole pf such waters ; 
and that the beds qr channels of the said rivers 
should be so deepened, widened, altered 4n4 epti* 
banked, where necessary, as at all time? to gdmic 
within the proper limits thereof, a free course for 
the waters that ought to pass along the same ^ 
and that such drainage as aforesaid will be 
highly beneficial to your petitioners, and of p^b• 
lie utility. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, 
that leave may be given to bring in a 
bill for effeding the purposes aforesaid, 
by such ways, and means, and in such 
manner, as to this honourable House-= 
shall seem meet. 



JiU-^ 
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por attending and rendering more effeSIual a former 
A£l for Draining Lands. 

The humble petition of the several persons 
whose names are hereto subscribed, on 
behalf of themselves and others, proprie- 
tors of lands within the distridt hereafter 
mentioned. 

SHEWETH, 

That by an ad passed in the year of the 

reign of , for draining and preserving cer- 
tain fen-lands in , and county of , ly- 
ing between river, and bounded on the 

south by the lands of and , and for 

{empowering the governor, bailiffs and common- 
alty of the company of conservators of the great 

level of the fens, commonly called , to sell 

certain lands lying within the limits aforesaid, 
commonly, called invested lands, certain com- 
missioners are appointed for putting the said adt 
;n execution 5 and that the fen-lands and low- 
grounds therein comprised, are taxed and made 
thargeable with a yearly sum for every acre there- 
of, until all the money which should be borrowed 
for the purposes of the said ad, with the interest 
thereof, should be discharged ^ and that the com- 
missioners appointed by virtue, and in pursuance 
of the said ad, made several cuts, drains, and 
outlets, and ereded several engines, and made 

several 
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several banks, and did other works in, through, 
and upon the lands and fen-grounds in the said 
aft mentioned, for the purpose of draining and 
preserving the same, and assessed the lands and 
grounds with the several rates and taxes au- 
thorised by the said aft ; and that the said com^ 
missioners have borrowed several sums of money 
upon the security of the rates and taxes charge- 
able upon the said lands and grounds in the said 
aft mentioned, and have assigned over the said 
rates and taxes for securing the monies so bor- 
rowed, with the interest thereof; and a consi- 
derable debt now remains due upon the assign- 
ment of the said rates and taxes, and otherwise 
on account of the said lands and grounds; and 
that the said lands and grounds might be further 
greatly improved by additional works of drainage, 
but that the rates and taxes authorised to be 
raised by the said aft, have been found insuffi- 
cient for the payment of the interest of the 
monies borrowed, and for maintaining and keep- 
ing in repair the present works ; and the powers 
given to the said commissioners are also found to 
be insufficient for the effeftual drainage and pre- 
servation of the said lands and grounds ; and 
the mode of appointing the commissioners is 
found to be inconvenient, and that it is therefore 
necessary to repeal cer,tain parts of the said aft, 
'and to make some alterations ^n3 amendments 
therein ; and also to make some further addi- 
tion^ 
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Honal new works and drains, for the more cffeci- 
tual draining and preserving of the said lands and 
grounds, and to lay additional taxes thereon, in 
prder to raise money to answer the said purposes* 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, 
that leave may be giyen to bring in a 
bill to alter, explain, amend, and ren- 
der more effeftual the said ad, and to 
repeal certain parts thereof; and for 
laying such additional taxes on the 
\said fen-lands and low-grounds, and for 
such other purposes as to this honour- 
able House shall seem mecti 



P6r r^onerating from Tithes y Lands already inclosed. 

The humble petition of E. F. of, &c. Esq. 
and C. D. of the same parish. Clerk. 

SHEWE'TH, 

That your petitioner E. F. is patron, and your 
petitioner C. D. is reftor, of the redory of A. 
in the said county, and that the homesteads, farms, 
and lands in the parish of A. aforesaid, are old 
inclosures, and belong to the said E. F. and others, 
and that the said C. D. as redtor of the said reftory, 
is entitled to all the great and small tithes arising, 
increasing and renewing upon the said home- 
s|:eads, farms'and lands, and it will be convenient 

and 
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and advantageous to all the proprietors of home- 
steads, farms^ and lands in the said parish, as 
well as to the redtor for the time being of the 
said reftory, if the great and small tithes afore- 
said were comrputed for perpetual corn-rents, to 
be fixed and charged upon the respedive home- 
steads, farms, and lands aforesaid. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, 
that leave may be given to bring in a 
bill for fixing and settling a commuta-r 
tion for the great and small tithes of 
and upon the homesteads, farms, and 
lands within the said parish, by the 
payment of corn-rents for ever for the 
same, subjedt to such regulations and 
restridlions as to this honourable Hou3e 
shall seem meet. 



For confirming an Agreement for an Inclosure. 

The humble petition of A. B. of &c. Eisq. 
lord of the manor of C. in the county of 
D. and of the several other persons whose 
names are hereunto subscribed, owners of 
estates within the townships of E. and F# 
in the parish of C. in the said county. 

SHEWETH, 

That in or about the year — — , the several 
owners of instates within the said townships en- 
tered 
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tered into an agreement amongst themselves, to 
divide, allot, and inclose a certain common, or 
parcel of waste-land, called A. otherwise B. con- 
taining acres or thereabouts, situated and 

lying partly in the township of- E. and partly in 
the township of F. and the same was afterwards 
divided and allotted accordingly among the several 
persons interested therein, who took possession 
of and inclosed their several allotments ; and the 
same have ever since been held in severalty; and 
that fcJie said agreement was never properly exe- 
cuted by the several parties interested, but the 
terms thereof were striftly enforced and accepted 
by each of them ; and that your petitioners, and 
the several other persons who are in present pos- 
session of the lands and estates for which such 
allotments have been set out as aforesaid, being 
desirous of completing the agreement so neglefted 
to be executed, have lately executed a proper 
agreement, conformable in every respedt to the 
agreement before mentioned, which has been 
signed by all the owners of lands and estates 
within the said townships, having any interest 
upon, the waste-lands so inclosed as aforesaid : 
Your petitioners are advised that such agreement 
crannot be made effedlual, unless the same is 
established and confirmed by the authority of 
IParliament. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, 
that leave may be given to bring in a 

bill 
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bill for confirming and establishing thd 
said division and inclosure, in such 
manner as to this honourable House 
shall seem meet. 



To he beard against certain Clauses in an Inclosure 
Bill. 

The petition of the Right Honourable J. 
Earl of K. 

SHEWETH, 

That your petitioner is informed that a bill is 
depending in this honourable House, for divid* 
ing, allotting, and inclosing the open and com- 
mon-fields, meadows, commonable -lands and 
waste-grounds in the parish of A. in the county 
of B. 

And your petitioner begs leave to state to this 
honourable House, that there are several clauses 
and provisions contained in the said bill, which, 
if the same were to pass into a law as it now 
stands, would materially infringe the rights, and 
injure the property of your petitioner. 

Your petitioner therefore prays, that he 
may be heard by himself, his counsel or 
agents, against such parts of the said 
bill as may afTed him^ and that the 
same may not pass into a law as it now 

stands. 
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Stands, or may have such relief in the 
premises, as to this honourable House 
may seem meet. 



Cefy-holders against a Bill for Inclosing Commons. 

The humble petition of the undersigned, 
, copy-holders and others, inhabitants of 

the parishes of A. B. and C. in the county 

ofD. 

SH£W£TH, 

That a bill is now pending in this honourable 
House, for inclosing the commons and waste- 
lands of the manor of £. which, if it should pass 
into a law, your petitioners are apprehensive, will 
prove of very injurious tendency to their interests, 
as also to those of the poor of the said parishes ; 
and that your petitioners derive veiy considerable 
advantage from the right of commonage which 
they enjoy as appurtenant to their several copy- 
hold estates, and by which they are entitled to 
depasture sheep and other commonable cattle on 
the said commons^ and waste-lands, during the 
season when their lands are in tillage ; and they 
greatly fear that the share or portion of land which 
may be respeftivcly allotted to them as customary 
tenants of the manor, will be so far from remune- 
rating them for the loss and detriment they will 
sustain by such inclosure^ that the expence neces- 
sarily attendant upon the inclosure and ameliora« 

tion 
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tion of the land so allotted to them^ wotild be 
much greater than its intrinsic value, or any ad- 
vantage they could possibly gain by it ; and that 
the said poor depend entirely for the supply of fuel, 
from the furze, heath, and turf which they pro-^ 
cure at their leisure hours from the said com- 
mons, being precluded from obtaining any sub- 
stitute for the same, as coals, from the inland 
situation of the said parishes (and the consequent 
necessity of conveying them by land carriage), 
are extremely dear, and wood equally scarce and 
expensive : And even should a part of the said 
commons be appropriated by the said bill for that 
purpose, your petitioners apprehend it would be 
very inadequate to answer the end for which it 
may be designed ; and that the said poor (seve- 
ral of whom are widows with large families) arc in* 
debted for the chief means of supporting them* 
selves and families, to the produce of cattle and 
poultry which they are enabled to keep on the 
$aid commons and waste-lands ; of which privi- 
lege should they be deprived, or limited from the 
enjoyment thereof in its full extent, they must 
inevitably be reduced to the alternative of solicit- 
ing relief from their respedive parishes (which arc 
already heavily burthened with poor), or of endur- 
ing very great distress, in removing to a situatio&i 
better adapted to supply their necessities. 

You petitioners therefore humbly pfay, that 
the said bill may not pass into a kw» and 

that 
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that they may be heard by their counsel 
or agents against the same. 



For Leave to present a PeHtionfor an Inclosure Bill. 
The humble petition of, &c. 

SHEWETH, 

That the lands and grounds in the said open 
and common-fields, lie intermixed and dispersed 
in small parcels, and in their present situation are 
incapable of any considerable improvement 5 but 
if the same, together with the said waste-grounds, 
were divided and allotted amongst the several per- 
sons interested therein, and such allotments in- 
closed, the same would be of public utility. , 

That your petitioners intending to apply to 
Parliament for the above purposes, caused such 
notices to be given as are required by the standt 
ing order of this honourable House, relative to 
inclosure bills ; but difficulties having arisen as to 
the terms of the inclosure, a proper petition could 
not be presented until the time appointed for re- 
reiving petitions for private bills had elapsed 5 but 
^ch difficulties being now removed, and almost 
til the parties interested being consenting to the 
xiclosure ; 

Your petitioners humbly pray, that leave 

may be given to present a petition for 

N the 
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the purposes aforesaid^ or that thiey may 
have such other relief in the premises, 
as to this honourable House should 
seem meet. 



For additional Provision in a Drainage and Inclo* 
sure Bill. 

The humble petition of, &c. 

SHEWETH, 

That a petition was lately presented to this 
honourable House, for leave to bring in a bill for 
dividing, allotting, inclosing and draining A. B. 
And C. commons, and that unless several of the 
works of drainage, and the powers for carrying 
them into execution, be extended to certain lands, 
and grounds in the several parishes of C. and D. 
aqjoining, or lying contiguous to the commons 
(describe the situation of the lands), the same will 
be ineffeAual. 

That by several afts heretofore passed, divers 
powers for draining and preserving the said lands 
and grounds in the parishes of A. B. and C. afore- 
said, have been granted to certain commis^sioners 
of sewers, and certain other persons, owners of 
the inclosed lands in A. aforesaid, adventurers or 

undertakers for draining fen, and to Certain 

commissioners, commonly called commis- 
sioners ; and if the commissioners of sewers and 
the said adventurers or undertaken, and the said 

pther 
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other commissioners, were severally authorized to 
execute certain other works of drainage and pre- 
servation, and proper powers were granted to them 
for that purpose, it would materially facilitate the 
drainage and preservation of the said lands, grounds 
andcommons» 

Your petitioners therefore liiumbly pray, 
that provisions may be made in any 
bill to be brought into this honourable 
House pursuant to the pray^er of the 
said former petition, for efie£tuating the 
several purposes xiientiooed in this peti- 
tion, in such manner, and under such 
regulations, as to this honourable House 
shall seem meet. 



Relative to Notices for Provision in a Drainage and 
Inclosure Bill. 

The humble petition of, &c. 

SHEWETH, 

That in pursuance of the leave of this honour* 

able House, given on the day of , 

notices have been given of the application to Par-* 
liament for draining the several lands and grounds 
described in the report which was made on the 

day of last, from the committee to 

whom the petition of the several persons whose 
names are thereunto subscribed, being owners of 
lands and grounds in the several parisbejs jof A* B. 

N a and 



and C. (describing the lands, as in the former pe- 
tition), was referred, by affixing such notices on 
the doors of the several parish- churches of A. B. 
and C. for three Sundays, in the present month 
of April. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, 
that in the bill ordered to be brought 
in for draining, dividing, allotting and 

inclosing commons, provisions 

may be made for efFeftuating the several 
purposes mentioned in their said former 
petition, in such manner, and under 
such regulations, as to this honourable 
House shall seem meet. 



Gem- 
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. (B) 

General Form of Notices. 

Notice is hereby given to all persons whom 
it may concern, that at the next session of Parlia- 
ment a petition will be presented to the honoura- 
ble House 6f Commons, for leave to bring in a 
bill for amending, widening and repairing the 

ro^d leading from • to , in the county 

of ■ (here describe the road accurately) ; or for 
reviving, continuing, amending, and making more 
cflfcftual, an ad, or several ads, made, &c. (setting 
forth the title of the last aft) ; and which said 
roads pass, or are intended to pass through the 
several parishes of A. B. C. and D. (as the case 
may be), in the county of — — 

Dated the — — day of r 



Pursuant to a Special Order of the House. 

. In pursuance of an order of the House of Co* 

, mons, made on the day of -^ instant. 

Notice is hereby given tp all persons wboni. it; 
may concern, that a petitiqn has beeij^presented 
to the honourable Hpuse of .Comijipas,jpraying, 
that in a bill now depending in Parli^if^ent, . for 
making and maintaining a. j:oad from — -tr to 

»3 '--—,' 



— — , provision may be made for amending, wi- 
dening, and keeping in repair, the road leading 

from to ; which last-mentioned road. 

passes, or is intended to pass, through the several 
parishes of A. B. and C. in the county aforesaid. 



PETITIONS. 

For a new Turnpike-Road. 

The humble petition of the several persons 
whose names are herunto subscribed, on 
behalf of themselves and others, owners 
of estates, or inhabitants within, or near 
the several parishes and places herein after 
mentioned. 

SHEWETH, 

That the making and maintaining of a turn- 
pike-road from or near the turnpike-gate at * , 

to join the turnpike-road leading from to 

. , at or near the ■ at , and to pass 

along and — ~ turnpike-road^ to — — *., and 

from thence to , through the several parishes 

of— ^ — and , all in the county of ^ — ^, 

will be a great benefit, and attended with much 
convenience and accommodation to your peti- 
tioners, and the other owners of estates, or in- 
habitants wkhin or near the said parishes and 
places, ^*hich are yttj populous, and in which 
ihany very considerable clothing mtoufajftorics. 

arc 



APPENDIX. I$3 

;^re pfrri^d on, and that such new road will opeq 
^ shorter and better conimunication than there is 
at present, between the city of ■ and toyrn of 
r-, — r, and the parts adjacent, and between vari- 
ous other parts of the country, and will also be 
of public utility. 

Your petitioners therefore l^umbly pray^ 
that leave may be given to bring in ^ 
bill for making and maintaining the 
said road, in such manner, and ynder 
such regulations, as to thi$ honourable 
I^u^e shall seem meet. 



For continuing the Term of a former A£t^ and for 
making a new Branch of Road. 

The humble petition of several qf the trus* 
tees appointed to put in execution an adt 
made in the year of his present Ma- 
jesty's reign, for — (here set forth the title 
of the aft). 

SH£WEtR, 

That your petitioners have proceeded in the 
execution of the said adl, and have borrowed a 
considerable sutp of money on the credit of the 
tolls thereby granted, which still remain^ due, 
and cannot be repaid, nor can the said roads be 
properly amended and kept in repair, unless the 
term of the said aft be fiirther continyed, and 

N 4 the 
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the powers thereof altered and enlarged, and that 
the present road leading from the — , in the 

parish of , to a certain lane called , 

being in length yards, or thereabouts, is 

very narrow and incommodious for travellers and 
carriages, and that it would be convenient to all 
persons travelling the said road, if power was 

given to make a new road from the said to 

join the present road leading towards , at or 

near ^ in the said parish of , and that 

in order to make the road more convenient for 
the public, it will be necessary that your peti- 
tioners should be authorized to pull down certain 
messuages and other buildings, in or near the said 

parish of , and to carry the said road through 

gardens and other grounds, which they arc not at 
present empowered to do. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, 
that leave may be given to bring in a 
bill for the purposes aforesaid, under 
such regulations and restriftions as to 
this honourable House sb^l seem meet. 



■ ....' ' '. 

Fer continuiug ibe Term^ altering the Pomers m^ 
former A£ls^ and for increasing ToUs^ &c. 

The bumble petition of the several persons 
whose jniames are hereunto subscribed, on 
behalf of themselves and others, trustees 

for 



^x 
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for executing two ads passed in the 

year of jjie reign of , and in the 

year of the reign of ;(set forth the 

title of the ads). 

SHEWETH, . 

^ That the trustees appointed in, or by virtue of 
the said ads, have proceeded to put the same in 
execution, and have for that purpose, from time 
to time borrowed several considerable sums of 
money on the credit thereof, and of the tolls 
thereby authorized to be taken, which money 
still remains due, and cannot be repaid, nor the 
said roads properly maintained and improved^ 
unless the term of the said ads be continued^ 
and some of the powers and provisions thereof 
altered and amended, and the tolls increased. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray^ 
that leave may be given to bring in a 
bill to continue the term, and alter and 
enlarge the powers of the said afts, in 
such manner, and under such regula* 
tions and restridions, as to this honour- 
able House shall seem meet. 



To continue a former Term, shut up part of a Road, 
take down a Bridge^ and to make a new Road^ 
and build a Bridge over a River. 

The humble petition of several of the trus* 
tees for putting in execution two ads 

made 
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ipade in the year of tjic fcign of 

r — t and the — — year of tj^c reign of 

, for repairing the road from to 

, in the county of — r-. 

SHEWETH, 

That your petitioners have proceeded in the 
execution of the said afts, and have borrowed 
a considerable sum of money on the credit of the 
tolls thereby granted, which money cannot be 
repaid, nor can the said roads be amended and 
kept in repair, unless the term and powers of the 
said adls be further continued and enliarged» and 
the toils increased : And that it would be more 
convenient to the public, and to all persons 
travelling the said roads, if power was given to 
shut up the present road leading from a placc^ 

csdied -r-. — , in the parish of -. , over a bridge 

called , to a place called , in the said 

parish, and to pull down the said bridge, and 
instead thereof, to make a new road from the said 

place called -rr — y to the said place called , 

•by a mill called Tr—rr-y and to ered a bridge over 
the river ... ' , in the said parish. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, 
that leave may be given to bring in a 
bill for efTefting the purposes h^ore 
mentioned, in such manner a3 tQ jthis 
honourable House shall appear Just and 
proper. 



Far Pravisim to include a mw Pi$£i of Jl§a4 in a 
Bill. 

The humble petition, ^c« 

^JiEWf TH, 

That a bill is now depending in this honour^ 
able House, for making and maintaining a new 
road from to . 

That the road leading from the west end of 

the village of , into the said intende4 ready 

at a place called ■ ■■, being in length > .> , or 
thereabouts, is very much out of repair, namow^ 
and incommodious, and cannot be sufficiently 
amended, widened, and kept in repair by the or*- 
dinaty course of kw ; arid that if the same wer^ 
made good, and included under the powers and 
provisions of the said bill, it would be a great 
benefit and convenience to your petitioners, and 
all persons residing in the neighbourhood. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, 
that provision may be made in the s^d 
bill, for amending, widening, and ke^ 

ing in repair the said road from 

to the said place called " , and mak- 
ing the same communicate with the 
said intended new road, in such man- 
ner, and under such regulations, as to 
this houourable House shall ^em meet. 



For 
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Tor Provision on the renewal of a Road ASl, 
The humble petition of, &c. 

SHEWETH, 

That a petition has been presented to this 
honourable House, for leave to bring in a bill 
for altering and enlarging the term and powers 
of an aft of Parliament made in the — — year' 

of -, for — (here set forth the title of the 

aft). 

That a certain road in the parishes of .A. B. 

and C. leading from to , and a certain 

other road in the parishes of D. £• and F. and 
leading from to , are much put of re- 
pair, narrow, and incommodious, and cannot be 
efiedtually amended, widened, improved and kept 
in repair, by the ordinary course of law ; and 
that it would be a convenience to the several 
neighbourhoods, and of public utility, if the 
same were made turnpike, and put under the 
care and management of the trustees for execut- 
ing the said ad. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, 
that provision may be made in the said 
bill, for amending, widening, improv- 
ing, and keeping in repair the said 
roads, in such manner as to this 
honourable House ^hall seem meet* 



For 
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For Provision in a Bill to Light artain Parts of 
a Road. 

The humble petition, &c. 

SHBWETH, 

. That a bill is depending in this honourable 
House, for more eflfeftually repairing, widening,- 
diverting, and improving the road — ^here insert 
tiie title of the ad). 

That several parts of the said roads, which 
lead through towns and villages, are narrow, and 
thereby accidents frequently happen in the night 
time, which your petitioners apprehend may ia 
a great measure be prevented, if the same were 
properly lighted. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, 
that provision may be mad^ in the said 
bill, for lighting such parts of the said 
road as shall be found necessary* 



Relative to Notices for Roads. 
The humble petition, &c. 

SHEWETH, 

* That a petition having been presented to this 
honourable House, in the present session, pray- 
ing that leave might be given to bring in a bill 
(amongst other things) for efFeftually amending, 
widening, and repairing, and keeping in repair, 

the 
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the road from (here describe the roiad)— 

the said petition was referred to the consider!* 
tion of a committee ; and that upon a report 
made from such committee, the House was 

pleased, upon the day of , to order, that 

in consideration of the circumstances mentioned 
in the said report, leave be granted that notice 
be forthwith given, of the application to Parlia* 
ment for the purposes mentioned in the said peti- 
tion, three times in the newspaper called the 

, in the present month of , or in 

the month of next -, and that notice has 

accordingly been given in the terms of the order 
last mentioned. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, 
that leave may be given to bring in a 
bill pursuant to the prayer of their said 
former petition. 



Relative to Notices for Provision in a Rotad ^ilt. 
The humble petition, &€• 

SHEWETH, 

That in pursuance of leave granted by this 

honourable House, on the day of ■ ■ » 

last, notices have been given at the last — * 
quarter-sessions of the peace holden for the county 

of , and three times in a newspaper called 

the ■■ ■ ■ , in the month of last> aad in 

the 
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the present month of ^ (in such and like 

manner as they are required to be given by the 
standing orders relative to turnpike bills), of the 
application to Parliament ; that in a bill now de- 
pending in this honourable House, for making 
and maintaining a road from to , pro- 
vision may be made for amending, widening, and 

keeping in repair, the road leading from to 

— , in the said county. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, 
that provision may be made in the said 
bill, for amending, widening, and keep- 
ing in repair, the road leading from the 

said place called , to , in such 

manner, and under such regulations, as 
to this honourably House shall seem 
meet. 



KOTICE'S. 
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(C) 



NOTICES. 

General Form for. 

Notice is hereby given to ail persons whom 
it may concern, tliat application is intended to be 
made to Parliament in the ensuing session^ for 
leave to bring in a bill for making and maintain-* 

ing a navigable cut, or canal, from to , 

in the county of , and that such cut, or na- 
vigable canal, is intended to be made and pass 
through the several parishes of A. B, and C. in 
the county of £• and also for supplying the towns 

or villages of with water, by means of pipes 

to be laid from the said canal, to and into such 
last-mentioned towns or villages ; and that such 
pipes are intended to pass through, or within the 

parishes of respeftively (or for better enabling^ 

the to7npa7ty of proprietors of the ■ canal to 
raise money for finishing and completing the said 
canal' line y and to alter^ explain and amend an a3 

passed in the year of the reign of y for 

making and 7nainiaining the said canal, and for 
granting to the said company further and other 
powers). 

A. B* Solicitor 

Fur- 
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Further Form. 



Notice is hereby given, that application is in- 
tended to be made to Parliament in the ensuing 
session, for leave to bring in a bill, in order to 
obtain an ad of Parliament for enabling the com- 
pany of proprietors of the canal navigation, 

to extend the said canal from the township of 

,' to or near a certain place called , in 

the parish of , to communicate with the ca- 
nal in the parish of ; and that the said ex- 
tension is proposed to be made and to pass ' 

through or into the several parishes of y all 

in the county of , and also through or into 

the parish of , in the county of ; and 

also for enabling the said company of proprietors 
to make any reservoir or reservoirs, with sufficient 
feeders, channels and leaders, in and through the 

townships of , in the parish of ^, and to 

alter or raise the rates of tonnage, authorized to 
be demanded and raised by the aft of Parliament 
passed for making the said first-mentioned canal. 



Notice for making a Rail- way ^ &c. 

Notice is hereby given, that application is in- 
tended to be made to Parliament in the next ses- 
sion, for leave to bring in a bill, in order to obtain 
ah aft for making and maintaining an inclined 
I.- . o plane. 
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plane, or rail-way, with all proper works and 
conveniencies for the passage of wa^ons> carts, 
and other carriages properly construfted, from, or 

from near a place called , through , and 

into and through the several parishes of ^ to 

or near to a place called , in the parish of 

, in the county of ; and also for mak- 
ing a collateral branch from the said inclined 

plane, or rail- way, from , in the parish of 

, into and through the several parishes of 

, to a place called , in the said parish 

of , and for making and maintaining a dock 

or bason, with cuts, locks, and other works, for 
the passage of boats, barges and other vessels, 
from the termination of the said intended rail-way 

at aforesaid, into the river , at or near 

to , in the said parish of , ail in the 

said county of . 



PETITIONS. 

To make a River ncrvigabley 6?r. 

The humble petition of the several gentle- 
men, traders, and others, inhabitants of 
the counties of and • 

SHEWETH, 

That the river is capable of being made 

navigable, from or near to a' place called , 

in , in the county of , into the river 
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~-— ,at or near a place called the — — , at~ — , 

in the county of . 

That if eiFedtual provision was made for open- 
ing and maintaining such navigation^ the same 
would be of great utility and benefit to the inha- 
bitants of the said coujities, and to the public in 
general. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, 
that leave may be given to bring in a 
bill for making and keeping the said 
river navigable, in such manner, and 
under such regulations, as this honeura« 
ble House shall think proper. 



For making a New CanaL 

The humble petition of the gentlemen, mer- 
chants, traders, and others, the principal 
inhabitants of -^ — , and elsewhere, in the 
CQunty of . 

SHEWETH, 

That it appears by levels and surveys lately 
taken, that a cut, or canal, for the navigation of 
boats and other vessels, with heavy burthens, may 
be conveniently made from the canal navi- 
gation, at or near , in the parish of , 

over the river — — ^ within the township of , 

to the river ■■ , at or near , through the 

several parishes, townships, distrids, or places of 

o 2 , 
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, in the said county ; and that the same wiif 

open a short, easy, and commodious commuaiia- 
tion between the said town of and the seve- 
ral townships, distrids^ or places through or near 
which the said cut or canal is intended to be 
made, and the interior parts of the county of 

, and the several trading towns adjacent to 

the said canal and the ports- of and 

, which will be of great advantage to the 

trade and manufa&ories carried on between or 
near the above, ports and places^ and be of much 
public utility. 

Your petitioner* therefore humbly pray, 
that leave may be given to bring in a 
bill for makiog a navigation cut, or ca- 
nal, from the canal navigation, in 

the said township of , near* , 

to. the river , at or near afore- 
said, in such manner> and with such 
powers and provisions, and under such 
regulations and restridtions, as to this 
honourable House shall seem meet* 



Another Form, 

The humble petition of. the seyerp:! persons 
whose names are hereunto, subscribed, ber 
ing owners and proprietors-of . esta^ep in 
the couftty 0/-— • 

SHEW* 
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* SHEW^tH, 

. That the makic^ and maintaiaiog of a canal 
(with buisons and reservoirs), navigable for boats, 

barges and other vessels, from the river •, 

near to and on the east side of the town of -, 

in the county of , in the parish of , next 

— — , in the said County, to the river , at or 

near to a certain place called , in the parish 

of , in the said county, through the several 

parishes of and , in the said county ; 

and also, that the making and maintaining of a 
collateral canal, orcut (with basons and reservoirs), 
for the navigation of boat$, barges and other ves- 
sels, from or near to a certain point in the said 

intended line of canal, called , in the said 

parish of , to the river , at or near to 

aforesaid, would not only greatly facilitate, 

and render less expensive, the conveyance of 
goods, wares and merchandize, between the cities 

of and (as a long and circuitous, and 

sometimes dangerous navigation in the open sea, 
would be avoided), but would also tend to pro- 
mote the improvement and better cultivation of 
the circumjacent country, by the conveyance of 
manure, and would otherwise be of great public 
utility. 

Your pietitioners therefore humbly pray, 

that leave may be given to bring in a 

bili for the purposes aforesaid, by sxich 

o 3 ways 
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ways and means, and under such regu- 
lations and diredions, as to this honour- 
able House shall seem most meet. 



For raising further Sums to finish a Canal, and to 
alter and amend a former A51. 

The humble petition of the company of pro- 
prietors of the and canal. 

SHEWETH, 

That your petitioners were incorporated by an 

aft passed in the year of , and were 

empowered to make and complete a canal naviga- 
ble for boats, barges and other vessels, from the 

town and county of the town of , to or near 

the city of -, in the county of , with a 

collateral branch to , in the parish or town- 
ship of , within the libertiesof the town and 

county of the town of ; and in order to 

enable them to carry on so useful an undertaking, 
they were authorized to raise and contribute 

amongst themselves any sum not exceeding ; 

but in case the same should be found insufficient 
for completing the said canal, they were autho<: 
rized to raise any further sum not exceeding 

-^ 5 part thereof, by additional shares, and the 

residue at legal interest on the credit of the said 
canals and on the tolls, rates and duties thereof. 

That 
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That your petitioners have proceeded in the 
execution of the said aft, and have laid out the 
whole of the line of the said canal and branch, 
and have cut a considerable part thereof; but 
from unforeseen accidents and expences, they 
have expended the whole of the said sum of . 

, without having completed the said canal. 

That your pietitioners have endeavoured to raise 

the further sum of , by additional shares, 

without effed: ; but are convinced they can pro- 
cure the whole of the said sum of by mort- 
gage of th*^ tolls, rates and duties of the said ca- 
nal, if they were empowered so to do. 

That your petitioners are apprehensive, that 
from the great advance in the price of materials 
and labour, they shall have occasion to borrow a 
further sum of money, over and above the said 

sum of ; and that your petitioners find, that 

in order to enable them to complete and main- 
tain the said canal, it will be necessary that the 
said ad should be altered and amended. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray^ 
that leave may be given to bring in a 
bill for the purposes aforesaid, under 
such regulations and restridlions as this 
honourable House shall think just and 
proper. * 



04 To 
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To raise a further Sunty to increase the To^nag€j.and 
to amend a former AR. 

The humble petition of the company of pro- 
prietors of the navigation from the 

navigation to 7, in the . county of 



SHEWETH, 

That an ad was passed in the year of the 

reign of , for making (here set forth the 

title of the aft). 

That your petitioners proceeded to put the 
said aft into execution, and have nearly com- 
pleted the said navigation, and the works there- 
by authorized to be made ; and that the esti- 
mate for executing the said undertaking, made 
by an experienced engineer, amounted to the sum 

of ; but for several reasons, and principally 

on account of the advance in the price of labour 
during the execution of the works, and the great 
damage done thereto by frost, snow, and floods^ ' 
the expence of making the said navigation and 
works, was increased beyond the estimate so far, 
that previous to the opening of the said naviga- 
tion, the said company of proprietors had not 

only expended the sum of , which was the 

whole sum your petitioners were by the said aft 
enabled to raise, but had contrafted debts to a 
very considerable amount^ and that since the 
opening of the said navigation, your petitioners 

have 



|ia,ve.ejxpeipi4ed ki.thte execution of the sdd w.ofks, 
^U ti^e tonnages tl;iey have from time to tjme te- 
ceived ; notwithstanding wjiich, they are still iu 
debt to a very large amount, and have several 
wiers and back-drains to make, for the accommo- 
dation of the occupiers of meadows on the line of 
the said navigation, and have also several mills on 
the said line to alter, agreeable to the diredions of 
the said act ; and that by the making of the said 
tiavigation, and from the facility of water-carriage, 
a.redudion of more than one-third in the price of 

coals, has taken place in the towns of and 

the neighbourhood, and a considerable redudion 
has also taken place in the price df carriage of all 
articles of merchandize passing upon the said na* 
vigation, so as to make a very important saving 
to the public; and that in order to enable your 
petitioners to discharge the debts they have un- 
avoidably contratfted as aforesaid, and to execute 
the several works yet incomplete, so as to render 
the said undertaking completely and generally be- 
neficial to the neighbourhood and tlie public, 
they submit to this honourable House, that it is 
necessary they should be empowered to raise 
such further sums of money as may be required 
for the completion of the said plan ; and that to 
enable them so to do, it is also necessary and rea- 
sonable that they should be enabled to take ade-, 
quate additional tonnage for the passage of coals, 
goods, wares and merchandizes upon the said na- 
vigation i 
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vigation ; and that the said aft hath been found 
in several respefts defeftive, and requires to be 
altered and amended. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, 
that leave may be given to bring in a 
bill for the several purposes aforesaid, 
, under such regulations as to this ho- 
nourable House shall seem meet. 

To extend a Rail-way ^ and to amend a former A&. 

The humble petition of the company of pro- 
prietors of the canal. 

SHEWETH, * 

That by an aft passed in the year of the 

reign of , for making (set forth the title of 

the aft), certain persons and their successors were 

incorporated, by the name and stile of , and 

were authorized and empowered to make, com* 
plete, and maintain the said canal, and other 
works ; and thac the making of an extension of 
the said rail-way, which communicates with the 

canal at or near , in the parish of , in 

the county of , from aforesaid, to or 

near to , and another extension firom — ^ — , 

to pr near to a place called , within 

aforesaid, and the making of another rail* way 
from the said canal, at or near — r-,in the county 

of , to or near to the summit of the inclined 

plane 
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plane of the said present rail-way, will be of great 
public utility, by opening a communication with 
many large and extensive trads of stone and other 
minerals, which lie under and near to the lines of 
the said proposed rail-ways, and be a means of 
producing a considerable increase of trade upon 
the said canal, cut, and rail-ways, and of supplying 
the public to a great extent with the said stone 
and other minerals at an easy and cheap rate. 
That your petitioners have, in proceeding to 
carry the said aft into execution, found the pow- 
ers and provisions thereof in some respefts de- 
feftive, and that it is expedient that the same 
should be altered and amended. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, 
that leave may be given to bring in a 
bill for enabling them to make the two 
extensions of rail- way, and also the nevr 
rail-way aforesaid, and for altering and 
amending the said aft, in such manner, 
and under such regulations and restric- 
tions, as to this honourable House shall 
seem meet. 



Petitions against Navigation Bills. 

The humble petition of the several persons 
whose names are hereunto subscribed, be- 
ing owners and occupiers of mills situated 
on the river — -, in the county of • 

$HEW- 
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SHEWETH, 

That by an aft passed in the — — year of the 

reign of (here set forth the title of the aft), 

certain persons therein named were united into a 
company, for making and maintaining the ■ 
canal, and several clauses were inserted in the said 
aft, for the purpose of preventing injury or da* 
mage to the owners and occupiers of mills upon 
the said river — — and its feeders, by the making 
of the said canal and other works, and particu- 
larly for preserving and securing to them the 
springs, feeders, water-courses, or streams of wa- 
ter, which supplied, or assisted in supplying with 
water, the mills upon the said river, or its feeders, 
by means of tunnels, culverts, trenches, drains 
and aquedufts, and for ascertaining the quantity 
of surplus-water in times of excess, by gauge- 
wiers and water-marks, to be made and fixed in 
such places, and in such manner, as is direfted by 
the said aft. 

That the said company of proprietors have 
proceeded in the making of the said canal, but 
have omitted and neglefted, in many instances, 
to make, dig, and fix the said tunnels, culverts^ 
trenches, drains and aquedufts, and have wholly 
neglefted to make and fix gauge-wiers and water- 
marks, according to the direftions of the said aft, 
^nd the clauses inserted therein for that purpose, 
as well as for the purpose of preventing injury and 
damage to the said mills ; in consequence of which 

negleft, 
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TOglcA, the owners and occupiers of mills have 
susCaified Very considerable damage, which da- 
mage is likely to increase by the said canal, and' 
the works thereof; and that the company of pro*- 
prietors have apj^ied to Parliament in the present 
session, for an aft, enabling them to make cer« 
tain deviations from their present parliamentary 
line, or for finishing the said canal and the works 
relating thereto, or otherwise altering or amend- 
ing the said aft of the year of the reign of 

• 
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, 
that in case the said bill should pass into 
a law, sufficient clauses may be inserted 
therein, not only for the purpose of 
enforcing a stridt observance of the 
clauses comprized in the before-men- 
tioned aft on their behalf, but also such 
further clauses, for the better and more 
effeftual security and proteftion of their 
rights and interests, as to this honoura- 
ble House shall seem meet : And your 
petitioners also pray, that they may be 
heard by themselves or counsel against 
the said bill. 



The humble petition of the several per- 
sons whose names are hereunto subscribed, 
being owners or proprietors of stock or 
shares in the canal navigation. 

SHEW- 
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SETEWETH, 

That by an aft passed in the ■ year of the 

reign of (here set forth the title of the aft), 

certain persons therein named were united into a 
company, for making and maintaining the said 

canal, and that a very considerable sum of 

money hath been raised under the powers of the 
said aft, for the purposes therein mentioned. 

That by a bill now depending in this honoura* 

ble House, for enabling the canal company 

to finish and complete the canal, and for 

amending the aft passed in the year of the 

leign of , for making and maintaining the 

said canal, it is intended that such of the 

proprietors of stock or shares as shall refuse to ad- 
vance further sums for the prosecution of the 
works of the canal, shall not only be excluded all 
benefit which may arise from the tolls and profits 
of the said intended canal, but also that the stock 
and shares to which they are now entitled, and all 
sum and sums of money advanced thereon, shall 
become forfeited, and shall be applied towards 
the carrying on and prosecuting the works of the 
$aid canal, for the benefit of those who are desirous 
that the same should be proceeded upon; and 
that many of the persons who were originally pro- 
prietors of stock or shares, or who have since be- 
come purchasers or owners thereof, are now dead, 
and the executors, administrators, or trustees of 
several of such deceased proprietors, being inte- 
rested 
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rested on behalf of creditors, legatees, and others, 
do not conceive themselves at liberty to advance 
further money out of the trust-monies in their 
hands, or risk the same in speculations of this 
sort, instead of paying the same to those who are 
entitled thereto ; and that in fad, many of such 
executors, administrators and trustees (were they 
so inclined), have not any trust-money or effeds 
in hand for the purpose ; and that all the persons 
whose names are hereunto subscribed, as well ex- 
ecutors, administrators and trustees, as those en-^ 
titled in their own rights respedlively, are unwil- 
ling to advance further money for the carrying on 
and prosecuting the works of the said canal, ;^nd 
wish therefore to be exempted from all future calls 
in resped thereof; but that they are desirous ei- 
ther of receiving, or continuing to be entitled to a 
proportionate share of the profits of the said in- 
tended navigation, in resped of the several sums 
already advanced, or of the shares to wl^ich they 
are now respedively entitled, or else that the re- 
payment of the said several sums shall be secured 
to them with interest, by mortgage of the tolls 
and profits of the said intended navigation, or in 
some other effedual manner. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly f^ay, 
that the said bill may not pass into a 
law in its present form, as your peti- 
tioners' rights and interests will be ma- 
terially 



terially affcaed thereby ; but that they 
may be heard by themselves, their agents 
or counsel, against the same. 



The humbk petition of the seveml persortH 
whose names are hereunto subscribed^ be* 

ing proprietors of shares in the canat 

navigation* 

SHEWETH, 

That a bill is depending in this Honourable 
House, to enable the company of pmprietors of 

the canal navigation to finish and complete 

the same, and to pay their debts, and for altering 
and amending two afts passed for making and 
maintaining the said navigation. 

That the said bill contains a provision for com- 
pelling the proprietors to advance such forthei' 
sum?, by way of per centage on their pr)esent 
shares, as shall be sufficient to discharge th^'dett's 
contrafted by the committee to whom the ma* 
nagemcnt of the concern has been hitherto en* 
trusted, and which debts, of a considerable part 
thereof, they thcsaid cortimitteef contrafted, as 
your petitioners cOnCeive, illegally; and wJthbtit 
the authority of either of thel former' aa:i5 rrferred 
to in the said bill, and without the knowledge and 
consent of your petitionetsiand have, as your pe- 
titioners are informed and belitVe,* giVeii their own 
personal security for the discharge thereof. 

That 
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That the said bill also contains several clauses 
and provisions highly injurious to the rights of 
your petitioners, as proprietors in the said navi- 
gation. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, 
that they may be heard by themselves, 
their counsel or agents, against such 
parts of the said bill as afFed: their rights 
and interests, and that they may have 
such relief in the premises, as to this 
honourable House shall seem meet. 



NOTICE 
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(D) 

Notice is hereby given, that J^plication is 
intended to be made to Parliament in the next 
session, for leave to bring in a bill, in order to 
obtain an aA of Parliament for building and 
creAing a bridge over the river ■ • •• , at or near 

a certain place called , in the parish of , 

in the county of , to the opposite shore in 

the parish of ; and for opening and making 

proper avenues,. ways and passiages thereto ; and 

also for re-building the bridge over the river j 

at or near , called bridge, in the parish 

of , in the county of ; and for erefting 

a temporary bridge over the said river, near the 
present bridge ; and for opening proper avenues 
to the same : or, •* /or c$ntinuingy amending and 
extending the powers of an a£l passed for re* 
buildings &fr." — (here set forth the title of the 
aft). 

N. B. — The objedt of the application should 
be fully set forth in the notice, and the 
parishes to which the bridge is to extend, 
should be named therein. 



P^Ti- 
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PETITIONS. 

For ereSling a new Bridge^ 

The humble petition of the gentlemen, 
deigy, freeholders, and other inhabitants 

of the counties of and ^ whose 

names are hereunto subscribed. . 

SREWfiTH, 

That the crossing the river - — ^, at the ferry 
near — — , with carts and carriages, is, by reason 
of frequent land-floods^ high tides, sand-banks, 
and other impediments, rendered not only dan- 
gerous and inconvenient, but attended With da-» 
mages and delays. 

That the building a bridge across the said 
river, at a convenient place a little above the &aid 
ferry, would not only effeftually remove and pre- 
vent such dangers, inconvenienciesy dam^^es and 
delays, but be of public utility. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, 
that leave may be given to bring in a 
bill for building a bridge across the river 

, near to the said town of ^ 

in such manner as to this honour* 
able House shall seem just and reason- 
able. 

P 2 F$r 
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For re-building a Bridge. 

The humble petition of the mayor, bur- 
gesses, and commonalty of the city of — • 

SHEWETH, 

That the bridge of , over the river ^ 

by means of the present buildings Standing there- 
on, is extremely narrow, inconvenient, and dan- 
gerous to pass over, whereby frequent mischiefs 
do happen from stops and interruptions j and 
that the foundation of the said bridge has been 
found, on examination, to be sound and good, 
and the bridge capable of such^improvements as, 
by re-building from the said foundation, may be 
of public utility and advantage to the naviga- 
tion ; and that by the removal of the houses, and 
other obstruftions thereon, the passage of the 
said bridge would be rendered very safe and com- 
modious. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, 
that leave may be given to bring in a 
bill for re-building, widening, and en- 
larging the said bridge, and to raise 
money for effedling the same ^ or that 
this honourable House will grant such 
other relief in the premises, by such 
ways and means, and in such manner, 
as to this honourable House shall seem 

most meet. 

Another 
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Another Fornri 

fVitbfbe addition of a Petition for leave to give the 
Notices required by the Standing Orders. 

The humble petition of the inhabitants and 
parishioners of the several parishes of 

united, and , in the town of 

, in the county of — , whos& 

names are hereunto subscribed, for and 
on behalf of themselves, and other the 
, inhabitants and parishioners of the said 
several parishes. 

SHEWETH, 

That the said town of is a county with- 
in itself, containing the said three parishes of 

, and through the said parish of passes 

the river — : — , over which hath been a bridge 
time immemorial, for carriages of every descrip- 
tion ; but the said bridge is become very ruinous, 
and is greatly decayed, although several sums of 
money have been expended in repairing the same. 

That your petitioners, in consequence of 
the apparently dangerous situation of the said 
bridge, have lately caused it to be surveyed, in 
order that the real condition thereof might be 
known, and the expence of repairing or re- 
building the same might be precisely ascertained ; 
and find from the opinion of a surveyor, that it 
is impracticable to repair the said bridge in a 

p 3 sub- 
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substantial manner; and that a plan and estimate 
have been made for a new bridge, the o^pmce 
whereof will amount to ^i — ^ or theivabouts, 
which sum, the parishioners and inhabitants of 
the said several parishes are unable to raise among 
themselves, without the aid and authority of Par- 
liament. 

That your petitioners conceive the most eligi- 
ble and least oppressive mode of defraying the 
expence of re-building the said bridge, will be 
by obtaining the money necessary for that pur* 
pose, on loan from individuals, and charging the 
messuages, lands, tenements and hereditaments 

situated within the said three parishes of , in 

aforesaid, with the payment thereof, within 

ten years from the passing of an aft for that pur^ 
pose, to be charged, raised and levied on such 
me^uages, lands, tenements and hereditaments, 
by an equal rate or assessment^ in proportion to 
the value of such estates respeftively ; and that 
there is a great thoroughfare over the said bridge 
for all manner of carriages, the same being situ^- 
ated in a public road ; and there will be great 
danger of its giving way when any carriage heavy 
laden passes over, or if a barge in passing under 
should strike against it, whereby many lives may 
be lost, and great injury sustained ; and that it 
therefore is become absolutely necessary, for the 
safety of the public in general, that a new bridge 
should be immediately erefted, which necessity 

did 
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did not arise, or wsis not discovered, until after 
the time limited by this honourable House, for 
giving the notices required by the standing orders 
relative for building bridges. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, 
that leave may be given to bring in a 
bill for re-building the said bridge -, and 
that the nioney necessary for that pur-, 
pose may be raised, levied, and repaid, 
by such ways and means as to this 
honourable House shall seem meet j 
and that your petitioners may be per- 
mitted forthwith to give the notices re- 
quired by the standing orders. 



Tfi renew a former A£l passed for building a 
Bridge. 

The hunible petition of several of the in- 
habitants of the parish of the town and 

borough of , in the county of , 

and of several other persons residing in 
the neighbourhpod thereof. 

SHEWETH, 

That your petitioners, in or about the year 

V- — , built a bridge across the river , at a 

place called , near , in the parish of 

, •— — , to the opposite shore, in the parish of — ^ — , 
in the said-county, and have made proper avenues 

p 4 or 
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or roads to and from the same, for three or four 
miles on each side thereof, as they were autho- 
rized by an adl passed for that purpose. 

That the expence of such undertaking, amount- 
ed to the sum of £ — , which has been borrowed 
upon the credit of the tolls authorized to be 
taken on the said bridge ; and th^t the tolls of 
the said bridge have for some years past been let 
by auftion for the sum oi J^ — only, which is 
too little to pay the interest of the debt due upon 
the said tolls, by the sum oi £ — per annum j 
and that the whole principal sum of £ — , with 
an arrear of interest, still remains due and un-t 
paid, and that the said ad will soon expire. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, that 
the said aft may be renewed, and the 
powers thereof enlarged; and th« there 
may be an additional toll granted, for 
making a better communication with 

the town of from the said road, 

at or near , by a place called ; 

and for payment of the interest of the 
expence to b^ incurred thereby, and of 
the said debt oi £ — due upon the 
tolls of the said bridge* 



P«TIi 
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PETITIONS. 

For establishing a Court for the more easy Recovery 
of Small Debts. 

The humble petition of several merchants, 
shop-keepers, dealers, and others, within 

the several parishes of and , in 

the county of . 

SHEVITETH, 

That many persons to whom your petitioners 
;ind others within the said parishes, in the course 
of their dealings, are .obliged to give credit for 
small sums, taking advantage of xhe difficulties 
under which persons lie in the recovery of such 
3ums by the present forms of law, frequently re- 
fuse, though well able, to pay their just debts. 

That your petitioners apprehend, that the esta- 
blishing of a jurisdidlion within the said parishes, 
for recovery of small debts in a way less expcn- 
jsive aad more expeditious, would be of great 
Advantage* 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, 
that leave may be given to bring in a 
.bill for that purpose, under such re- 
gulations as to this honourable House 
^hall seem most proper. 

The 
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The humble petition of the mayor, alder- 
men, citizens and commonalty of the 
city of , in common council assem- 
bled. 

SHEWETH, 

That the city of is an ancient corpora- 
tion, and a county within itself, of considerable 
extent ; and having navigable rivers to the towns 

of and y carries on a trade to those 

parts, and that great numbers of artificers and 
handicraft people are employed within the said 
city and county of the said city, who cannot 
support themselves without credit, and great 
numbers of dealers from the adjacent counties 
attend the fairs and markets held in the said city, 
and rent stalls therein, and seek their livelihood 
by vending their wares and merchandizes in the 
said city, and from thence are obliged to give 
credit to many of the poor inhabitants and resi- 
ants within the said city ; and that the said arti^ 
ficers and handicraft people are frequently put to 
great difficulties in obtaining credit ; and the 
dealers who frequent the fairs and markets, lie 
under great discouragement, from giving credit 
for small sums to tlie poor inhabitants and re- 
siants within the said city and liberties thereof, 
by reason that many persons obtaining such 
credit, evade the payment of their Just debts» 

prC' 
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presuming on the exp^nce and delay which attend 
the recovery thereof at common law. 

That your petitioners apprehend, that the giv- 
ing of such persons as encourage the said arti- 
ficers and handicraft people, and such dealers and 
others, an easy and speedy method for recovering 
their just debts at a small expence, will greatly 
tend to the promoting industry, supporting use- 
ful credit, and be of great utility to the said city. 
Your petitioners thei-efore humbly pray, 
that leave may be given to bring in a 
bill for the more easy and speedy reco- 
very of small debts within the said city 
and county of the said city, and the U- 
bcrties thereof. 



Further Petition in support of the last Petition. 

The humble petition of several gentlemen, 
freeholders, tradesmen, householders, shop- 
. keepers, and resiants- within the city of 
' '■ ■ and county of the said city, whose 
names are hereunto subscribed, in behalf 
of themselves, and otheu inhabiting within 
the said city and liberties thereof. 

SHEWBTH, 

That your petitioners, in the course of theii* 
dealings, frequently advance money, and give ere* 
dit, to the poor artificers and manufafturers who 
^ek a livelihood within the said city, who would 

pftea 
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often be otherwise subjedt to great distresses, and 
totally unable to carry on their diflFerent occupa- 
tions ', and that your petitioners very often suflFer 
great losses, by reason that many persons decline 
the payment of the debts they contract, as your 
petitioners cannot obtain the recovery thereof un- 
less by due course of law, which hath been found 
very expensive to the creditors, and greatly bur- 
thensome to the poor debtors. 

That if a proper court of judicature should be 
crefted for the recovery of small debtsMn a sum- 
mary way, it would be of great service to the said 
artificers and manufadturers, and many other in- 
dustrious poor persons, who, by having their 
wants timely relieved, by finding credit, might be 
preserved from utter ruin and destruction. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, 
that leave may be given to bring in a 
bill for the more easy and speedy reco- 
very of small debts within the said city 
and county of the said city, and liberties 
thereof, or that your petitioners may 
have such other relief as to this honour* 
able House shall seem meet. 



To exictjd the JurisdiSlion' of a Court to other Huth 
dreds. 

The humble petition of several gentlemen, 
tradesmen, artificers, and others, being in* 

habitants 
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habitants of the town of • ,. and other 

places within the hundred of , in the 

county of . 

' SHEWETH^ 

That many, persons frequently contrad small 
debts within the said hundred, who, though well 
able, frequently refuse to pay the same, presuming 
upon the difficulties under which their creditors 
lie, in suing them by the present methods pro- 
vided by law. 

That an aft was passed in the last session of 
Parliament, for the more easy and speedy reco- 
very of small debts within the hundreds of 

aad r — —,' which your petitioners apprehend has 
already been of great service within the said hun- 
dreds y and that it would be a great advantage to 
your petitioners and many others, if the provi- 
sions of the said aft were extended to take ia the 
said hundred of .- 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, 
that leave may be given to bring in a 
bill for that purpose. 



To amend a former A£l. 

The humble petition of the several persons 
whose names are hereunto subscribed, in- 
habitants of the parishes of — — ^ and. 
, in the county of . 

SHEW- 
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SHEWETH, 

That an ad was passed in the — — • year of the 
reign of his late Majesty, for the more easy and 
speedy recovery of small debts within the. pa- 
rishes of and 9 in the county of -- — ^ 

and that the said aft hath been foupd defedlive^ 
and insufficient to answer the good purposes there- 
by intended ; and it is expedient that the powers 
thereof should be explained, amended and en- 
larged, and some further and other provisions 
established, for the more easy and speedy reco- / 
very of small debts within the parishes of ■ 
and aforesaid. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, 
that leave may be given to bring in a 
bill for the piirposes aforesaid, in such 
manner, and under such rules^ regula- 
tions and restridtions, as to this honour^ 
able House shall seem meet* 



KOTICES. 
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(F) 

NOTICES. 

Pavings 6?r. 

3M0TICE is hereby given, that application 
will be made in the next session of Parliament, 
for kave to bring in a bill for paving, cleansing, 
lighting, watching, watering, and otherwise im- 
proving and keeping in repair, the streets, squares, 
and other public passages and.places in the parish 

of , in the county of , (" or which are 

^nd shall be made upon certain pieces of ground in 

the parish of , in the county of — — , belong- 

ing to A. B. tfr.'y 



PETITIONS. 

ForLightingj &c. Streets. 

The humble petition of the bailiffs, alder- 
men, capital burgesses, and burgesses of 

the town and borough of , in the 

county of , and of the gentlemen, 

clergy, freeholders, and other inhabitants 
residing in or near the same. 

SHEW- 
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SHEWETH, 

That the streets and lanes within the said towtt 
and borough are very ill paved, and become very 
ruinous and dangerous, and in several parts there- 
of, by annoyances and encroachments therein 
rendered very incommodious ; and the streets 
;ind lanes are not sufficiently lighted and cleansed, 
and cannot be efFeftually amended, widened, 
kept in repair, lighted and cleansed, by the ordi- 
nary course of law. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray/ 
that leave may be given to bring in a 
bill for amending, widening, keepii^ 
in repair, -lighting, and cleansing, the* 
streets and lanes in the said town and 
borough, or that they may have such 
other relief as to this honourable House 
shall seem meet- 



The humble petition of the several persons 
whose names are herunto subscribed, be* 
ing owners or inhabitants of houses ereft- 
ed upon, or lessees of certain pieces or 

plots of ground belonging to , in the 

parish of , in the county of , on 

which houses and other buildings have 
already been erefted, or are now ereding, 
and intended to be erefted, 

SHEW- 



hUEJiV^BTH, 

That tbe .jBaid pieces or plow qf ground have 
intely boea laid out for stfeet3 ^nd squares, and 
houses of considerable value baye b^o c^eAed, and 
are now building thereon, and many other ^louses 
^n^b^ildingsare {^rpojsedand Intisnded to be built 
in the ^ald streets and squares ; ^nd that certa,ui 
parts qf t;he .said streets and squares are not payed^ 
and are-^ubjed to nuisances, annoyances and en- 
.croacb|iients; and other parts thereof^ although 
pavedy. are still subjeft to nuisance^, annoyacLces 
and eqcroachnaepts; and that if proper powers 
•were jg^iyesi for paying, watching, lighting, cleanv 
ing^ jegulatii^, and watering thp said strect3> 
^juarfs^ and [places not paved^ and for keeping in 
i;epaLr,. watching, lighting, cleansing, regulating, 
apd watering those already paved, ^dfpr prevent* 
log nuisances, annoyances, and enproachmeqiU in 
,the same,r.espe6lively, it would be a great benefit 
and convenience to the inhabitant3 of the said 
streets, squares, and places, and to all persons re- 
sorting to, OF passing through the same. 

Ypur petitioners therefore humbly pray, 
that leave may be given to bring in a 
bill for effefting the purposes aforesaid, 
in such manner, and under such rules, 
orders and regulations, as to this ho- 
nourable House shall seem meet. 



The 
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The bumble petition of the principal, and 

other inhabitants, of the parish of ^ 

in the county of , whose i^ames arc 

hereunto" subscribed. 

SHEWETH, 

That the squares, yards, streets, and courts, 
and the passages therein, or leading thereto, in 
the said parish, are very ill paved and cleansed, 
and incommodious to passengers, by reason of 
nuisances, annoyances and obstrudions. therein; 
and many dborders and irregularities ' are ire- 
quently committed therein in t6e night-time, 
for want of the same being properly lighted aiKi 
watched; and that it would be of great benefit 
and advantage to the inhabitants thereof, and to 
all persons resorting thereto, if the same were pro- 
perly paved, cleansed, lighted and watched, and 
freed from all nuisancqs, annoyances and ob* 
strudtions therein, which the inhabitants are will- 
ing to do at their own expence. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, 
that leave may be given to bring in a 
bill for effedting the purposes aforesaid, 
by such ways and means, and in such 
manner, as to this honourable Hpuse 
shall seem meet. 



The petition of the several noblemen^ and 
the humble petition of several others, 

whose 
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whose names are hereunto subscribed, the 
proprietors and inhabitants of houses in 
'— — i in the parish of — — , in the county 
of. ./ 

SHEWETH^ 

That the fence And inclosUre of stich part of 
the said square as was lately inclosed, is gone to 
ruin and decays and the same now lies open, and 
common to the streets and ways adjoining, and 
is become a receptacle for loose and disorderly 
persons, to the great annoyance of the inhabitants 
in the said square, and to the danger of their lives 
and properties, and also all other his Majesty's 
subjeds resorting thereto, and passing through the 
Bame^ and that in case a proper inclosure was 
ixiade in the said square, and the same properly 
lighted and paved^ it would tend greatly to the 
advantage of the public, and the proprietors and 
inhabitants of the said square* 

That the ground and soil of that part of the said 
square formerly inclosed, being leased to private 
persons, your petitioners, in order to have the 
public benefit thereof, have obtained the consent 
of the lessees to assign the lease, subjeft to the 
rent thereby reserved, and that your petitioners 
are willing and desirous, by a proportional charge^ 
to raise a sufficient sum for the several purposes 
above-mentioned, and for maintaining the same 
when done. 

q^z Your 
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iTour petitioners ftnatforehumbly pray, that 
leave may be given to tniiig in a bill, to 
enable theprescnt and future-proprietors 
and inhabitants of the houses in the said 
square, to make a rate on themselves, 
for raising money sufficient for the in- 
closing, paving, enlightiyng and adornij^ 
the said square, and for supporting and 
keeping the same in repair for the fu- 
ture, and for the payment of the ground- 
rerit reserved by the lease above-men- 
tioned, in such luanaer as to this; ho- 
nourable douse -^hall : seeni meet. 
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jPdK.^onfirn^mg or prolonging the Term of Letters 
Parent. 

NOTICE. 

(Here the name hy which the invention is usually 
distinguished^ must be printed in capital let- 
ters). 

Notice is hereby given, that A. B. of, &c. 
intends to present a petition in the next session 
of Parliament, for leave to bring in a bill in 
order to obtain an ad for vesting in hirn, his 
executors, administrators and assigns, for a term 
of years to be limited by such aft, the sole and 
eifclusive right, benefit and advantage of making, 
using, and vending certain by him in- 
vented, for (describe distinBly the invention for 
which the letters patent hc^e been grc^nted) ; 
fiwr the ei^dusive right to use, make, and vend 

which, the said A. B. obtained his present 

M%jc^ty;*s letter^ R^?^> bearing date the 

day of , in the year of his said Ma- 
jesty's reign, for the term of years from the 

date of the said letters patent : And also for 

voting in him the said A. B. his executors, ad«- 

... 0^3 mini- 
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ministrators and assigns, the like sole and ex-' 
elusive right, benefit and advantage, for a term 
of years to be limited by such aft, of making, 
using and vendipg certain improvements on, and 
additions to, his the said B/s said — — ^ and for 
the exclusive right to make, use, and vend which 
improvements apd additions, he the said A. B. 
obtained his Majesty's letters patent, bearing date 

the — day of -, in the year of his 

said Majesty's reign, for the term of -—years 
from the date of the said last -mentioned patent: 
And also for vesting in him, the said A. B* his 
executors, administrators and assigns, the like 
sole and exclusive right, benefit and advantage, 
for a term of years to be limited by such a6l, of 
making, using and vending certain other im* 
provements upon,- and additions to, his the said 

A. B.'s said , and for the exclusive right to 

make, use, and vend which said last-mentioned 
improvements and additions, the said A, B. ob- 
tained his said Majesty's letters patent, bearing 

date the day of — ^ — , in the -^ — . year of 

his said Majesty's reign, for the term of ^-< — 
years, from the date of the said last-mentioned 
letters patent. 

- C. D. agent to the said A. B# 



JETI" 
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PETITIONS. 

The humble petition of A/^B. of, &c. 

SHEWETH, 

That his present M^yesty was graciously pleased 
to grant unto your petitioner his ^oyal letters 
patent under the great seal of Great Britain^ 

severally bearing date the ■ day of — • — , the 

~— day of , and the — — day of , 

and other letters patent under the seal of Scotland^ 

bearing date the day of -, for various 

mechanical inventions, among which was the in* 
vention of {describe the particular inventim) ; 
togiether with improvements upon, and additions 
to the same. • 

That from the inventions for which the said 
letters patent have been obtained, the public has 
already derived very great and important advan- 
tages, but that hitherto these inventions have 
been attended with no emoluments to your peti- 
tioner, who, in prosecuting and bringing them 
to perfection, has consumed the best years of 
. his life, has exhausted the whole of his private 
fortune, and has incurred debts to a very large 
amount. 

Your petitioner therefore humbly prays, 

that leave may be given to bring in a 

bill for vesting in, and securing to him, 

the sole property of such his said in^ 

0,4 ventions 
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ventions as wcrie intended for (descriBe 
the invention) y for such a term of years 
beyond the duration of the said letten 
patent, as to this honbtirable House 
shall seem meet. 



The humble petition of 

SHEWETH^ 

That your petitioner hath by great study, 
labour and expence, invented and brot^t to 
perfedion (here describe the invention for which 
the patent has been obtained). 

That his Majesty, by letters patent dated the 
' day of , hath granted 16 your peti- 
tioner the sole use and exercise of the said in- 
vention, within that part of Great Britain called 
Englandy dominion of Wales ^ and town of Ber^ 
wichupon-Tweedy for the term of years. 

That his Majesty, by letters patent dated the 
■ " day of , hath granted to your peti- 
tioner the like sole use and exercise of his said 
invention for the term of — — years, in that 
part of Great Britain called Scotland ; and as your 
petitioner has employed a great deal of time in 
intense application, and been at great charges in 
trying experiments, and in bringing the said in- 
vention to perfedion, your petitioner therefore 
humbly hopes, that the term of — — years granted 
him by the said letters patent, will not be deemed 

a sufH^ 
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a sufficient recompense for the loss of time and 
money which he has sustained, and must sustain, 
in prosecuting this invention, so as to render the 
same extensively useful to the public. 

Your petitioner therefore humbly prays, 
that leave may be given to bring in a 
bill for enlarging the term granted to 
him by the said letters patent, or for 
such encouragement as to this hoaour* 
able House shall seem meet. 
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DIVORCfe BILLS. 

Petition for 

To the right honourable the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal in the Imperial Parliament 
assembled ; 

The humble petition of, A. B. of, &c. 
Esq* 

SHEWETH, 

That on or about the day of , your 

petitioner was married to C. D. then of, &c. 
spinster, and that your petitioner and the said 
C. D. lived and cohabited together from the time 
of their said marriage -until some time in the 

month of , but there has been no lawful 

issue of the said marriage* 

That in the month of , the said C. en- 
tered into and carried on an unlawful familiarity 
and criminal conversation with F, G. of, &c. ; 

and your petitioner did in Hilary Term , 

bring his aftion at law in the court of — — 
at Westminster, against the said F, G. for 
such criminal conversation, and obtained judg« 
xnent in the said adtion for £ — damages, besides 
costs. 

That 
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That your petitioner exhibited a libel in the 

Consistory court of , against the said C. and 

on the day of , obtained against her 

in the said court, a definitive sentence of di- 
vorce from bed and board and mutual cohabi- 
tatioQ, for adultery coran>itted by her with the 
said F. G* 

That the said C. hath, by her adulterous be- 
Jiaviour, dissolved the. bond of marriage on her 
part, and that your petitioner stands deprived of 
the comforts of matrimony, and may be liable 
to have a spurious issue imposed on him, un- 
less the szid marriage be declared void and 
annulled by authority of Parliament* 

Your petitioner therefore humbly prays 
your Lordships, that leave may be 
given to bring in a bill to dissolve his 
. marriage with the said C. D. and to 
enable him to marry again, and that 
he may have such other relief in the 
premises as this right honourable House 
fhall think proper. 



Petition to dispense with the Attendance of a Tarty 
applying for a Divorce^ on the Second Reading of 
4beBiU. 

To the right honourable the Lords Spiritual 
^nd Temporal in the Imperial Parliament , 
assembled; 

The 
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The humble petition of L. lyf • o^ &c Ihe 
attorney of A. B. of^ &C. in the East 
Indies, Esq. 

'SHEWETH, 

That the said A. B. by your said petitioner, did 

on the day of , instant, pifesent his pe* 

tition to this right honourable House, praying 
your Lordships that leave might be given him to 
bring in a bill to this right bonouraible House, to 
dissblve the marriage of the said A. B. with C. D. 
That the second reading of the said, bill iis ap- 
pointed for the day of • 

That by your Lordships' order of the day 

of , your Lordships have been pleased to o^ 

der that the said A. B. should attend this right 

honourable House on the said -^ — w d^y of , 

instant, touching the said bill. 

That the said A. B. is at present, and for some 

years last past hath resided at -^-— , in the East 

Indies, and by reason of his present absence from 

England, is unable to attend this right rhonourable 

House on the matter of the said^petition and bill. 

Your petitioner . tlierefore humbly prays 

your Lordships, that in co|i^si4eration of 

the circufnsiances qf tji^ case, it may 

please your Lordships to dlspe^ise with 

the attendance of the said A. B^ at the 

bar of this right honourable I^o\ise, on 

the second reading of the s2lid bill. 



.petition to dispense with a Perspml ^enui^ ^4m 
Oruier,4ind Copy of .the Bill^ pn the Par^ against 
whom a,Z)kjorce is sued, for. 

^o 'ttie iidftbUTabte the Cotatt^ of the 
umtdcliirigdotfi,ScC; 

The. humble pention of^ L. M. agent for 
A. B. of, fec-'Esq. 

. rrbtft l^iia ord^r 4pf ftim,l)<Hiottrable House, 
?in^; tipon the secOBcl readij;)g of, the ingrossed 
'billffOm the LiOrds, eotUled^ an aft; to dissolve 

the marriage of , Esq. with — r— his now 

wife, and to enable him to marry again, and for 
other purposes therein mentioned, It was ordered, 
that it be an instruction to the committee to 
whom the said bill was then committed, that they 
do hear counsel, and examine witnesses for the 
said bill ; and also that they do hear counsel and 
examine witnesses against the said bill, if the par- 
ties concerned think fit to be' heard by counsel, or 
to produce witnesses. 

That your petitioner hath made diligent in- 
quiry after the said , and he is credibly in- 
formed, and believes she is now in , or some 

parts beyond the seas, so that she cannot have 
personal notice of the said order of this honour- 
able House, to be heard by her counsel, and exa- 
mine 
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mine witnesses against the said bil]> if she should 
think fit so to do» 

Your petitioner therefore humbly prays, 
that leave may be given, that service of 
the order^ and delivering an attested 
copy of the said bill now depending^ 
signed by the clerk of this honourable 

House, to ;, trustee for the said 

, may be deemed as cffeftual no- 
tice to the said , of the order of 

this honourable House, and of the time 
. of the commitment of the said bill, as 

if she was personally served with the 
same. 



Form 
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Form of an Order of Reference to the Judges. . 

Die Mfreurii, 15 fehruarj i8oi« 

Ufok reading the petition of A. B. and C. D. 
praying leave to bring in a bill for the purposes 
in the said petition mentioned, it is ordered by 
the Lprds Spiritual and Temporal in the Impe- 
rial Parliament assembled. That the consideration 
of the said petition be, and is hereby, referred to 
Mr. Justice £• and Mr. Justice F. who are forth-^ 
%ith to summon all parties concerned in the bill, 
and. after hearing them, are to report to the 
House the state of the case, with their opinions 
thereupon, under their hands, and whether all 
parties who may be concerned in the consequences 
of the bill have signed the petition, and also that 
^^ judges leaving perused the bill, do sign the 
same. 

(Signed) G. R. Pari. CI. 
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Form of the Judges^ Report* 

To the right honoHcable the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal in the Imperial Parliament 
assQiiit^i^d. 

In pursuance of your Lordships* order of re- 
ference, of the. ' ' day of — , made upon 
the petitidD erf A. B. and G. D, vrc bate' been 
attended by the said petkLontTs and their >a^nt> 
mi^ have <x>ii6idered the several allegations aotd 
matters contatned in the said petition^ aad do 
find: 

Tbat> &c. (here set forth the fuRs and ^oRegM^ 
'tims in the petition). \ 

And <ve do further find, that, &c. * 

Ahd it liath been proved before us» t^at^ &c.' 

The report then •concludes thus : 

And we do further certify to your Lordships, 
-Aat the aforesaid A. B. and C. D. Who are the 
orily persons who appear to us to be benefiddly 
interested in the consequences of the said bill» 
have signed the petition hereunto annexed.* 

And we have perused and signed the bill an- 
nexed, which we conceive to be proper for eflFcc-^ 
tuating the purposes aforesaid. 

(Signed) By the Judges^ 
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JRv7» of Affidavit^ that a Party interested in the 
Consequences of the Bill iseor^md to bis Htmse by 
Sickness. 

S. L. and R. W. both of, &c. gentlemen, seve* 
rally make oath and say, that on the ■■ ■■■^ day of 
■ instant, they these deponents did severally 
attend A. H. of, &c. Esq. at his house at — «- 
aforesaid, and that he was then in bed, and there 
confined, as these deponents were informed and 
verily believe. With a severe bilious complaint, and 
unable to stir from home; and that the siud A.H. 
did, in the presence of both these deponents, sign 
the paper*writing hereunto annexed, marked with 
the letter (a) containing — — sheets of paper, and 
entitled, « An Aft" (here set fgrtb the title of 
the a3) ; and that the said A. H. did declare 
that he did consent, and was willing that the said 
bill should pass into a law; and in testimony of 
such his consent, did sign his name to the consent 
subscribed at the foot of the said paper-writing 
or copy ; and that the name of A. H. appearing 
to be set and subscribed to the said bill, is of 
the proper hand-writing of the said A. H. 

/•Sworn by the said S. L. and R. W. 
S. L. J at the public office in Southamp- 
^•W.l ton-buildings, this -— day of 

^ ^»— , before me* 
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A. 
ABSCONDING, 

of a party to evade the iienrice of an order of either 

House of Parliament, 20« 
how to proceed in such cases, ib. 
ABSENT PEERS, may appoint proxies, 32, 
ASSTRACT. See Breviate. 
ACT OF PARLIAMENT, 
when so styled, 60. 
thef date of its commencement, ih. 
in what cases it itiust be pleaded, %• 
cited relating to • . 

bridges, xt4. 
inclosures, 67, 95, 
turnpike roads, 99, loo* 
ADJOURNMENT OF PARLIAMENT. See Parliament. 
how it afie^ the proeeedings on private bills, 6 1 • 
ADULTERY, ACT OF. See DiVorfce. 
AFFIDAVITS, 

of illness of parties, ^hen required, 153. 

in particular cases, admissible evidence, 154. 

in general not allowed to be read in evidence in 

cither House, 24. 
See tit. Inclosures. 
ALLEGATIONS," 
- of a' petition, 

how to be prove<^ i8> 24. 

R % ALLK. 
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ALLEGATIONS, 

how to be proyedy 

at the bar of the Hoote, to. 

at a committee, 24. '^^ 

beforethe judges, i8. 
ofabUl, 

to be proved at the committee, 46. 

ALTERATIONS, IN BILLS, 

may be proposed in the comnuttee, 46, 50. 
on the report, 55. 
on the third reading, 55, 56. 
may be adopted in one stage, and the same alte- 
rations rejected in another, and so vice reriftt 

37* 38- 
AMENDMENTS, 

may be made by one House, in bilU sent to thcai 

from the other, 98* 
must be agreed to by both Houses, $9. 
}n what parts of a bill the Commons will not 
agree to the Lords making any amendments or 
alterations, 58, $9. 
hour to ]fe prepared, 47, 56* 
AQUEDUCTS. See Navigation. 
ASSENTS. See Consents. 
ATTAINDER, BILLS OF, 

resolutions respeding, p. 3, in Notes. 
ATTESTATION OF DEEDS. See Witnesses. 
ATTORNEY, LETTER OF, 

to sign a bill for another penon,when necessary, 87. 

notsQfficient,fi. 

B. 
BILLS, 

private, descriptions of, 2, 

in which of the two Houses they, should be 
begun, J4* 

BILLS, 



BILLS, 

private^ 

cannot be presented ttntil a petition has been pre«i 

sented, and leave given by the House, j, 8. 
provisions required to be made therein by 8tandin|{ 

orders, 32. See title of each particular bill, 
breviate 6f> to be made for the Speaker, 33. 
by whom to be introduced, ih, 
introdudion of, may be of^sed by a member^ 36. 
nwst be printed before they can be read a first time 
at the Commons, 34, 

and before the second reading at the 
Lords^ 40. 
prints of, to be left with the door-keepers, 34, 40. 
may be opposed in every stage, 36. 
no private person can be heard against them, until 
a petition has been presented, and the leave of 
the House obtained, 38. 
what distance of time between the first and second 
readbg at the Lords, 41, 120^ 133, 152. 
at the Commons, 43. 
relating to Ireland, ik» 
if prepared improperly, may be withdrawn, and a 

new bill presented, 38, $9* 
in what stage committed, 41, 44. 
in which the Crown is concerned, 

how to be proceeded upon, 39. 
committees upon, the objed of, 45* 

stahding orders relative to, 48, 49, 
notice of meeting to be given, 48. 
number of members to form a 
committee, 

at the Lords, 45. 
at the Commons, 50. 
may be adjourned, 44. 
what members have voices there, 454 
proofs to be given before, 46. 
& 3 'KIAS^ * 
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BILLS, 

committees upon, 

attendance of persons Insfer^^^ fy>Y to be en« 

forced, 46, 51. 
the most proper stage to n^alf^ amendments 

or alterations, j\6» 
how amendments should be prepared, 47* 
the principle of the bill capnot be disputed 
at, 50. 
if once r^jeded, cannot be o^red 3gain in the 

same session, 36* 
report upon, from seleA committees, 
by whom to be made, 52, 53. 
when it may be propier to be coo^itted, 54* 
recomfnitte4 fo;r sf:yeral pnrpo^es^ ih. 
amendments sometimes made to, 53. 
dates and penalties cannot be then enlarged,|«i* 
may be lessened, /3« 
/ '■ third reading thereof, 55, ^6* 

amendments may then be offered, ii» 
title of, to be sent up with the report from a com- 
mittee upon a petition, 26. * 
when settled, 35. 

how to proceed to alter the title, ii. 
must be indorsed on the ingrossment, 57* 
how they are sent from one House tQ the other, 

55> 57- 
fees for, when payable, 42. ^ 

Fide Committees, Consents* 
BLOOD, RESTITUTION IN, Bills for, 

in which House they should originate, 3# 
BREVIATE OF BILLS, 

to be made for the Speaker, 21, 33, 35. 
IIRIDGES, 

bills for buildipg o£, !• . 

in .wl^h House to be begun, 122. 
fytan^ii^ orders rdatingto, 122, 123, 
" ' ^' , . BRIDGES* 



BRIDGES, 

bills for building of, ' ' 
what preyions noticei are required^ ih. 
A^ of parliament relating fo^ ii» • 

'. C... ' ' - 

CASES decided, resppfting . 

inclosures, 93r94» , , 
pav.ing and lighting streets. Sec. 128* 
navigations, ui. .j 
tonipike roafls,,202« : 
CERTIFICATE,. $ee Witnesses. / ., ^^ 
CITIES. SeePavii^. / . v f 

COMMITTEES, selea, ,.....' 

standing orders relative. ^> 59^ .48.9, 89. 
when aljill is referred to, 41. 
nui]^ber,pf Lords requisite to form, 45. 
nom^r^of Members requisite to form, 50. 
of the whole Housei i*.^^..,*f, .>. 
may. no^ interline or erase the House bill, 47, 
.prQ^i^.canoot^e used there, 32. 
nQ% tjh^ pl^^ to ^^^^ objedlions to the principle of 

. ,al^j 50. ^ rlj , 

tne consents of parties, wGen neces^ry should be 
,. ^pp>Y€d,,in..tlus^a,gc.o^,a,htll^ 48^^ • 
^. tl^, most proper st^ge to .propose alterations or 
amendments to a bill, 46^ 
See Report from. t- « » 

COMMONS, HOUSE OF., ^^p tit. Stan4ing Orders, 
member s cannot appoint pp^g^ $r Ji « 
Speaker of does not vot^, unlj^ tcy give a casting 

vote, ih. .... 

what bills must originate in, 4. , 

CONSENT, 

of parties when to be appliisd for^- 85^ 

V4^ CONSENT^ 
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CONSENT, 

of parties, 

standii^ orders relating to, 4S, i;4. 
bill to be tendered to erery person interested, for^ 8 j« 
when required to be given in person, i5J» i$7* 
may be taken on printed or written bills, 86« 
on different bills, ii. 

should be written at the end of the bill, 97. 
/how requited to be proved, 
at the liOrds, 92. 
at the Coounons, S9. 
ttgnatnret to a bill identified, 

by a Peer at the Lords, 86. 
by a Member at the G)mmons, it. 
when sofficient evidence of, it, 
fesi£ng in Scotland, 

how to be given, 14, 15* 
before whom, iS. 
how to be proved, iS. 
lesidsng, in Ireland, 

how to be given, 16, xy* 
before whom, U. 
how to be proved, il. 
ill what stage of the bill to be proved, zi, 88.9, 

111. 
Ustof, when tolbe iNresented with a report, itj. 
when to be left at the parfiaaent.office> 
ii8. 
of the Crown, 
how to be obtained, 59. 
hf whom lobe given, it, 
in what stage of the bill, it. 
must be given in both Houses, 40. 
of a Lunatic, 
how to.be obtained, 87. 
by whom to be given, it. 

' CONSENT, 
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CONSENT, 

of Married Women, ") when required to be given 

or Infants, 5 in person, 156. 
of Trustees, when required to be given in person^ 

tSSf i56« 

in what cases not necessary, 157. 
CONTEMPT OF PRIVILEGE. Sec \ritnesses. 
COUNSEL, 

attendance of, when requisite, 41, 1^6, 157, 1J9* 
cannot be heard against a bill until an order of the 
Hou«ehas been made for that purpose, 39. 
CROWN LANDS, " 

bills a£fefting,* in which House Vp be begun, 6* 
petitions for IKlls affe^Biin^ theW, must come re. 
commended ' By lifs Miajesty,' 9. 

•xanncrt be received without 
such previous recommen- 

dation, /£• See Cooseot. 
D. 
DEEDS recited, 

in petitions or bills, 
must be produced, i8« 
and the execution thereof proved, 19* . 
unlets thirty years ol4} 
then the ezecutson need not l)e proved^ ii» 
subscribing witnesses to^ attendance of^ h|»w to be 

enforced, ii. 
produflion of, how to be procured, *ih» 

before the judges, /^« 

^ ^ before a committee, 2t. 

befcre. either House of 

Parliament, 46, 51* 

DEFINITIVE SENTENCE, SecDirarce. 

DISPENSING WITH STANDING ORDERS. See Stand. 

ing Orders. 
DISSOLUTION OF PARUAMENT, . 

*\tk ^(fi^ n/F. An the nroceiedinffS on ptjvate biUif 6l« 

DIVORCE^ 
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DIVORCE, BILLS OF, 

Lords' standing orders relating to« ijf^ ijf* 

begin with the Lords, 5. 

petition for, by whom to be signed, I3«. \ 

official copy of proceedings, and of a definitive sen. 
tence in the Ecclesiastical court, most be presented 
at the same time with the petition, ibm 

when they may be presented, 133, 

usual orders on the first reading of, at the Lords, 

133- . 
space between the first and second reading of, t'h^ 
office-copy of, to be served on the party before 

the second reading, 134. 
notice of the second reading, when personal ser- 
vice thereof impradlicable, how to proceed, ih^ 
petitioner's attendance required, on the second 
reading, 135. 

in what cases it will be 

dispensed with, 1 36. 
how to proceed when he 
is abroad, i^« 
on the second reading of, witness€;s should attend, 137. 
whatevidence]then neces^ 
sary, ii. 
are committed to a committee of the whole House, 

at the Commons,, 

standing orders relating to, 139^ 

usual orders made on the second reading, 1 3 S. 

how to be served, ib» 

when personal service thereof impra^licable, 

how to proceed, 139. 
are committed to a committee of the whole 

House, *^. 
the evidence necessary to be given befcre the 
committee, /&• ' 
DRAM ROADS. SceJUiiway. 

ERASURES, 
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E. 

ERASURES, ' . 

must not be made in the bill presented to tlie 
House,' 3y. 
ENCLOSURES. See Inclosures, 
ESTATE BILLS, 

standing or4er8 relfiting to, 111017, 143 to iji. 

generally begin at the Lords, 6. 

in what , case^ they must be began at the Com. 

mons, ii. 
petition for, 

what it should state, i4x« 
^y wbpm to be signed, 9. 
referred to the judges, 6* 
how to proceed before them, iS^ 2i« 
signature^ to petition to be proved, xS« 
allegations thereof to be proved, 19- 
witnesses to be sworn, at thip lugr of ti|e 
House of Lords, iS* 
form of judges* report, 145. 
what it should state, ib^ 
must be sig^ by the judges, si; 
relating to ScOtjLand or Ireland, to whom re. 
lerred, 10,, if. 

«tan4^g prders felating to, /(« 
must be printed befpre the second reading at the 

Lords, 40. 
€ent from the Commons to the Lords, 
referred to the judges before the second Uiai" 

ing, 152. 
committee upon at the Lords, 

parties to appear personalty to 

give their consents, 1^$. 
if prevented by illness, how their 
CQXventmuat he prc^edi' rj^- 
■ ' / ?/ ' . ESTATE 



ESTATE BILLS, 

committee upon, 

at the Commons, 

. consent in person not reqnirecT^ 1 5 S> • 

See Bill> Committee, Consent* 

EVIDENCE, 

parole, 

of what GlBb reqaired, 1$, to* 

when affidavits may be prodoced. 

extrafts how to be inade eTidence, 19. 

what deeds may be giren in evidence withoae 

proofs of their execution, /^» 

of consents, what sufficient, 86. 

of the publication of notices, 90, 98, no, iZ9p 

124, 136. 

leeitals when evidence, 99. 

illness of persons how to be proved, 25. 

See tit. Witnesses* 

EXONERATION FROM TITHES. See Indosnres. 

F. 

FEES payable for private bills, 42. 
when due, iim 

quantum of, how to be ascertained, /^. 
Armstrong, SirTho. bill, ordered to pass witliovt 
paying fees, /*, ' 

I. 
IDENTITY, 

of persons, 19. 
itgnatures, 86. 
ILLNESS OF PARTIES, 

a stiffident rtoson for dispensing with standing oideit 
requiring personal attendance, 25. 
INABILITY TO ATTEND, the same, ii. 

INCLOSUIO^ 
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INCLOSURE, BILLS OF, 

in which House to be begun^ 63. 
notices previous required^ of the applicadoOf iii^ 
how to be given, 64. 
standing orders reUting to, 63, 
^ how to be proved, 64. 
petition for, 

by whom to be signed, $$• 
within what time to be presented, io« 
tignatnres to, notre^oired to be proved, 24* 
provisioiis required to be made therein by standing 

ciders, o7« 
must be tendered to all persons interested, for 
their consent, 85. 

consents how to be proved, 

at the Commons, 86, 88. 
at the Lords, S6, 92* 
instances of consents being proved on the third 

reading of, 91. 
z&s of Parliament relating to, 67, 93. 
cases decided respeding, 93* 
INFANTS* See Consents. 
INTERLINEATION. 

must not be made in a bill presented to the House, 35. 
INVOLUNTARY WITNESS, 

how the attendance of, is to be enforced, 
before the judges, 19. 
before a committee, 46, 51* 
IRELAND, 

standing orders o/r^ relating to, 15, 43, 49, ijor 
notices requited by standing orders, 
how to be proved, 49. 
consents of parties how to be proved, i5. 
estate bills relating to, how to be proceeded in, 
snsLj be referred to the judges in Ireland, 15. 

' JUDGES, 



%S4 GEKERAXr IITDEX^ 

J. 

JUDGES, 

reference of petitians to> la* 

of bills, 152. 
standing orders of the Lords i:elttiag tso, 1 1, 1 2. 
proceedings before them, i^. 
what evidence nrast be prodaiced before them, it» 
how witnesses* attendance before them is .to be en. 

forced, 19* 
witnesses to be sworn at the bar of the House of 

Lords, 1 8* 
report of, what it should state, 14.$* 
must be signed by them, 21. 
and annexed to the petition, &c, ih. 
of Scotland, reference of petitions to, lo. 
of bills to, 1 5« 
standing orders of the Lords, relating to, 13, 

14* «5- 
of Ireland, reference of petitions to, 11* 

of bills to, 15. 

standing orders of the Loidi» relating to^ 

15, 16. 

JUDICATURE, BILLS OF, 

must originate with the Lords, 3. 

K. 
KING. See Crown, Consent. 

L. 

LEGISLATIVE POWER, r. 
LETTERS PATENT, 

bills for confirming, &c« 129* 

LET. 
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LETTERS PATENT, 

standing orders relating to, ih» 130* 

notices previous to applications for, required, 129. 

how to be given, ib. 
in which House to be begun, it^ 
petitions for, must have a copy of the letters patent 
annexed, 150* 

will be referred to a committee to be consi. 
dered, ih. 
LOCAL ACTS, 

why so called,. 2* 
LORDS, HOUSE OF. See tit. Standing Orders, 
what bills should originate in, 3, 4, 5, 6. 
may appoint proxies to vote in the House, 31* 
but a Spiritual Lord must vote for a Spiritual Lord, 
and a Temporal Lord for a Temporal Lord, 32. 
but not at committees, ii. 
the Speaker of, no casting vote, $1. 
examine witnesses on oath, 42, 46, 85, 92, 153* 
LUNATIC S. See tit. Consent. 

M. 

MAGISTRATES, 

may administer oaths of notices, &c. for inclosure 
bills having been affixed, 90. See tit. Inclosures. 
MENSA ET THORO. See Divorce. 

N, 

NAME BILLS, 

in which House to be begun, 6. 
NATURALIZATION BILLS, 

in which House they should originate, li. 
NAVIGATION, 

bills for making, loz. 

NAVI- 
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NAVIGATION BILLS, 

in whkh House they should originate, ih. 
^ previous notices required to be given^ ii. 
in what manner, ib. 
what they must set forth, xo;. 
standing orders relating to, zoj.S. 
a map of the navigation, and a book of reference of 
the names of the proprietors, and a list of con- 
sents, &c. to be deposited with the clerk of the 
peace, 104. 

within what time, 10 ;• 
the clerk of the peace to make a memorial of the 

day they are left with him, ic6. 
previous application required to be made to the 
owners and occupiers of lands, for their consents, 
and a map of the canal, to be shewn to them, 107* 
list of consents, dissents, and neuters, an estimate of 
' the expences, names of subscribers, and turns sab- 
scribed by them, must be annexed to the peti. 
tion, ih^ 
petition for, by whom to be signed, no. 

referred to a committee, ib* 
the proofs required to b^ given be* 
fore them, ib. 
provisions required by the standing orders to be 

made therein, iii. 
must be seven days between the first and second 

reading thereof, at the Commons, ib. 
proofs required to be given before the committee on 

the bill, 112. 
must be seven days between the day the report is 
made and the day on which it is taken into con« 
sideration, 11 3. 
report must be printed, and a list of obnsents, &c* 
be annexed to the report made to the House, ib. 

at 
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NAVIGATION BILLS, 
at the Lords, 

notices required to be given, agreeable to 
their standing orders, 114. 
in what manner, 115. 
what they must contain, 116. 
a map of the navigation, &c. book of. le- 
» ference, containing a list of the owners' 

and occupiers' names, and an estimate of 
the expcnces, to be deposited with the 
clerk of the Parliaments before the bill is 
brought from the Comhions, ib. 
map to be engraved, and annexed to the bills 

laid on the table, 1 20. 
evidence to be given before the committee, 
121. 
NOTICES 

of applications to Parliament, 
for bridges, 122. 

how to be given, 123. 
what they should express, ih, 
standing orders relating to, ib, 
inclosure or drainage bills, 6^. 

in what manner they must be given, 64. 
• how to be framed, ib. 
standing orders relating to, 6j. 
when to be proved, 64. 
navigations, &c. bills, 102. 

how they must be given, /^. 
what they should contain, 103. 
when to be proved, no. 
standing orders of the Lords relating 
to, 114. , 

of the Commons, .103. 
letters patent, prolonging, &c. 129. 

» NOTICES, 
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NOTICEiS, 

of application^ to Parliament^ 

for letters patent, prolonging, &c» 

what they should express, 13a. 
how to be published, 129. 
when required to be proved, ijo* 
^ standing orders relating to, 129, 

paving towns, &c, 127. 

how they should be given, /i. 
when to be proved, iB. 
standing orders relating to, t'Z'j-S* 
turnpike-road bills, 95. 

what they should contain, 95* 
how to be published, 95. 
when to be proved, .98. 
standing orders relating to, 95-6. 
when they have not been given agreeable to thr 
standing orders, how to proceed, 26, 27, 28* 

O. 

ORDER OF LEAVE 

for bringing in a bill, 

when to be obtained, 35. 
where, ib. 
ORDERS. See Standing Orders. 

P. 

PARLIAMENT, 

power of, I . 
PATENTS. See Letters Patent. 
PEERS, See Lords. 
PETITIONS FOR BILLS, 
to the Lords, 

by whom to be signed, j, 

presented, 9. 

PETITIGNS^B 
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PETITIONS FOR BILLS, 
to the Lord9> 

when referred to the judge^^ lo. 
relating to Scotland^ ib. 
relating to Ireland^ ib» 

to what judges referred, /^. 
standing orders relating to, 7, 8, 11, 12. 

Scotland, 13, 14.. 
Ireland, 15, i6. 
to the Commons, what they must contain, 8. 
by whom to be signed, 9. 

presented, rf. 
within what time, 10. 
I if not presented in due time,how to proceed, /^, 

when referred to seledl committees, 23, 24, 
signatures to, need not be proved, 24. 
standing orders relating to, 7, 8, 23, 30. 
relating to crown lands, must be recom. 

mended by his Majesty, 9. 
when committees may meet upon, 24. 
AGAINST BILLS, when they may be presented, 
29, 44. 

the most proper stage to present them, 33. 
PRIVATE ACT OF PARLIAMENT, . 
what, 2. 

must be pleaded, ii. 
PRIVILEGE. See tit. Proteftion of the House. 
PRODUCTION OF DEEDS OR' WRITINGS, 

how to be enforced, 1 9 . 
PROOFS. See Evidence, Witnesses. 
PROROGATION OF PARLIAMENT, 
the effedl of, on private bills, 61. 
PROTECTION OF THE HOUSE, 

instances of its being granted to parties having 
bills depending therein, 62» 
PROXIES in the House of Lords* Sec Lords. 

S2 PUBLIC 
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PUBLIC MONEY, 

reference to standing orders relating to applicatiqps 
for, 62* 

R. 

RAILWAYS, 

standing order relating to, 100. See Navigation.^ 
RECITALS, 

must be proved in petitions, 1 8. 
Bills, 153. 
REFERENCE to the Judges. See tit. Judges. 
RELIGION, 

reference to standing orders relating to bills re- 
spefting, 62. 
RESTITUTION in Blood or Honours, 

bills for, must originate with the Lords, 3. 
REPORT FROM COMMITTEES, 
at the Lords, 51. 

when to be made, 52. 
standing orders relating to, ih. 
at the Commons, 

when to be made, 53. 
standing orders relating to, 52. 
amendments made to bills on, ib, 
sometimes re-committed, 54. See Judges, 
Divorce, Inclosure, Navigation. 
REVERSAL OF OUTLAWRIES, 

bills for, originate with the Lords, 3. 
ROADS. See Turnpike.Roads. 
RYDER to a Bill, 
what, ^6. 

S. 

SCOTLAND, standing orders, relating to, 13, 148. 
SERVICE OF ORDERS of the House, 
by whom to be made, 24. 

SESSION 



ceneraI index. 26t 
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SESSION OF PARLIAMENT, 

what^ 6i. 
SOLICITORS, 

where the protedion of the House has been ordered 
to them, 62. 
STANDING ORDERS, relating to petitions in general^ 

at the Lords, 7. 
at the Commons, 7, 8« 
to particular petitions, 
at the Lords, 1 1 to 17. 
at the Commons, 23, 30. 
to bills in general, 

at the Lords, 40, 51. 
at the Commons, 32, 34, 

• ' ^to peculiar bills. See Inclo- 
sures. Navigation, &c. 
relating to Ireland, 23, notes. 

T. 

TITLE OF ACTS OF PARLIAMENT, 
standing orders relating to, 32. 
in what stage settled, 57. 
TRADE, 

reference to standing orders relating to tills rc- 
spefting, 61. 
TRUSTEES, 

personal attendance of, when required, 153, 156. 
when dispensed with, 157. See Consent, 
TURNPIKE.ro ADS. See Notices, Bill, Committee, 
should originate at the Commons, 95. 
standing orders relating to, 95, 96, 97. 
provisions required to be made therein by the stand- 
ing orders, 99, 100. 
public afts of Parliament relating to, ib» 
^ases decided respefting, 10 1. 

WIT- 



fl6i GEVERAL ZN1>£X. 



w. 



WITNESSES, 

must be sworn at the Lords, i8, 4.2* 
but not at the Commons, 50. 

when necessary to be re-sworn, 42. 

certificate of their having been sworn, when re- 
quired, 1 8, 

when not, j{2y 153. 

attendance of, how to be enforced, 19. 
before the judges, 20. 
before a committee at the Lords, 46. 
before a committee at the Commons, 51* 
not admissible, if they have signed the pe- 
tition for the bill, 9. 
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PRECEDENTS, 

6£ NOTICES previous to the application to Parlia* 
ment for bills, 
for building bridges, &c. 210. 
inclosing or draining lands, 165. 
making railways, 193. 

confirming or prolonging the term of letters pa- 
tents, 229. 
making navigations, 192-3. 
paving towns, 223. 
making turnpike- roads, &c. 181. 
another form, in pursuance of a special order 
of the House, /^. 
of PETITIONS, 

for ereding a new bridge, 211. 

rebuilding abridge, 212. 
another form, with a petition for leave to give 
the notices required by the standing orders, 

ii3- 
to renew a former ad passed for building a 

bridge, 215. 
for a divorce bill, 234. 

to dispense with the attendance of the party ap- 
plying, on the second reading of the bill, 235. 
to dispense with a personal service of an order and 

copy of a bill, 237% 

PRECE- 



264 INDEX TO rUE APPENDIX. 

PRECEDENTS OF PETITIONS, 
for drainage bills, 167. 

draining and inclosing, 165. 

amending and rendering more effedlual a former aft 

for draining lands, 169. 
additional provision in a drainage and inclosure 
bill, 178. 
relative to notices for provision in a drainage and 

inclosure bill, 179. 
for an inclosure bill, 

inclosing and extinguishing rights of commons, 164. 
exonerating from tithes, lands already inclosed, 

confirming an agreement for an inclosure bill, 172. 
leave to present a petition for an inclosure bill, 

177- 
against certain clauses in an inclosure bill, 1 74, 

the principle of such a bill, 175. 

for navigation bills, 

making a river navigable, 194. 

making a new canal, 195. 

another form, 196. 

raising further sums to finish a canal', and to alter 

and amend a former aft, 198. 

raising a further sum, increasing the tonnage, and 

amending a former aft, 200. 

AGAINST navigation bills, 203. 

another form, 205. 

another form, 208. 

to extend a railway, and amend, a former aft, 202. 

for bills for paving and lighting, 224. 

, paving, lighting, watching, watering, &c. 226. 

paving, lighting, and watering squares, &c. 226. 

for bills for confirming, &c. letters patent, 231.2. 

PRECE. 



INDEX TO TH.B APPENDIX. t6$ 

PRECEDENTS OF PETITIONS, 

for bills to establish a court for the more easy re- 
covery of small debts, 2 17- 1 8, 
in support of such bills, 219. 

for a bill to extend the jurisdiftionof a court to other 
hundreds, 220. 
amending a former aA, 221. 
for a bill to make a new turnpike.road, 182. 

continuing the term of a former a6l, and for making 

a new branch of road, 183. 
continuing the term, altering the powers of former 

a6ls, and for increasing tolls, &c. 1 84. 
continuing a former term, shutting up part of a 
road, taking down a bridge, making a new road, 
and building a bridge over a river, 1 85. 
provision to include a new piece of ro^ in . a bill^ 

187. 

provision in a bill on the renewal of a road aft, 188. 
provision in a bill to light certain parts of the road^ 
189. 
relative to notices for a road bill, ii* 

provisions in such bills, 190. 
form of order of reference to the judges, 239. 

judges* report, 240. 
form of affidavit of the illness of a person interested 
in the consequences of a bill, 241. 
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ADDENDA. 



IN p.. 1 1 ;^ in Notes, after Buckley, read Latham v. Bar- 
ber, 6 T, R, 67 ; Leominster Canal Company v. Norris and 
another, 7 T. R. 500 ; the Same v, Cowell and another, 
X Bos. andPttl. Rep. 213. 

At the bottom of p. 126, ready see Parker v. Elding, 
X East's Rep. 352. 
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